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INTER-AMERICAN 


MITCHELL: COMMUNISM HOPES TO BLOCK OECS UNION 
Speech to Party Seminar 
32980019a Bridgetown CANA in English 2210 GMT 2 Sep 87 


[Text] Kingstown, 2 Sep (CANA)--Prime Minister James Mitchell, of St Vincent 
and the Grenadines, says left-wing parties in member countries of the Organ- 
isation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) are against moves by governments 
to set up a single OECS nation. 


Mitchell said the leftists felt it would be easier for communism to spread if 
the territories remained separate nations. 


Mitchell told a seminar of his New Democratic Party (NDP): They know that it 
will be easier for communism to pick off these countries one by one.... 


Six of the seven OECS members--St Lucia, Dominica, Montserrat, St Vincent, St 
Kitts and Nevis and Grenada--are working toward establishment of a single 
nation, subject to approval of their citizens. Antigua and Barbuda rejected 
the idea of a single nation, associating it with colonialism. 


Mitchell maintained that political union of the OECS was in the best interest 
of economic and social development and would consolidate the region's demo- 
cracy. 


Mitchell said the governments of the region welcomed the questions being put 
by the opposition about political unity and would marshall the technocrats to 
provide the answers, 


He urged those attending the seminar to continue to work to build democracy 
in St Vincent and the Grenadines and to use the opportunities of co-operation 
with the rest of the Caribbean to strengthen democracy in the area, 





Bridgetown WEENEND NATION in English 11 Sep 87 p 8A 


[Rickey Singh column "Our Caribbean"; 
James Mitchell's 'Red' Eye"] 


[‘fext] 


OVER the past year, the Prime 
Minister of St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, James Mitchell, 
has, more than any other head 
of government of the Organisa- 
tion of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS), been pursuing 
with an evangelical zeal the 
idea of a political union among 
countries of the OECS sub-re- 
gion of the Caribbean Com- 
munity (CARICOM). 

Mitchell's enthusiam is valu- 
able if the momentum is to be 
sustained in generating popu- 
lar support for the idea of po- 
litical integration, even if it 
means __ starting without 
all seven member countries 
that comprise the OKCS. 

We already know, for exam- 
ple, that the Antigua and Bar- 
buda government of Prime Mi- 
nister V.C. Bird is not 
interested in any kind of politi- 
cal unity. At present, it carries 
the burden of making a farce of 
Cabinet-style parliamentary 
government in its handling of 
the messy business that re- 
volves around a highly controv- 
ersial US$11 million expendi- 
ture on a rehabilitation project 
at the V.C Bird International 
Airport. 

The Vincentian prime minis- 
ter has been pushing the idea 
of OECS political union with 
such passion in major addres- 
ses he nas been making at 
home, in Barbados, in 
St. Kitts, in the British Virgin 
Islands, that he has aroused 
more than suspicions at home 
and abroad in the region about 
his motive. 

He has actually been ac- 
cused of moving with “indecent 
haste”, by his calls for a re- 
ferendum by the end of this 

. year on whether or not there 
should be a political union. As 
he sees it, within another two 
vears, there should be such a 
union, even ifit means starting 
with St. Vincent and the Gre- 
n.idines and just two other 
(ONCS territories. 


Rickey Singh Analysis 


Ulterior motives 


I am in ne position to agree 
with Mitchell's critics who sug- 
gest ulterior motives, in- 
fluenced by external forces. 

Personally, I have always 
viewed him as a West Indian 
nationalist, an honest and 
hardworking politician who 
thinks he is a “pragmatist” and 
ofter describes himself as a 
social democrat. 


I also know that while Errol 
Barrow lived, Mitchell was 
anxious to demonstrate his po- 
litical affinity with the then 
Barbadian Prime Minister; to 
make clear that he had no ob- 
session about a “communist 
threat” to this region; that he 
was also against the Regional 
Security System (RSS) being 
elevated into a treaty; and 
that, like Barrow, his own 
cooperation on security mat- 
ters “will not place any empha- 
sis on militarism”. 


The “Communists” 

I must, therefore, confess my 
own surprise over Mitchell’s 
frequent references to regional 
“security,” to “democracy” and, 
more recently, his outburst 
against the “extreme left” and 
the “communists” who would 
like to “pick off these islands 
one by one”. 


Introducing the ideological 
factor or, more precisely the 
“communist threat” to the de- 
bate on political unity of the 
OECS, he claims that the “ex- 
treme left wing” of the region 
were very “annoyed that we are 
moving in this direction for 
OECS political union”. 


He feels that the strategy of 


the regional “communists” was 
to frustrate the plan for OECS 
political integration, “to keep 
us. the democratic forces, dis- 
united”. If the “democrats” are 
disunited over political unity, 


"The OECS Search for Political Unity: 


then, according to the gospel of 
James Mitchell, “it would be 
easier for communism to pick 
off these (OECS) islands one by 
one”. That, he swears, “is their 
motivation; that’s their 
strategy...” 

As ajournalist who has had a 
number of interviews with 
Mitchell since his New Demo- 
cratic Party’s rise to power, I 
am frankly puzzled. Is this the 
same prime minister who so 
prided himself on pointing out 
that he suffered from no obses- 
sion about a “communist 
threat”; that the fundamental 
social and economic problems 
of this region could not be sol- 
ved by a “shouting match 
against communism”? 


For a head of government 
and leader of a political party 
who would like to be treated 
seriously, Mitchell owes it to 
more than his domestic oppo- 
nents and supporters at home 
to enlighten regional public 
opinion about these so-called 
“extreme left wing” elements 
who are bent on wrecking the 
plans by the “democratic for- 
ces” for political unity. 


Unpatriotic 


Who are these unpatriotic 
West Indians whose political 
strategy is geared to facilitat- 
ing the OECS states falling 
“one by one” to international 
communism? 


I am sure that West Indians 
like William Demas, Alister 
McIntyre, Edwin Carrington 
and “Sonny” Ramphal who 
have been advising OECS gov- 
ernment leaders on political 
union for the OECS must also 
be anxious to benefit from the 
information, the developments 
that prompted Mr. Mithcell to 
reduce the debate on political 
unity to one of “democrats ’ ver- 
sus “communists”. 





Surely, the priine minister of 
St. Vincent and the Grena- 
dines must he aware of the sup- 
port that has been openly com- 
ing from the so-called “left” 
right in his own country for 
political union. One such “left” 
politician, Ralph Gonsalves, 
has even identified himself 
with Mitchell’s proposal for an 
executive style presidency for 
OECS political union. 

He cannot be referring to the 
leaders of parliamentary and 
other non-governmental par- 
ties who gathered in St. Lucia 
in July and formed a “Standing 
Committee of Opposition Par- 
ties in the Eastern Caribbean 
States (SCOPE) as a mechan- 
ism to advance their own ideas 
on regional political integra- 
tion? 

The SCOPE group of parties 
which, incidentally, does not 
include either the New Jewel 
Movement or the Maurice 
Bishop Patriotic Movement of 
Grenada, but numbers some of 
the centrist and conservative 
parties of the type that now run 
governments within the 
OECS, have made some rather 
reasonable demands of the gov- 
erning parties that claim to be 
“democratic” and supportive of 
political unity. 


For instance, they have asked 
for structured dialogues with 
the governing parties and for a 
“white paper” on their thinking 
on political unity. There is yet 
to be any positive response. 


Some of the governing par- 
ties, including Mitchell's own 
NDP, have been accused of 
failing or refusing to have 
proper consultation with their 
opposition. 
~ The SCOPE group has re- 
quested “fair access to radio 
and television broadcasting fa- 
cilities owned or controlled by 
government”; and to be pro- 
vided with “proper research 
staff, office accommodation 
and other necessary facilities 
for the better carrying out of 
constitutional parliamentary 
responsibilities. . .” 

What's so difficult, so unfair, 
unprincipled or “undemocra- 
tic” about these requests? Why 
should these and other propos- 
als from legitimate non-gov- 
ernmental parties be viewed as 
the tactics of opposition parties 
to frustrate plans for OECS 
unity or, worse, being in- 
fluenced by a desire to aid and 
abet international commun- 
ism? 

The Caribbean Congress of 
Labour, in their own presenta- 
tion to the OECS heads of gov- 
ernment, have also expressed 
reservations and indicated 
their own approach to the issue 
in the initial stages. 

Centrist and rightwing ruling 
parties within the OECS sub- 
region are themselves divided 
not only over the form or char- 
acter of a political union — fed- 
eration or unitary stute — or 
the time-table for such a deve- 


lopment. They have differing 
views on a range of issues. 

Why then the charge against 
“extreme leftwing” elements 
for working to frustrate OFCS 
political unity? Is there going 
to be no end to this kind of 
foolish politics of the “good 
guys” versus the “bad guys”? 

Are these “good guys” to be 
found within the United 
States-spawned and finan- 
cially supported Caribbean 
Democratic Union (CDU)? 

Mitchell himself has spoken 
clearly: “We are all,” he said, 
“except Antigua and Barbuda, 
now members of the Caribbean 
Democratic Union, with the 
same political philosophy. The 
time for us to unite is, there- 
fore, fortuitous. If we do not 
come together now, it will not 
happen again. Other political 
parties in the region, of other 
complexions, will also need to 
unite”. 

Well, in a region that claims 
to believe in ideological plural- 
ism, parties of “other complex- 
ions” have united, for the time 
being, under the umbrella of 
SCOPE. 

If they are not the “bad 
guys,” then why the fear? Why 
the need to generate hysteria? 

_All propaganda about 
“democrats” versus “commun- 
ists” should cease, if today’s 
governing and opposition par- 
ties really want to achieve a 
political union for the OECS. 


CRUSADER on Mitchell's Views 


Castries CRUSADER in English 5 Sep 87 p 5 


[Nicholas Joseph column "Tete~a-Tete"; 


Dead Horse for OECS Union"] 


[Text] 


One of the clearest indications 
which suggests that the Compton, 
Mitchell initiative for OECS Unity 
is losing steam, was the resurrec- 
tion of the old Communist Bogey, 
by Prime Minister James Mitchell 
of St. Vincent. 


"The Old Communist Bogey~e-Whipping a 


In a CANA Radio Newscast on 
Tuesday, Mr. Mitchell exposed 
his bankruptcy of ideas, when he 
reached for the old Communist 
cloak to cover the real motives 
for his call for O.E.C.S. Unity. 
However in the process, he 














opened his cast of mind, and 
came very close to confirming the 
view that the initiative was 
formed outside the Region; a 
claim both Compton and Mitchell 
have strongly denied. 


Prime Minister Mitchell in an 
apparent response toScOpE that 
the issue was losing momentum, 
rushed to the airwaves and in a 
rash statement, attempted to 
keep the OECS initiative alive 
and kicking, by jumping on the 
ancient ‘‘Communist Bogey’’. He 
said that some of the persons 
who are against OECS Unity are 
Agents of Communism who 
believe that a divided OECS will 
be easier to lure into the 
Communist fold as single Na- 
tions. A Form one (I ) school-boy 
travelling with me who heard the 


statement, sucked his teeth and 


said, ‘‘Communism again'’. The 
boy had given me the thought for 
my column;- TETE - A - TETE. 


It is said that Birds of a Feather 
Flock together, as in the case 
of Antigua with Vere Bird and 
Son. Consequently Mitchell's 
statement is in: keeping with his 
St. Lucia counterpart John Comp- 
ton, who told the Caricom Heads 
of Government Conference that 
“Ideological Pluralism ‘is a thing 
of the past in the 
Region, because the leaders are 
of the same Chemistry. 


One thought that Son Mitchell 
among other OECS Leaders was 
more sound and open-minded 
and would not find himself 
uttering such rubbish, but he has 
exposed himself as yet another 
puppet who would toe the 
master's line. 


What a pity; that by rubbing 
shoulders with Compton, Seaga 
and Eugenia Charles that some of 


the ideological filth has stuck on 
the mouth of Son Mitchel. Surely, 
the old saying is true, “show me 
your friends and | will tell you 
who you are."’ Son Mitchell has 
made it absolutely clear that 
there is no difference between 
them, in fact they are aii 
bankrupt of ideas and lack the 
political will to galvanise public 
debste in favour of the proposal. 


When Mitchell dived for the old 
Communist Bogey to keep his 
OECS initiative afloat, he laid the 
proposal void and empty and 
threw all other argumen’s advan 
-ced so far, in favour of a union 
out of the window. 


Surely, Mitchell's statement is a 
blatant disregard of opposite 
views, which may not necessarily 
be against OECS Unity. Besides it 
is an insult to the intelligence of 
Caribbean people. 


It is disgraceful and shameful if 


Mitchell believes that Caribbean 


people should have swallowed 
hook-bait-and-sinker, an idea 
which Compton told them ‘‘just 
emerged” at a B.V.I. Conference. 
There are sufficient lessons in 
history to remind us that we must 
always be on guard. 


It is absolutely clear that OECS 
Leaders have been found want- 
ing on the issue. They have 
provided no clear-cut informa- 
tion or guidelines on their own 
initiative. They have not imple- 
mented nor initiated any pro- 
gramme to educate the masses as 
to the Pros-and-cons of an OECS 
Union. They have not even 
attempted to clear the doubts in 
the minds of Caribbean peuple, 


nor have they’ set about 
to create a climate of'Good-will’, 
in their respective countries. 
There is every reason for suspi- 
cion and concern. especially 











when one listens to the state- 
ments coming from Caribbean 
Leaders and supposedly intellec- 
tual giants. : 


Can you imagine Dr. Vaughn 
Lewis advancing the role the 
OECS countries played in the 
Invasion of Grenada as a success 
and proof for OECS Union? 
Ridiculous! Absurd! but true. 


It is my view that the economic 
reasons advance so far for the 
OECS Union can be achieved 
under the present structure of 
the Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean. The Treaty establish- 
ing the Organisation state in 
article (3 : 1 ) the major purpose 
of the organisation as follows:- 


(a ) The promotion of the 
co-operation among OECS Mem- 
ber states at the regional and 
International levels; 

(b ) The promotion of Unity and 
solidarity among QECS Member 


States and defence of their: 


sovereignty, territorial integrity 
and independence; 

(c ) To assist OECS Member 
States in realising their obliga- 
tions and responsibilities to the 
international Cofhmunity. 


ee 
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(d ) to seek the fullest possible 
harmnisation of foreign policy 
including the adoption where 
possible of common positions on 
international issues and arrange- 
ments for joint overseas represen 
-tation and or Common Services; 
(e ) the promotion of Economic 
integration through the ECCM 
and (f ) to pursue the above 
through discussion on matters of 
Coramon concern. 


Dr. Vaughn Lewis will agree that 
the goals and objectives of the 
OECS Treaty are therefore wide- 
ranging and aim in effect, at 
utilizing the vehicle of Regional 
co-operation for the economic, 
social and political advancement 
of the OECS region. 


The question of OECS Union is 
not a matter simply for the 
personal self-interest of — the 
Leaders. It is not who will be 
President amd where the Head- 
quarters will be jiocated. It is 
what will be the benefit to the 
ordinary Caribbean Meru. 


Prime Mister Miteheli will do 
the Caribbean a service if} he 
spends his ime in eeucating the 
masses, than in whiopsnge a dead 
“COMMUAIST RORSE.” 








INTER-AMERICAN 


CARIBBEAN PARTIES CALL FOR WHITE PAPER CN OECS UNION 


32980019b Castries THE VOICE in English 2 Sep 87 p 3 


[Text } 


THE Standing Committee of Opposition Parties of the Eastern 
Caribbean States (SCOPE) has called for the publication of a white 
paper on plans by countries in this sub-region to form a single 


nation 


The opposition leaders, in a statement here, said they would 
commission a detailed technical study of the implications of the 
unity proposal, with a view to advising itself and the public on this 


matter. 


The statement was issued at 
the end of a one-day meeting 
of SCOPE to review the pace 
and progress of the unity 
initiative being pursued by the 
Governments of the Organisa- 
tion of East Caribbean States 
(OECS). 

Chairman of SCOPE, Julian 
Hunte, said the committee 
intended to take the necessary 
steps to remind the OECS 
Heads of Government of the 
need for clear and explicit 
details on what they are 
proposing. 

“We have identified the need 
for a wide-scale democratic 
consultation to be conducted in 
a uniform and democratic 
manner and within a climate of 
goodwill and in the spirit of 
good faith’ the SCOPE state- 
ment said. 

It added: “If in fact the 
leaders have tripped over their 
own feet in their hurry to race 
towards unity for their own 
secret reasons then they 
should say so, and return to the 
matter of dealing with the social 
and economic problems facing 
the OECS,” Hunte said. 

Hunte said that SCOPE 
insisted that the process of 
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consultation with the people 
must be institutionalised after 
extensive dialogue with and 
concurrence by the opposition. 

“The committee noted with 
regret and alarm the refusal of 
Prime Minister (John) Compton 
of St. Lucia even to acknow- 
ledge let alone reply on behalf 
of the OECS Governments to 
SCOPE's formal offer of bi- 
partisan approach for dialogue 
towards OECS unity,” the 
communique said. 

“It was felt that the Govern- 
ments were only interested in 
unity in so far as it entrenched 
them in power and marginalised 
the opposition. We could not 
and would not support OECS 
unity on these terms,” Hunte 


said 

Delegates told the meeting 
that the unity initiative appeared 
to have lost momentum in each 
isiand and in the case of 
Antigua had grounded to a halt. 
The Antigua Government has 
already announced that it will 
not participate in any federation 
of the OECS. 

“There were similar reports 
of the lack of consultation by 
respective Governments, the 
disrespectful treatment of 


official opposition parties, and 
the abuse of the public 
participatory process on. the 
issue,” the communique said. 

It added, that the meeting 
also noted with concern that 
there was inconsistency on the 
part of Heads of Government 
on such matters as the time- 


table for moving towards unity, 
the form of unity, and the 
method of consultation with the 
people. 

“The committee insisted that 
the general norm of 
consultation be institutionalised 
uniformly and meaningfully.” 
the statement said 
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GOVERNMENT failed to in- 
troduce in Parliament the neces- 
sary implementing legislation 
needed to bring the Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaty into effect. 

And, with the House of 
Assembly not meeting again until 
next month when Members of 
Parliament are faced with a heavy 
agenda, it is not certain whether 
Government will deal with the 
Ircaty before the end of the 
year. 

The Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaty (MLAT) with the United 
States, was signed by Attorney 
General Paul Adderley on June 
12 this year on behalf of the 
Bahamas Government. I was 
tabled in Parliament on 
September 2. 

The treaty is designed to pro- 
vide more effective co-operation 
between the United States and the 
Bahamas in the investigation, 
prosecution and suppression of 
serious crimes, such as drug traf- 
licking. 

Assistance includes taking the 
testimony or statements of per- 
sons, providing documents, re- 
cords and articles of evidence, ex- 
ccuting requests for searches and 
seizures, transferring persons in 
custody for testimonial purposes, 
serving documents, locating per- 
sons, immobilizing  forfeitable 
assets, among other things. 

The Treaty is intended solely 
for neal legal assistance between 
the criminal enforcement 
authorities of the United States 
and the Bahamas and is not in- 
tended or designed to provide 
such assistance to private parties. 

Effecting the MLAT is one of 
the criteria that a country is to 
meet in order to be certified by 
the United States for assistance 
against drug trafficking. 

the Tribune has contirmed 
from a source at the American 
Embassy that the Treaty, al- 
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though it has been tabled in 
Parliament, isnot vet inetfect. 

“ht has to be ratified by the 
Bahamian Parliament,”’ The 
Iibune was told. “ht has been 
signed, now it has to be ratified. 
Ihe same thing will be done by 
the American Congress.”” 

the tribune was told that the 
Ireaty is not in effect until it is 
ratified by Members of Parlia- 
ment. 

Another source said certain 
Bahamian laws have to. be 
amended and other laws enacted 
bs the House of Assembly and 
Senate before the Treaty takes ef- 
fect. 

“There has to be legislation,” 
the source said. ‘**On the 
Bahamas’ side there has to be 
implementing legislation which is 
requied by Bahamian law. Fol- 
lowing that the United States 
Government makes its pres- 
entation for ratification by its 
Congress. 

“The United States Congress is 
Waiting on discussion from this 
end. They will not ratify it until 
there is some kind of implemen- 
ting legislation by the Bahamas’ 
Parliament to bring it in effect. 

“They have the signatures of 
both persons responsible (Mr 
Adderley and US Ambassador 
Mrs Carol Boyd Hallett). Now it 
has to be approved by the 
Icgislative assembly."’ 

Asked whether the Bahamas 
Government is dragging its fect 
on this matter, he said: ‘I don’t 
think so. The Bahamas has signed 
and the United States has signed. 
The House of Assembly has to 
mect to consider the issue. They 
have not been in session since all 
of the signatures were obtained. 
But, Bahamian law says im- 
plementing Icgislation is required 
to bring the Treaty into effect.” 

Former Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, Mr Kendal Isaacs, QC, 
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Member of Parliament for 
Delaporte said there are many 
items in the Treaty that will re- 
quire Icgal provisions. 

**A treaty is not binding in law 
until its provisions have been in- 
corporated by the laws of the 
country,”’ said Mr Isaacs. ‘‘If 
they are not doing it now, what 
they have to do is to make sure 
that all the provisions of the 
Treaty have legal cficct in the 
Bahamas and that would mean 
enacting some additional laws. 

“*IF there is no legal provision 
to cover some of those parts of 
(the Treaty), there will have to be 
additional laws to give the Treaty 
legal cifect in the Bahamas.” 

Neither Mr Adderley nor Mrs 
Mary Sweetnam, Permanent Scc- 
retary, office of the Attorney 
Ciencral, were available for com- 
ment today. The American Em- 
bassy declined to comment. 

Tribune sources say that the 
Treaty was scheduled for signing 
in August, 1985. But, Mr Ad- 
derley, under whose office it took 
10 years to sign an agreement over 
the AUTEC Andros naval facili- 
tv, said that by that date there 
was only agreement in principle 
and it was known to both sides. 
that the text had not yet been 
agreed. 

fast November American Am- 
bassador Mrs Hallett said she had 
a commitment from Bahamian 
Government leaders that the 
Treaty would be signed by the end 
of 1986. It was eventually signed 
on June 12 this year. 

The Ministry of Foreign Attairs 
stated: “In light of the impor- 
tance of the MEAT to” the 
Bahamas Government's policies 
addressing criminal-rclated use of 
Bahamian facilities, it was decid- 
ed that continued delay in signing 
the Ircaty by the two gov- 
crnments woul’ work to criminal 
advantiare. 
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ALL police leaves have 
been cancelled from the end 
of this month as reports per- 
sist that Prime Minister Pindi- 
ing plans to call snap elec- 
tions. 

A police source confirmed 
that all leaves have been 
cancelled from August 31. Ask- 
ed why, he said: ‘‘! suspect that 
there could be an election.’’ 

However, another source 
claimed that leave had been 
cancelled from the end of 
September - not August. 

A senior Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department officer, who 
was supposed to have been on 
vacation, was back at work 
Wednesday. Asked why leave 
had been cancelled, he said: 
“You will have to ask the 
Commissioner of Police.’’ 

Contacted on the matter, 
Commissioner of Police Mr 
Gerald Bartlett said: ‘Il can’t 
answer that. I have no com- 
ments to make on that. I don’t 
know what’s happening.”’ 


Another police source said’ 
leave had been cancelled so that ' 


a full force will be available for 
the opening of Parliament on 
September 2. 

**We are making preparations 
for that,’’ he said. ‘‘We do not 
know what’s going to happen. 
The FNM may march, the PLP 
may march, and the teachers 
may march. We are preparing 


for the biggest opening of the 
House (of Assembly) ever.’’. 

One senior parliamentarian 
speculated that Government 
may have cancelled the leave 
because it is expecting a series 
of demonstrations by the’ op- 
position Free National Move- 
ment. 

He said that when Parliament 
opens September 2, Prime 
Minister Pindling intends to ad- 
_ the House to September 


**T am not ruling out the pos- 
sibility of an election, but I be- 
lieve they are gearing. up for 
those demonstrations that the 
FNM has been talking about,’’ 
he said. 

Another senior politician said 
he was told on ‘‘good authori- 
ty’ that Prime Minister Pindl- 
ing is planning to call snap elec- 
tions. 

FNM leader Cecil Wallace- 
Whitfield has been on a tour of 
the Family Islands since Friday 
to inform supporters that the 
FNM has not accepted the elec- 
tion results. He has outlined the 
party’s plans to present peti- 
tions to the Election Court to 
challenge the election. He has 
been well received in all the set- 
tlements he has visited. 

Over a month ago Mr Whit- 
field, MP-elect for Marco City, 
Grand Bahama, predicted that 
the Prime Minister was gearing 
up for an October election. 
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He advised all FNMs to re- 
main on ‘‘election alert’’ after 
receiving information that Sir 
Lynden will call another elec- 
tion because of accusations of 
irregularities on election day. 

He said all FNM constituency 
headquarters will remain open, 
and he instructed FNM can- 
didates to continue the cam- 
paign. . 

FNM vice chairman Rudy 
Penn said he had been ‘‘reliably 
informed’”’ that the June 19 reg- 
ister of voters was not a proper 
register and would not stand up 
in a court under challenge. 

Mr Whitfield has charged 
that a ‘‘massive fraud’’ took 
place on June 19. He claimed 
that the PLP, which captured 
31 seats, ‘‘stole’’ the election 
from the FNM, which got 16 
seats. 

Three ‘‘eminent’’ lawyers 
from Guyana, Trinidad and 
Jamaica have been retained by 
the FNM to help prepare elec- 
tion court petitions, which are 
expected to be filed shortly 
after the opening of Parlia- 
ment. 

Addressing a mass rally in 
Nassau on Teinvday, Mr Whit- 
field told thousands of sup- 
porters that the party’s lawyers 
have advised that there is a pos- 
sibility that the Election Court 
will rule that the entire June 19 
election was null and void, 
placing the country in another 
general election situation. 





FNM vice chairman Mr Penn 
said the FNM has received in- 
formation, which the party be- 
lieves to be good, that a general 
election will be held sometime 
in October. 


**We believe Mr Pindling was 
advised that the register of 
voters as it was for the June 19 
elections, was not a proper reg- 
ister and cannot stand up in 
court,”’ said Mr Penn. ‘‘We 


also learnt that Mr Pindling has 
advised that all PLP  head- 
quarters remain open. This we 
have checked on and found that 
most of them in New Pro- 
vidence are functioning.”’ 

Rather than face the em- 
barassment of having the Elec- 
tion Court declare the June 19 
election null and void, it is be- 
lieved the Prime Minister will 
go back to the people. 
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“"WE are on the road to vic- 
tory and nothing is going to 
stop us,’’ Free National 
Movement leader Cecil 
Wallace-Whitfield told a mass 
rally on the Eastern Parade 
last night. 

Hundreds of FNM supporters 
braved intermittent rain to heat 
Mr Whitfield and other 
speakers tell of investigations 
being conducted by the FNM 
into alleged irregularities that 
took place during the June 19 
general clections. 

Mr Whitfield warned that 
Prime Minister Pindling might 
decide not to wait for the Elec- 
tion Court’s decision and 
dissolve Parliament before the 
cases are determined. 

**We are faced with the pos- 
sibility of a general election. 
Don’t let us go to sleep on 
that,’ he said. 

Mr Whitfield said the FNM 
has already written Commis- 
sioner of Police Gerald Bartlett 
and given him a list of alleged 
irregularities to investigate in 
Nicholl’s Town, Andros and 
Acklins, Crooked Island, and 
Fort Charlotte. 

Before the end of the week, 
said Mr Whitfield, the Com- 
missioner of Police will receive 
a second instalment of alleged 
irregularities occurring in other 
constituencies in New Pro- 
vidence and the Family Islands. 

*“Once we report to the 
Commissioner of Police,’’ said 
Mr Whitfield, ‘‘we have done 


our duty. Now, the Commis- 
sioner of Police has a responsi- 
bility to the people of this na- 
tion, not just to (Attorney Gen- 
eral) Paul Adderley and Pindl- 
ing. He is answerable ultimately 
to the people.”’ 

PLP chairman Sean Mc- 
Weeney commented last week 
that Mr Whitfield must have a 
crystal ball to see elections 
around the corner. 

Mr Whitfield said the FNM 
knows of all the wrong-doing 
that took place in the Bahamas 
during the June 19 general elec- 
tions. 

FNM investigations, he said, 
have showed that people who 
never lived in certain consti- 
tuencies were allowed to be 
placed on the register in those 
constituencies and voted in 
those constituencies in order to 
effect a result that the people 
who lived there did not want. 


Mr Whitfield said the FNM’s 
lawyers are confident that the 
FNM has a good case to present 
before the Elections Court. 

Mr Whitfield said Sir Lynden 
is going to be faced with a 
number of alternatives. “Sir 
Lynden, he said, may decide 
not to wait for the decision of 
the Elections Court and dissolve 
Parliament before the cases are 
determined. 

On the other hand, he said, 
Sir Lynden may wait for the 
Elections Court’s decision and 
if the FNM wins enough seats 
and the court declares enough 


seats null and void, Sir Lynden 
will have no other alternative 
but to dissolve Parliament be- 
torre aa faced with the 

*“We are with t 
sibility of a general decien. 
Don’t let us go to on 
that,’’ said Mr Whitfield. 
‘*‘Despite what Sean and 
Creswell Sturrup and others 
might think, Pindling knows 
that we have evidence, hard ev- 
idence, as a result of which 
Pindling may very well decide 
to dissolve Parliament before 
the election cases are heard.’’ 

He said the FNM constituen- 
cy associations must begin im- 
mediately to file notices of ob- 
jection against those persons 
who do not live in that par- 
ticular constituency but whose 
names appear on the register. 


**We also have got to go in 
search of some aggressive can- 
didates,”’ he said. ‘‘Some of 
our candidates in some of the 
areas in which we lost were too 
nice. They were too timid. 


**We need to get our consti- 
tuency associations immediately 
in the search mode - search out 
more candidates that are ag- 
gressive, that will take the 
message to the people. We need 
people who are going to work.’”” 


as 
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WHEN Opposition Leader 
Cecil Wallace-Whitfield has 
completed his present course, 
the Free National Movement 
will end up with fewer 
parliamentary seats, Prime 


Minister Pindling predicted. 


Monday night. 

Prime Minister Pindling also 
said that the FNM _ Leader’s 
**hothead”’ is a serious liability, 
which may cause him to lose the 
leadership of the party a second 
time. 

Addressing over 1,000 sup- 
porters at the party’s first 
public rally since the June 19 
general elections, the Prime 
Minister said the FNM’s 
charges of electoral fraud is 
nothing but ‘‘poppycock’’ and 
a ‘‘red herring’’ to find an ex- 
cuse for not delivering on 
promises made to its financial 
backers. 

He told the cheering crowd at 
the Columbus Primary School 
grounds that the best thing that 
happened to the PLP since June 
1%h was the re-emergence of 
Mr Whitfield as Leader of the 
Opposition. 

The Prime Minister said that 
when they were in high school 
together, he was referred to as 
**Ping’’ and Mr Whitfield was 
called ‘‘Soapy.’’ 

‘**He had a heart of gold then 
and he has a heart of gold now. 
He had a head of fire then and 
he has got a head of fire now,”’ 
he said. 

**Nothing’s changed. It was 
his head of fire that caused him 
to lose out to (former Opposi- 
tion Leader Kendal) Isaacs in 
the first place and it is his head 
of fire, if he dvesn’t find a way 
to cool it down, that is going to 
cause him to lose out to some- 
body in the second place,’’ he 
said. 

*“‘Why? And # might as well 
tell vou. A head of fire is a 
head full of heat and a head full 
of heat is a hothead and a hot- 
head is a serious liability any- 
where in the world. | wouldn't 


talk about the Bahamas. A 
hothead is a serious liability,’’ 
he said. 

“If he has a serious problem, 
sabre-raitling will not solve it. 
Sober judgment will. If he has a 
case for the courts, civil 
disorder and public disruption 
will not help him. Stability 
will,”’ the Prime Minister said. 

He said that Mr Whitfield 
never did learn a very simple 
elementary lesson which is this, 
you can't ever have your cake 
and eat it too. 

**You see, you can't preach 
peace and war at the same time, 
you can’t have revolution and 
the rule of law at the same 
time,’’ the Prime Minister said. 
‘So the noise in the market 
maybe revolution, but the price 
of the fish is the Bahamian 
people will never allow.”’ 

hen Cecil Wallace-Whit- 
field will have completed the 
course he now seems to be set 
on, | agree with (PLP Chair- 
man and Senator) Sean Mc- 
Weeney, he will wind up with 
less seats than he now has,”’ the 
Prime Minister said. 

Now unfortunately, he said, 
those who financed the FNM’s 
campaign must be given an an- 
swer. 

‘‘Now the FNM is a piomis- 
ing party. They promised 
everything under the sun, they 
even promised some things over 
the sun. The trouble is they 
couldn’t deliver on any of those 
promises,’’ he said. 

‘*Now all of that big noise, 
o of that big perception, they 

have got to exp ain, how come? 
You can’t even say how. That's 
the problem. You talking about 
the price of the fish, that’s the 
price right now,”’ he said. 

“All the talk about PLP 
fraud is nothing but a red herr- 
ing to try to find an excuse for 
not delivering on those prom- 
ises. Unfortunately the noise in 
the market is only noise in the 
market, the price of the fish is 
still pay me what you owe me,”’ 
he said. 
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“*And I don't care where they 
turn, they are going to mect the 
man who is going to tell them 
pay me what you owe me, don’t 
bring me any excuse, pay me 
what you owe me,”’ the Prime 
Minister said. 

He reminded the crowd that 
at a rally at Uriah McPhee 
Primary School several days 
before Nomination Day, he told 
of how the Bay Street Boys had 
taken over the FNM ‘“‘lock, 
stock and barrel.’’ 

“Some people believed me, 
some people didn’t believe me, 
some were not quite so sure. 
But | told them then that the 
Johnstones, the Kellys, the 
Christies, the Roberts, the 
Coles, the’ Loboskies and the 
Symonettes were in effective 
control of the Free National 
Moveinent,’’ he said. 

‘‘Well then came June 19 and 
boy they all came out from 
under the covers, under the 
blankets, under the mattresses 
and under the everything else 
and everybody opened their 
eyes and said, Oh my Lord, 
what is this? Where they come 
from? Then they remembered 
what I said,’’ he noted. 

‘*Bay Street came out in full 
force and had a representative 
watchdog in every key spot all 
over the country. What you 
think they were watching for? 
Watching their own property. 
Watching what they paid for. 
hedoae tggy what they had 
bought. atching what was 
theirs. Trying to make sure that 
they went back on the Eastern 
Road with the victory that they 
had been promised,’* he said. 

‘**But they had everything ex- 
cept for the people. Thank God 
for the people. Now if we rob- 
bed them, how come Whitfield 
win. If we robbed them how 
come Isaacs win. Man _ for 
goodness sake, if you are going 
to thief, you might as well be a 
good one. Ain't no point fool- 
ing around. I told you before 
that is absolute poppycock,”’ he 
said. 
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“So today, the last day of 
August, they are still, they are 
the owners of the Free National 
Movement. If you didn't be- 
lieve me before they had paid 
for the FNM, I am sure you be- 
lieve me now,’’ Prime Minister 
Pindling said. 

“I told you before, when 
Reginald Lobosky was chair- 
man of the FNM, his slogan 
was, ‘We want our country 
back.’ Nothing's changed. He is 
still there, wanting his country 
back,”” he said. 

“He thought Isaacs and Co 
would have been able to deliver 
it to him, while he sat in the 
back pulling the strings. He is 
still there pulling the string,’’ he 
said. 

**The Bay Street Boys are the 
real leaders of the FNM today 
whether Whitfield realizes it or 
not and whether he likes it or 
not. Whitfield is only their 
spokesman. | told him don’t 
bend down. | told him. | told 
him don’t bend down,”’ he said. 


‘*Desmond Edwards, he bent 
down before time. Man you 
know it is really a shame, that 
poor young man gave it all he 
had to his FNM, he withdrew. | 
mean he was to be their can- 
didate in) Centreville and he 
backed out and they promised 
him and my Lord, just like one 
of them lame horses at Hobby 
Horse Hall, just before the tape 
pull they scratched him,’’ he 
told the crowd. 

“And look who they put in 
his place, Pep Svmonette’s son, 
Brent Symonetic. Now that’s 
something, ch. Boy look here, 
and some of you all still don't 
believe that Bay Street own the 
FNM. If you don’t believe it, 
you ask Desmond Edwards. 
That is when he could 
Straighten up,’’ the Prime 
Minister said. 

“I told him so. They scratch- 
ed him for Brent Symonette, 
Pop Symoncette’s youngest son 
who don't know pooh from 
pow,”" he said. 

**PLPs or FNMs who do not 
believe that the Bay Street Boys 
are not in full charge of the 
FNM, go in Dupuch & Turn- 
quest office, ask to see Mr 
Symonette,’’ he said. ‘‘Brent 
Symonette is Pop Symonette’s 
son and Pop Svmonette is the 
man who said that Cecil 


Wallace. Whittield was the 

‘The noise in the market is 
that my friend and school mate 
Whitfield is fighting for his 
children. The true price of the 
fish is that he is fiehting for the 
Kellys’ children, Christies’ 
children and Solomons’ 
children and Roberts’ children, 
Coles’ children, the Loboskys’ 
children and the Symonettes’ 
children,’’ he said. 

‘| had to laugh the other 
night when I look at The 
Tribune when I see my friend 
sitting down on the front page 
of the newspaper working hard 
and he had his little baby close 
to him. Now he wasn’t sending 
me no message. Showing the 
difference between Leaders. Ah 
boy, this is a hell of a world 
you know,”’ the Prime Minister 
said. 

**The noise in the market will 
soon tell us that the Symonettes 
have changed, that the 
Loboskys have changed, that 
the Johnstones have changed 
and that they now believe in the 
same things that Whitfield be- 
lieves in,’ he said. 

**Boy that’s funny,’’ he said. 
‘The price of the fish is that 
Whitfield has changed and now 
believes in and stands for and 
represents the same thing that, 
Johnstone believes and stands 
for and represents and the same 
thing that Symonette stands 
for, believes in and represents. 
That is the price of the fish.”’ 

‘“‘Now the Doberman will 
have everybody believe that he 
is one big, bad dude, but that 
too is nothing but the noise in 
the market,’’ the Prime 
Minister said. 

‘*The price of the fish is that 
the big, bad dude is on a leash 
and he can’t get away. Brent’s 
got him tied, Johnstone’s got 
him tied, Basil Kelly’s got him 
tied, Peter Christie’s got him 
tied. Noel Robert’s got him 
tied. Boy, he’s got more leash 
on him than he has got legs,’’ 
he said. 

‘“*His current behaviour is the 
best thing that could have hap- 
pened to the PLP,”’ he said. ‘‘It 
will now open everybody’s eyes 
earlier than anyone of us might 
have thought as to what the real 
FNM is about and he will help 
guarantee that at the earlier 
opportunity, the FNM will lose 
much of what they have now.”’ 
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EIGHT Progressive Liberal 
Party senators, including vice 
president Bruce Braynen, 
have been dropped by Prime 
Minister Pindiing in his new 
11-member slate announced 
today by the Cabinet Office. 

Meanwhile the Official Op- 
position Free National Move- 
ment has announced its five- 
member Senate team, which in- 
cludes only one of its former 
senators. 

The announcement by both 
parties today completed Senate 
appointments only four days 
before Wednesday’s opening of 
the new parliamentary session. 

In the new Senate the PLP 
have 11 seats and the Opposi- 
tion five. In the last senate, the 
PLP had 12 seats and the Op- 
position four. 

The increase in Senate Op- 
position seats reflects the par- 
ty’s improved numerical posi- 
tion in the House after the June 
19 general election - a jump 
from 11 to 16 House seats. 

The Cabinet Office announc- 
ed today that Prime Minister 
Pindting had advised the Gov- 
ernor General to appoint Mrs 
Alma Augustus Adams, Mr 
Edwin L Coleby, Mr Sean 
Gregory Andrew McWeeney, 
Mr Frank Leopold Edgecombe, 
Mr Edison M Key, Mr K 
Neville Adderley, Mr Ralph R 
Hanna and Mr Neville Walter 
Wisdom, to the Senate. 

The Cabinet Office said that 
the appointments were made 


under the provisions of Article 
39 (2) of the Constitution. 

The Prime Minister, acting in 
accordance with Article 39(4) of 
the Constitution, has also ad- 
vised the Governor General to 
appoint to the Senate Mrs 
Telator C Strachan and Mr 
Audiey Dee Hanna. 

Following consulation with 
Opposition Leader Cecil 
Wallace-Whitfield, the Prime 
Minister asked the Governor 
General to appoint trade 
unionist Mr Keith Estward Ar- 
cher to the Senate. 

Mrs Strachan, one of two 
women appointed by the PLP, 
is President of the Straw Ven- 
dors Association, a recipient of 
the National Tourism 
Achievement Award, a member 
of Transfiguration Baptist 
Women’s Auxiliary and a 
member of the Women’s Advi- 
sory council. 

Mr Hanna, formerly of Love 


-Hill, Andros, but a resident of 
Freeport, Grand Bahama, is the 
‘founder and President of the 
-Commonwealth Cement and 
_Construction Workers Union. 


He is a general repairman at 


-Bahamas Cement Company in 


Freeport. 

Mr Archer, who is an Op- 
position appointment, is the 
President of the Bahamas 
Communications and Public 
Officers Union and a member 
of the staff of the Bahamas 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion. 
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The PLP Senate team will be 
headed by Senator Peter Bethel, 
Minister of Youth, Sports and 
Community Affairs, who was 
appointed to the Senate by the 
Prime Minister in June follow- 
ing his defeat in the St John’s 
Constituency in the last general 
elections. 

Dropped by the Prime 
Minister were former senators 
Ishmael Lightbourne, who un- 
successfully contested the Mar- 
athon Constituency in the gen- 
eral elections, Mrs Patricia 
Coakley, Mrs Clara Rose 
Hall-King, Mr Leroy ‘‘Duke’’ 
Hanna, Mr Norris Carroll, Mr 
Bruce Braynen and Mr Alfred 
Stewart. 

Two other former senators, 
Paul Adderley, Minister of 
Education and Attorney Gen- 
eral, and Mrs Ruby Ann Coo- 
per-Darling, won seats in the 
House of Assembly in the gen- 
eral elections. 

The only two remaining from 
the old Senate are Mr Mc-. 
Weeney and Mr Coleby, Senate 
President. 

The FNM’s team will be 
headed by Miss Theresa Moxey, 
whose appointment was an- 
nounced by Opposition Leader 
Whitfield during a whirlwind 
tour olf the Family Islands last 
weck. 

Miss Moxey, who was among 
the team that accompanied Mr 
Whitfield on the tour, is joined 
by Mr Charles Virgill, Mr V A 
Knowles, Mr Keith Archer and 
Mr Brent Symonette. 








Only Mr Virgill has been re- 
tained from the FNM's old 
‘slate, which included Mr J 
Henry Bostwick, Nurse Merlene 
Hanna and Mr Warren Levari- 
ty. 
Four of the PLP’s new 
senators were defeated by op- 
position candidates in the June 
19 gencral elections while 
another incumbent did not run. 

Mis Adams was defeated by 
Mr Frank Watson of the FNM 
in Adelaide, Mr Key lost his 
Marsh Harbour seat to lawyer 
Fred Gottlieb, Mr Adderley was 
beaten in Yamacraw by Mrs 
Janet Bostwick and Mr Wisdom 
was defeated by former Op- 
position Leader Kendal Isaacs 
in Delaporte. 

Mr Edgecombe, former MP 
for Fox Fox Hill since 1977, did 
not run in the elections. He was 
replaced by Mr George Mackey, 
who won in a three-way race 
against the FNM’s Fred Ramsey 
and Independent James Otis 
Brown. 

Miss Moxey, the FNM’s 
Senate Leader was born o1. Oc- 
tober 15, 1950, to Helen Hut- 
cheson of New Providence and 
Mervyn Moxey of Andros. 

She attended St Anne’s 
Schoo! from 1966 to 1971, 
Government High School from 
1971 to 1973, McMaster Uni- 
versity from 1973 to 1976 where 
she obtained her Bachelor’s 
degree; the University of Miami 
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from 1980 to 1982, where she 
reccived her Master’s degree. 

Miss Moxey taught at A F 
Adderley Senior High, R M 
Bailey Senior High and the 

sovernment High schools be- 
fore resigning from the Ministry 
of Education in 1982. 

She has since worked for the 
Bahamas Business College, the 
Hotel Training College and the 
Institute of Accounting and Fi- 
nance. 

She then went into public 
relations with Inter Com- 
monwealth Communications 
Limited. 

Miss Moxey later worked at 
Resorts International as the 
Assistant Director of 
Marketing. While serving there 
she became administrative 
director for the Paradise Island 
Tourism Development Associa- 
tion and is presently Food and 
Beverage Sales Manager at 
Resorts. 

She is an Anglican and at- 
tends Christ the King. 

She is vice president of St 
Cecelia’s PTA, former vice 
president of the Business and 
Professional Women’s Associa- 
tion, and former vice president 
of the Women’s Association of 
the FNM. 

Mr Virgill, FNM Chairman, 
was first appointed to the 
Senate in 1983 following the 
death of Mr George Thompson. 

He is a former Secretary 
General and First Vice Chair- 
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man of the FNM. 
He was born on ars 4, 


10 to Charles Virgill Sr 


s€ved Virgill. He was 


educated at St Juhn’s College « 


and the University of Walcs 
Swansy College. 

- He has worked as a legal 
clerk at Wallace Whitfield and 
Company and later with Ten- 
nyson Wells and Company. 

Mr Symonette, who was born 
on December 2, 1954, is the 
youngest son of the late Sir 
Roland Symonette, the first 
Premier of the Bahamas, and 
Lady Symonette. 

He was educated at St An- 
drew’s School in Nassau, Leys 
School, Cambridge, England, 
Brunel University, London, 
England, where he obtained a 
Bachelor of Science degree with 
Honours in Politics and Law. 

He is a member of the Coun- 
cil of Legal Education and In- 
ner Temple, London, England. 

Mr Symonette was called to 
the English Bar and Bahamas 
Bar in 1978. His occupation is a 
real estate developer and 
lawyer. He is employed by 
Eleuthera Adventurers Limited. 

He is married to Robin Mac- 
taggart, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Neil Mactaggart of Nassau. 
He is the father of two children, 
Islay and Julia. He has three 
brothers, Robert (Bobby), 
Craig and Basil Symonette and 
one sister, Zelda. 
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PRIME Minister Pindling’s 
favourite number 10 came up 
again when Governor-General 
Sit Gerald Cash in the dark of 
night came down from Gov- 
ernment Hill to read the 
Speech from the Throne - 
over 10 hours late - in the 
Senate Chamber. At 10:10 
last night Sir Gerald, facing 
Senators and House 
members, who had at last 
elected a Speaker, started 
reading. 

In a Speech written by Gov- 
ernment he promised that the 
new term would ‘‘lay emphasis 
on economics, development and 
new employment oppor- 
tunities,’’ continue ‘‘its social 
programmes on improving both 
the standard and quality of 
life,’ with respect to ‘‘lifting 
the Bahamas from a Third 
World country by the end of 
the century. 


Mr President and 
Honourable Senators, Mr 
Speaker and Members of the 
Honourable House of 
Assembly: 

Today’s opening of Parlia- 
ment marks the beginning of a 
new chapter in Bahamian histo- 
ry and once again symbolizes 
the continuity and stability of 
our Parliamentary and demo- 
cratic system, its conventions 
and traditions in which all 
Bahamians can take pride. 

In national elections two 


months ago, my Government. 





received the overwhelming 
mandate of the majority of the 
Bahamian people who thereby 
demonstrated their confidence, 
faith and trust in the ability of 
my Government to guide and 
Jead our country for a further 
five years along the peaceful 
paths of progressive develop- 
‘ment. My government is indeed 
grateful to the Bahamian people 
for their vote of confidence ex- 
pressed by the traditional elec- 
toral process of free, democrat- 
ic and peaceful choice which 
thas characterised our orderly 
‘stability for 258 years. 
* The previous Parliamentary 
-term was dominated by politics 
‘and power; now my Gov- 
‘ernment proudly looks forward 
to and confidently expects that 
‘the present term will lay em- 
‘phasis on economics, develop- 
ment and new employment op- 
portunities and to continuing its 
social programmes on improv- 
ing both the standard and qual- 
ity of life, all with the objective 
of lifting the Bahamas from a 
Third World country by the end 
of this century. 
Tourism 

Tourism and resort develop- 
ment, pursued throughou the 
Bahamas with stronger linkages 
to other industries, will provide 
the main thrust for the vast 
programme of economic expan- 
sion that will take the Bahamas 
to First World status. Taken 
together, New Providence, 
Grand Bahama and the Family 
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Islands will make the Bahamas 
one of the finest world class 
tourist and resort destinations 
offering a compelling array of 
vacation options with the finest 
international appeal. Already, 
in New Providence some $400 
million will be spent over the 
next four years in providing 
new tourist facilities and 
upgrading existing ones at Par- 
adise Island, Cable Beach and 
South Ocean which, when 
completed, will provide at least 
an additional 3,000 permanent 
jobs in the tourist industry 
alone. There will be substantial 
improvements and expansion of 
facilities on Paradise Island 
which will include additional 
hotel rooms, a 3,000-foot 
airstrip, cruise ship docking fa- 
cilities, a Bahamian 
marketplace village, a folklore 
entertainment centre and a 
marine park. Agreement in 
principle has also been reached 
with Divi (Bahamas) Limited 
which has bought the South 
Ocean Hotel and adjoining 
properties, including the gclf 
course. The new owners have 
agreed to increase the facilities 
there to 1,000 rooms and 
operate a 15,000 sq. ft. casino. 
Proposals are currently being 
studied for similar expansion of 
facilities in Abaco, Andros, 
Eleuthera and Grand Bahama. 
To give further impetus to the 
economic and social develop- 
ment of these and other islands, 





my Government proposes to in- 
troduce a Family Island Devel- 
opment Bill to increase and 
embody in one Act the incen- 


tives now found in other legis- . 


lation. 

Preparations for the 
Quincentennial Celebrations 
will be intensified with par- 
ticular reference to San 
Salvador. By 1992, the 500 year 
anniversary of Columbus’ land- 
ing in The Bahamas, the infra- 
structure and accommodations 
will be in place in San Salvador 
thereby enabling us to host the 
international community at that 
historic island. 

The Ministries of Tourism 
and Transport will generate the 
expansion of domestic and in- 
ternational air and cruise ser- 
vices and promotional activi- 
ties. To accomplish this, it will 
be necessary to continue the 
present programme of 
upgrading existing airport and 
harbour facilities and to build 
new ones to accommodate vary- 
ing sizes of air and sea carriers. 

My Government will in- 
troduce the Paradise Island 
Bridge Authority Bill, 1987 


which wili enable that Authori- 


ty to become the owner of the 
Paradise Island Bridge with 
power to apply the income from 
its operations to specific 
charitable objects. 

The people of this Com- 
monwealth justly deserve the 
best way of life and the highest 
standard of living that can 
possibly be provided by our ex- 
panding national resources. My 
Government is certain that this 
can be accomplished without 
the imposition of additional tax 
measures, except in those areas 
which clearly indicate the need 
for re-alignment of fees and 
taxes in order to achieve a fairer 
and more equitable distribution 
of the tax burden. No addi- 
tional taxation will be ne 
upon those persons least able to 
pay. 

My Government will continue 
its efforts to provide better 
quality homes for Bahamians 
through the construction of new 
homes and the repair and 
upgrading of existing ones. As 
_ Part of our efforts in the 
redevelopment of the Grants 
Town Area, multiple living 
units will be built to provide 
good affordable houses. 


My Government will amend 
the Real Property Tax Act to 
provide additional exemptions 
for home owners of modest 
means. 

Industry: 

My government will continue 
to give priority to the develop- 
ment of the fishing industry by 
providing assistance to Baha- 
mian fishermen to improve and 
modernise their fleet and fish- 
ing methods. The results of 
fishing studies indicate the 
presence of fish in abundance 
and Bahamians will be en- 
couraged to diversify their fish- 
ing efforts to harvest these 


. resources. Fish farming and ° 


aquaculture projects will be en- 
couraged and promoted. 

Our industrial efforts 
overseas will be _ intensified 


* through the combined efforts of 


the Bahamas Agricultural and 
Industrial Corporation’s Office 
in New York and the Ministries 


of Agriculture, Foreign Affairs — 


and Tourism. Initiatives have 
already been taken to promote 
the Bahamas as a safe and 
stable investment centre. This 
approach is expected to gain 
momentum in the months 
ahead. 

A bill to amend the Industries 


Encouragement Act will be laid | 


before you giving appropriate 


new incentives to those who. 


produce for the domestic 
market. The Bahamas Devel- 
opment Bank Act will also be 
amended to expand the scope 
and usefulness of the Develop- 
ment Bank to those Bahamians 
for whom it was established to 


serve. 
Health Care 


My Government reaffirms its 


commitment to continue to 
provide and improve health 
care to all Bahamians. My 
Government will continue its 
relentless pursuit of providing 
health services that are 
technically sound and finan- 
cially feasible. In pursuance of 
this, in addition to those under 
construction, a number of 
polyclinics and health centres 
will be built in New Providence 
and the Family Islands. The 
Princess Margaret and the Rand 
Memorial Hospitals and the 
Sandilands Rehabilitation Cen- 
tre will be redeveloped. 
Through the regulations being 
developed, the environmental 
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health legislation recently pass- 
ed will give added emphasis to 
environmental health. 

The Social Welfare Pro- 
gramme of Public Assistance 
for the aged, the disabled and 
neglected children will be main- 
tained and improve where 
necessary. Social Ser pro- 
grammes are already being ex- 
panded to all Family Islands. 
My Government will continue 
to assist the poor and care for 


- the indigent. 


Amendments to the laws 
governing the maintenance and 
education of children under the 
Matrimonial Causes Act, the 
Matrimonial Causes (Summary 
Jurisdiction) Act and the Af- 
filiation Proceedings Act will be 
introduced. ° 

The Administration of 
Estates Bill 1987 will be rein- 
troduced as well as the 
Parliamentary Pensions Bill 
1987, and the Governor- 
General’s Pension Bill 1987. 
The Judges Remuneration and 
Pensions Bill will be laid before 

ou. 

. My Government continues to 
underscore and recognize the 
primacy and overriding impor- 
tance of developing the human 
resource potential which is em- 
bodied in the people of the 
Bahamas. The newly created 
Ministry of Employment and 
Immigration brings together a 
number of agencies dealing with 
probation, training, rehabilita- 
tion, immigration and employ- 
ment. 

Employment 

My Government fully 
recognizes the need to redouble 
its efforts in the very important 
task of finding employment for 
Bahamian job scekers, especial- 
ly women. My Government will 
continue to implement various 
policies and programmes which 
will ensure that the importation 
of non-Bahamians to work in 
this Commonwealth does not 
adversely affect the employ- 
ment of Bahamians but rather 
will enhance their well-being. 

It is a matter of historical re- 
cord and pride that my Gov- 
ernment has maintained a high 
level of commitment and ex- 
penditure on the education and 
training of Bahamians for over 
20 years. Particular emphasis 
has consistently been placed on 
basic education throughout the 








Bahamas, on the provision of 
buildings, on staffing and on 
the creation of facilities for 
secondary educatien; for the 
establishment of the College of 
the Bahamas; fer the further 
education and training at home 
and abroad for many thousands 
of persons who have thereby 
been prepared for leadership 
positions in their places of 
employment and for the start of 
vocationally-oriented education 
and training in the secondary 
and tertiary levels of the educa- 
tional system. 

My Government believes that 
anticipated developments in 
banking, business and the 
tourism and resort industry, 
together with the consequent 
expanded demand for services, 
will impose additional demands 
on our educational system. 


My Government will become | 


more actively involved in the 
provision of pre-school educa- 
tion and will take new initia- 
tives in the teaching of English, 
Mathematics, Science, Craft 
design and technology at the 
Primary level. Having deter- 
mined that the normal structure 
of secondary education will be 
in single stage units, my Gov- 
ernment will continue to 
upgrade secondary school facil- 
ities including the building of 
additional science laboratories 
and rooms for new and tradi- 
tional vocationally-oriented 
subjects. 

My Government believes that 
it is now appropriate to reap- 
praise the role and functions of 
the College of the Bahamas and 
proposes to review the progress 
that has been made in achieving 
the objectives originally set for 
the College with a view to in- 
troducing new programmes and 
departments to serve more ade- 
quately the economic, social, 
educational and administrative 
needs of the Bahamas. The de- 
velopment and planning of uni- 
versity level teaching and 
research at the College of the 
Bahamas will be given priority. 

My Government believes that 
present and anticipated devel- 
opments in the tourism and 
resort industry provide addi- 
tional impetus for significant 
developments for the cultural 
expression for our people in art, 
music, dance and drama. The 
creation of a school for the per- 


forming and visual arts is being 
planned for incorporation in 
the College of the Bahamas. 

A pilot Arts and Crafts pro- 
gramme is being started at the 
National Industrial Training 
Centre in Nassau which is ex- 
pected to develop methods of 
instruction in the techniques 
and technology of art, craft and 
design based on the heritage of 
junkanoo and other Bahamian 
cultural traditions. This will 
also provide instruction in en- 
trepreneurship and small 
business management which 
would promote the high quality 
of locally-manufactured souve- 
nirs and objects for sale to the 
national and tourist markets. 


My Government will con-’ 


struct trade workshops at Her 
Majesty’s Prisons to aid and 
assist the rehabilitation of pris- 
on inmates and thereby prepare 
them to earn a useful livelihood 
in society. Suitable 
rehabilitative and educational 
programmes will continue to be 
implemented to equip the boys 
and girls of the Industrial 
Schools academically, socially, 
morally, spiritually and voca- 
tionally for their eventual 
return to the folds of society. 

Bills amending the Industrial 
Relations Act and the Fair 
Labour Star:dards Act will be 
introduced to provide, among 
other things, for severance pay 
and redundancies. My Gov- 
ernment will introduce the 
Female Employees (Grant of 
Maternity Leave) Bill, 1987 
which will provide job security 
for working mothers. 

To provide fairer competition 
and to better promote the de- 
velopment of the distributive 
trades, legislation will be in- 
troduced to prevent wholesalers 
unfairly competing with 
retailers. 

My Government will increase 
its efforts to mobilize the 
energies of our young men and 
women so that they may take 
advantage of the many oppor- 
tunities now available to them 
economically, socially, cultur- 
ally and educationally. A major 
thrust of our youth program- 
mes will be to reach the unat- 


tached youth, aged 15 to 25, 


which include those youngsters 
on street corners, school drop- 
outs and those who are finding 
it difficult to make the transi- 


tion from school to work. 
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My Government will continue 
to initiate relevant programmes 
for women at the national level 
in accordance with the national 
objectives. One major concern 
that will be addressed is that of 
equipping young women with 
— skills so that they 
can find their way into the 
mainstream of the Bahamian 
economy. 

Sports 

My Government remains ful- 
ly committed to the dynamic 
and systematic development of 
sports and wishes to assure the 
sporting community of its un- 
equivocal and continued sup- 
port. 

My Government proposes to 
organise and implement a na- 
tional sports development pro- 
gramme which will focus its ef- 
forts on the coordination and 
unification of all sports pro- 
grammes in order to achieve 
optimum levels of accomplish- 
ment. 

Transport 

The Ministry of Transport 
and Local Government which 
has responsibility for the vital 
role of air transportation, har- 
bour development and com- 
munication systems to meet the 
ever incresing demands of a 
growing and more sophisticated 
local community and expanding 
tourism markets will continue 
the pursuit of improving these 
services. 

In the Department of Civil 
Aviation, high priority will be 
placed on the development of 
airport terminal facilities in 
New Providence and the Family 
Islands. The next phase of the 
Nassau International Airport 
Development Programme will 
provide a new terminal for 
pre-cleared flights to the United 
States of America with upper 
level boarding fingers and air 
bridges. Airport runways will 
be extended in certain Family 
Islands to accommodate jet 
traffic and a new modern jet 
airport will be constructed in 
Exuma. 

The importance of port 
management and ancillary ser- 
vices in an archipelagic nation 
and tourist destination must be 
emphasized. Mailboats provide 
the vital linkages and ‘‘rail’’ 
systems for the transportation 
of goods and material to Family 
Islanders. Docking facilities for 
mailboats have been upgraded 


considerably and there will be 
further expansion ard 
upgrading of docking facilities 
in the Family Islands. New 
harbours and/or docks will be 
constructed in Abaco, Andros, 
~ Eleuthera, Exuma and Long 
Island. 
~~ My Government views the 
provisions of water supply, 
electricity, telecommunications, 
docks, harbours, airports and 
an improved network of roads 
throughout the Bahamas both 
as a means for providing relief 
and comfort for our citizens as 
well as a vehicle for its future 
economic development. ‘1:0 this 
end the pace of providing such 
services will be accelerated. 
Utilities 

The increasing number of 
new houses in subdivisions all 
over New Providence and the 
many new businesses which are 
opening up have generated a 
steady demand for new tele- 
phone services. New digital ex- 
changes with a combined capac- 
ity of 37,726 lines have been 
commissioned in New Pro- 
vidence. An additional 15,000 
digital lines will be placed ‘in 
service shortly in New Pro- 
vidence making the New Pro- 
vidence switching network 
100% digital. In the remainder 
of the Bahamas telecom- 
munication expansion will con- 
tinue. 

The Bahamas Electricity 
Corporation recently demon- 
strated its effectiveness in 
reducing its fuel consumption 
by passing on to its consumers 
both in New Providence and the 
Family Islands a_ substantial 
reduction in the electricity rates. 
A current $27 million pro- 
gramme involving a 20 
megawatt gas turbine generator 
for Blue Hills Power Station 
and a 10 megawatt diesel gen- 
erator for Clifton Pier Power 
Station will help contain the 
stessure of increasing fuel 
prices and at the same time 
meet the growth in electricity 
consumption from commercial, 
tourist and industrial develop- 
‘iit taking place in New Pro- 
vidence. 

Water 

Water continues to remain a 
precious and scarce resource. 

*» tremendous effort that has 
been put into the barging 
scheme and the rehabilitation of 
the New Providence well fields 


have resulted in an increase of 
the daily production. Realizing 
that the demand is constantly 
on the rise, increased efforts 
will be placed on the rehabilita- 
tion and the extension of the 
New Providence water distribu- 
tion network. In its effort to 
continue to meet the demand 
for improved water and 
sewerage services, my Gov- 
ernment is in the process of 
completing plans for the daily 
production of 10 million gallons 
of potable water. 

During this session of 
Parliament my Government in- 
tends to put before you a Bill 
for an Act to regulate the han- 
dling and storage of Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas and a Bill to 
amend the Private Roads and 
Subdivisions Act. The Abut- 
ments Act will be amended also: 
to cover works arising from the 
proposed Harbour Scheme.. A 
Bill to provide for the registra- 
tion of suitably qualified per- 
sons to practice as professional 
engineers and to promote the 


‘sound practice of engineering at 


a professional level so as to 
enhance public safety will also 
be put before you. The Revised 
Edition of the Bahamas Build-: 
ing Code will be shortly avail- 
able. 

My Government will take 
appropriate steps to maintain 
an atmosphere of maximum 
social tranquality free from the 
fear of crime. The Royal, 
Bahamas Police Force will be 
reorganized and enlarged to. 
meet the challenges of the times 
and launch a major war against’ 
crimes of all kind. Our co- 
operative efforts with United: 
States Law Enforcement Agen- 
cies in the war against drug” 
trafficking will continue ‘to 
justify my Government’s pur- 
suit of establishing the most efe’ 
fective anti-drug programme by, 
public education, law enforce-, 
ment and rehabilitation which 
will exist in the hemisphere. 

A Bill to amend the Danger- 
ous Drugs Act to increase the 
penalty to life imprisonment for 
possession with intent to supply 
of certain quantities of danget- 
ous drugs as well as a Bill to. 
amend the Penal Code to ex- 
tend the maritime jurisdiction 
of law enforcement on Baha- 
mian ships outside territorial 


waters will be introduced. Thé: 


United States of America and 
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the Bahamas Preclearance 
Agreement Act will be amended 
to provide for the forfeiture of 
all monies in relation to which a 
false declaration was made. The 
Treaty between the United 
States of America and the 
Bahamas on Mutual Assistance 
in Criminal Matters will be laid 
before you. 

Amendments to the Coroners 
Act and the Juries Act, which 
will be put before you, will 
remove the distinction which 
now exists between the obliga- 
tion of women and men to serve 
on juries under these two Acts. 

The Court system will be im- 
proved. Public records in the 
Office of the Registrar General, 
the Registry of the Supreme and 
Police Records will be come 
puterized. 

Bills to amend the Police Act 
and the Defence Act will be pul: 
before you to provide for, inter: 
alia, the compulsory testing in, 
the interest of national security, 
for drug usage by officers of, 
both Forces. A Bill to amend’ 
the law dealing with criminal 
records will also be placed be- 
fore you. 

‘In this term of office .my 
Government proposes to extend 
television coverage to most of 
the islands of the Bahamas and 
work is currently in progres* ‘9 
improve the reception of ZINS 
radio throughout the Bahamas. 

My Government has been en-, 
couraged and inspired by .the 
mandate given to it by the 
Bahamian people. My Gov-. 
ernment has demonstrated. its 
commitment to serve those 
Bahamians who have placed 
their trust in my Government’s 
ability to lead our nation suc- 
cessfully for ‘the past twenty. 
years and, with renewed vitali- 
ty, will continue to do so. ; 

My Ministers are deeply con- 
scious of the responsibility 
which has been placed upon 
them and will endeavour to 
discharge that ey aga i 
the interest of all the people of 
the Bahamas in an atmosphere 
of peace and tranquality. My 
Government will solicit the 
support and participation of all 
law abiding citizens of thé 
Bahamas and public institutions 
of the Bahamas including -the 
Church, lodges, trade union? 
and other community organisa 
tions in maintaining a free an 
democratic society committ 
to the pursuit of Christian vire 
tues and the rule of law. ’ 

I pray that the blessings o 
Almighty God may rest upon 
your counsels. 
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THE Free National Movement 
sees an Ominous warning in the 
Speech from the Throne to 
those Bahamians who did not 
support the PLP in the June 
19th election. 

In the Speech from. the 
Throne, read by Governor- 
General Sir Gerald Cash on 
September 2, Government ‘‘de- 
liberately warned any Bahamian 
who did not support the PLP at 
the polls in June’ that they 
‘*should not expect any service 
from the Government of the 
Bahamas,” said the FNM. 

Towards the end of the 
Speech, which is an outline of 
Government policy for its new 
term of office, it was stated: 

‘My Government has been 
encouraged and inspired by the 
mandate given to it by the 
Bahamian people. My Gov- 
ernment has demonstrated its 
commitment to serve those 
Bahamians who have placed 
their trust in my Government's 
ability to lead our nation suc- 
cessfully for the past twenty 
years and, with renewed vitali- 
ty, will continue to do so.”’ 

The FNM believes that in 
such a statement Government is 
‘*clearly forecasting discrimina- 
tion against a segment of bona 
fide citizens of the Bahamas.”’ 

The Official Opposition is 
especially angered that ‘*Gov- 
ernment has seen fit to include 
such a callous and heinous 
forecast in the Speech from the 
Throne.”’ 

In the June general elections, 
almost 50% of the Bahamian 
voters cast their support behind 
the Free National Movement. 
The party believes that, in ef- 
fect Government of the PLP is 
saying that these FNM sup- 
porters should expect none of 
their constitutional rights from 
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Government. 

‘We believe,’’ the FNM’s 
national chairman Senator 
Charles Virgill said, ‘‘that the 
Government has embarked on a 
dangerous course by including 
that paragraph in the Speech 
from the Throne. It is a state- 
ment which invites the people to 
revolt. In the Free National 
Movement we have always ad- 
vocated peaceful channels of 
change, and we are constantly 
keeping check to ensure that all 
Our supporters stay out of 
trouble. What are we expected 
to do when the Government 
itself incites trouble by making 
statements to the effect that it 
will serve only those taxpayers 
who voted for the PLP?”’ 

The FNM recalled a pubic 
statement made earlier this year 
by Deputy Prime Minister Cle- 
ment Maynard when he said 
that henceforth he will be look- 
ing out for the interests of 
PLPs only. ! 

“It is rank discrimination 
when you hear it from the polit- 

‘ical platform,” Mr Virgill said, 
“think how much worse and 
how much more provocative it 
is when you hear the 
Governor-General reading it in 
the Speech from the Throne, 
which the Government prepares 
and gives to him to read. 

*‘The Free National Move- 
ment does not intend to take 
this lying down. We represent 
the interests of not only half of 
the population who voted for 
us, but of all Bahamians who 
now stand in jeopardy should 
they switch their allegiance 
from the PLP,’’ the Chairman 
said. ‘‘Somebody has got to 
stand up and teil the Gov- 
ernment that it has gone too far 
in this business of victimisation 
and intimidation. 
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FNM CONFRONTS GOVERNMENT ON POLICE PERSONNEL ISSUE 
32980020f Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 14 Sep 87 p 1 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


{Text ] 


THE OPPOSITION FNM to- 
day denounced Attorney 
General Paul Adderley for 
allowing politics 1 interfere 
with the national s urity of 
the Bahamas. 

Reacting to the proposed 
forced retirement of Deputy 
Police Commissioner Dudley 
Hanna, the FNM called on Mr 
Adderley to give ihe country 
some explanation of why Mr 
Hanna, who is in line to 
become the next commissioner 
of police, has been asked to 
remove himsecll from the Force. 

‘The PNM turther challenges 
the Government and the 
Minister to bring forward a 
single reavon why a 38-year po- 
liceman of impeccable record, 
honoured by the state and the 
Queen, and who has served 
with distinction in every single 
division of the Force is not to- 
dav considered qualified to fill 
the post of Commissioner,” 
said) party chairman Chuck 
Virgil. 

Mr Hanna, Interpol liaison 
officer for the Caribbean, is 
highly respected as an honest 
and competent police official 
and has a good working rela- 
tionship with the DEA and FBI. 
He was asked to voluntarily 
step down since he reached the 
mandatory retirement age of 55 
{WO yeas ago. 

All this was notwithstanding 
the fact that the present Com- 
missioner, Gerald Bartlett, is 
66, Mr Virgill said. 


The I NM is of the view that 
Mr Hanna’s direct, no-nonsense 
testimony to the Commission of 
Inquiry investigating drug traf- 
ficking and Government cor- 
ruption has cost him = promo- 
tion. 

However, sources close to Mr 
Hanna feel that his problems 
may actually have started in 
1979 when he arrested PLP 
Council members Artis Necly 
and Sonny Martin on mari- 
juana charges in Grand 
Bahama. 

The men were charged in the 
Magistrate's Court for posses- 
sion of marijuana and conspir- 
acy to possess dangerous drugs. 
They appealed the magistrate’s 
decision. The evidence was 
never forwarded to the Supreme 
Court and the matter died. 

When the 1982 session of 
Parliament opened, Mr Martin 
approached Mr Hanna in front 
of the Senate in the presence of 
other senior police officials and 
reminded him of the incident, 
The Tribune was reliably told. 
Mr Martin also made reference 
to the fact that Mr Hanna’s 
post of acting deputy commis- 
sioner, which took effect in 
1980, had still not been con- 
firmed, said a source. 

Mr Hanna was not confirmed 
as deputy commissioner until 
1984 - four years after he took 
up the post and two days before 
to took the stand at the Com- 
mission of Inquiry. 

Immediately prior to his ap- 
pearance before the Commis- 
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sion, two former senior police 
officials commented on the 
length of time Mr Hanna had 
been acting as deputy commis- 
sioner without confirmation. 

Two days before Mr Hanna 
was to take the stand where he 
was expected to be asked about 
his appointment, it was con- 
firmed. : 

Meanwhile two other senior 
officers, chief supt Addington 
Darville, in charge of person- 
nel, and Dep Supt Samuel 
Davis, officer-in-charge of 
radio and transport, were 
yesterday handed letters sug- 
gesting that they might wish to 
consider voluntary retirement, 
The Tribune was informed late 
yesterday. 

‘*| don’t care to comment on 
this thing at all, to be truthful,”’ 
was Mr Bartlett’s only comment 
today. | 

Mr Adderley continued to 
ignore Tribune telephone calls 
on the matter. 

The Force is being reorganiz- 
ed with a Corruption In- 
vestigative Unit investigating 
members. While it is by no 
means unusual to retire officers 
once they reach 55, there is a 
strong view that a person of Mr 
Hanna’s calibre should be ask- 
ed to stay on during this crucial 
period for the Force. 

Former Deputy Prime 
Minister Arthur Hanna (Ann’s 
Town, PLP), a cousin of Mr 
Hanna's, yesterday said the 
move to retire one of the coun- 
try’s most honest and compe- 
tent policemen was shocking. 
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The FNM feels that the 
treatment of Mr Hanna in this 
matter is a direct reflection of 
the Government’s disdain for 
honest policemen on the Force, 
Mr Virgill said today. 

He said that this is the only 
conclusion any sensible Baha- 
mian citizen can come to. 

‘‘Mr Hanna figured pro- 
minently in testimony given be- 
fore the Commission of Inquiry 
three years ago. Some of that 
testimony demonstrated gross 
ineptitude, political impropriety 
and official corruptibility. Mr 
Hanna has never been forgiven 
for being straightforward in his 
testimony, and today he is be- 
ing denied a meaningful pro- 
motion simply because he is and 
always has been an honest po- 
liceman,’’ Mr Virgill said. 

The FNM has kept the facts 
of the Commission of Inquiry 
constantly in the public’s eye 
‘*because we knew for certain 
that the Government would not 
rest until they weeded out any- 
one who even remotely had 
anything to do with exposing 
them,” he said. 

Mr Hanna has long been a 
credit to police enforcement, he 
added. 


Mr Virgill quoted from Mr 
Hanna’s testimony to the 
Commission - ‘Il honour my 
name and I honour my reputa- 
tion and my loyalty to this 
country.’ 

‘‘Those were words which 
should bc enshrined on some 
wall somewhere in every police 
station in the Bahamas, because 
they are words which inspire 
citizens to feel safe in their 
homes and in their offices and 
in their leisuretime activities,” 
he said. 

‘*Apparently the Government 
sees it differently. Apparently 
the question of honour has no 
high place in this Government’s 
priorities.”’ 

Over the past few years, there 


has been an exodus of some of 


the cream of the Force - men 
like Lawrence Major, Avery 
Ferguson, Paul Thompson and 
Grafton Ifill, Many officers 
have quit the Force because 
they felt frustrated. 

*“‘We have a number of 
capable persons on the force,”’ 
a senior policeman commented. 
However, he said that a person 
of Mr Hanna’s qualifications 
ought not be retired during this 
crucial period. 
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THE Free Nationa! Move- 
ment’s heavy reliance on the 
white community during the 
June 19 general elections 
proved to be ‘’a gross error 
of political judgment,’’ 
former Opposition leader 
Norman Solomon said. 

Addressing Bahamian Forum 
Wednesday, Mr Solomon, 58, 
said ‘racism and its proponents 
in 1987 are alive and well in the 
Bahamas.”’ 

Presenting a personal post 
mortem of the June 19 elec- 
tions, Mr Solomon said ‘‘cor- 
ruption was really a non-event 
for the majority of those black 
Bahamians who were the 
bedrock foundation for the 
Progressive Liberal Party.’’ 


The FNM’s chances of victo- 


ry, he said, were also hurt by its 


“obvious rapport’’ with the - 


United States Government and 
its reliance on the American 
media. 

He suggested that former 
FNM leader, Mr Kendal Isaacs 
(MP Delaporte) ought to ‘‘get 
out of politics and stay out, 
even though he is to be con- 
gratulated heartily and sincerely 
for having brought the FNM a 
long way in the right direc- 
tion.”’ 

Mr Solomon who spent 15 
years as a Member of Parlia- 
ment, pointed out that the 
FNM was seen to be leaning 


very, very heavily on the white 
community in the last elections. 

‘There were white people in 
FNM country everywhere you 
look except in the list of can- 
didates,”” he said. ‘‘True they 
were trying to avoid being ob- 
vious, not out of fear, but in an 
attempt to be discrete.”’ 

Mr Soloinon said he had been 
reliably informed that the FNM 
leadership was adamant that 
they could not have more than 
a couple of white candidates. 
While he agreed with that con- 
clusion, Mr Solomon said ‘‘it is 
unfair and it is discriminatory, 
but it is politically astute.” 

‘‘White people went out in 
search of money,’’ he said. 
**White people gave mos: of the 
money. White people manned 
computers. White people nur- 
tured telephones. White people 
wrote speeches. White people 
stepped in to organise because 
there was chaos in ioo many 
places. White people even went 
door to door. 

‘Theirs was as akin to a 
divine mission as any. LO 
(Pindling) and the PI.P had to 
go. That was the battle cry of 
the crusade. They wanted their 
country delivered from corrup- 
tion of all kinds, narcotics none 
the least. And it was their 
bounden duty to help in every 
way possible. | mark them 100 
per cent for being well inten- 
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tioned and 100 per cent for 
making a gross error of political 
judgment.”’ 

Mr Solomon said he wrote 
for two FNM candidates the 
Original versions of two 
speeches broadcast over ZNS. 
Even though he was asked, he 
said he pointedly failed to write 
speeches for other FNM can- 
didates “‘because | felt they 
were too flawed to merit any 
support from me.” 

Because of the FNM's i. .~y 
reliance on white support all 
through the campaign, said Mr 
Solomon, there was a “‘ripple 
of fear’ telegraphed to the 
Black community. 

‘“*If the FNM wins these white 
guys are going to collect on this 
electoral indebtedness,’” Mr 
Solomon said. ‘‘There was 
probably even resurrected the 
spectre of the poor old dead 
UBP, even the skeleton of 
which long ago decayed to dust. 
The unrealistic fear of white 
domination will not die easily in 
this land. : 

‘(The FNM) should ask 
themselves how come the PLP 
not only manage to get by, they 
over and over again manage to 
win and win comfortably with 
virtually no white activists at 
all. It is a political question 
which demands an answer. Un- 
til the Opposition finds that an- 


‘ swer, they will probably con- 


Liwae to lose. 3.’ 





“While I never was and re- 
main no obsessive indoctrinated 
admirer of cither the FNM or 
the PLP, and even though | 
deplore and decry the presence 


of some who rank within the’ 


shicrarchy of both sides, a 
Strong and viable opposition to 
counter a strong and democrat- 
ically elected Government is an 
absolutely essential ingredicnt if 
our most exceticnt system is to 
function as it should and func- 
tio at its best.” ° 

Mr Solomon recalled that in 
‘an address before Bahamian 
Forum some years ago, he said 
that unless the political land- 
scape changed dramatically, the 
PLP would win the next clec- 
tions. 

And, up to the day before the 
elections, he said, ‘‘I also said 
that the PLP would win the 
next election. | admit, however, 
that I did not expect them to do 
as well in Nassau as they even- 
tually did.’’ 

He said it is ‘‘quite extraor- 
dinary’’ how many intelligent 
and aware Bahamians expected 
the FNM to win. Quite 
remarkably, he said, was how 
many were stunned and could 
not answer their top priority 
question: why? He said there 
were many reasons for why, 
some simple, some complex, 
some elusive, and some ob- 
vious. 

First and foremost, he said, 
“‘we have to acknowledge L. O 
Pindling. It is quite obvious 
that L O does not have to go 
and indeed plans not to.”’ 

Mr Solomon recalled that the 
100 per cent white United 


Bahamian Party (UBP), made ~ 


up of far less than 10 per cent 
of the population, controlled 
the destiny of the 85 per cent 
black majority. 

“It was L O Pindling who 
somehow managed in 1967 to 
become a modern day political 
David, possessed of little more 
than a sling shot, black skin, a 
law degree, brain, personality, 
and with a little bit of help 
from his friends Fawkes and 
Braynen, he vzuquished the 
giant and brought ‘freedom’, 
the irue meaning of which most 
Bahamians do not iruly com- 
prehend, to black Bahamians 
from all walks of life. 

‘‘PLP propaganda not- 
withstanding, Sir Lynden did 
not bring freedom. That had 


been here all along,”’ said Mr 
Solomon. ‘*But what he did br- 
ing was a much greater measure 
of social justice and that had 
never been here in any reason-. 
able degree since 1648 when the 
Eleutheran Adventurers were 
washed up into the mouth of 
Preacher's Cave.”’ 

Before 1967, he said, black 
Bahamians were not accorded 
any kind of real equality in any 
area of life or labour. 

‘Their wages were substan- 
dard, their education was 
substandard, their housing was 
substandard, their clothing were 
substandard, their diet was 
substandard, their opportunities 
were substandard,”’ said Mr 
Solomon. ‘‘They and 
everything external about them 
were substandard. And, most 
hurtful of all, perhaps, a fair 
and cqual opportunity for self 
iMprovement was almost always 
denied them. 

“Black people in the popular 
view were lazy, shiltless, 
dishipnest, and, like everything 
surrounding them, they were 
themselves also often regarded 
as it{trinsically substandard. 

‘Indeed this is a concept 
which still lives and still pro- 
sper$ in some heads. Examine 
the Royal Nassau Sailing Club 
and the Nassau Lawn Tennis 
Club and | guarantee you will 
strike gold here and there. 


‘‘Then came along LO and. 
with his coming, much like a’ 


modern day messiah, ‘freedom’ 
came in his wake. In the popu- 
lar view, LO alone, not the 
PLP, broke down the ramparts. 
lt was LO who decapitated the 
UBP monster, singlehandedly 
with his trusted PLP sword. 

-“*Make no mistake about it. 
Racism and its proponents in 
1987 are alive and well in the 
Bahamas. Ask Frankie Wilson. 
He can personally confirm that 
this is true for both sides of the 
pigmentation parameters.’ 

Prior to 1967, said Mr 
Solomon, it was reasonable for 
black Bahamians to view white 
Bahamians as oppressors. ‘‘You 
cannot run from the fact that 
truce equality was not even to be 
found much less applied in the 
rules of the pre-1967 game,”’ 
said Mr Solomon. 

‘It was therefore equally 
reasonable that a very young, 
black lawyer, in accomplishing 
the mission impossible, carved 
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out for himself, not the PLP, a 
niche in the politics, history and 
appreciation of a people that is 
now and forever will remain 
unique. 

**1 think it is fair comment to 
say..that to the majority of 
black people in this country 
who are over 40, L. O Pindling 
may possibly rank second to 
God, but not by more than a 
fine hair. No future Bahamian 
leader will ever again receive 
this kind of adulation.”’ 

Mr Solomon said there is no 
doubt that those who accuse Sir 
Lynden of corruption ‘‘have an 
enormous amount of cir- 
cumstantial evidence to support 
that cry.’ 

‘The FNM took up the cry 


, Of corruption and broadcast it 
‘wholesale like it was the elev- 


enth commandmient,’’ said Mr 
Solomon. ‘‘Quite apart from it 
being a dangerously two-edged 
sword for the FNM, corruption 
was really a non-event for the 
majority of those black Baha- 
mians who were the bedrock 
foundation for the PLP. The 
average black voter just did not 
care about that, be it true or be 
it false. 

“If the FNM had truly 
understood the voters . they 
sought to win over, they would 
have understood from the word 
go that to them Pindling’s cor- 
ruption, as far as | am contern- 
ed, even if it could be and 
would be proven in a court of 
law, to them it doesn’t matter a 
tinker’s damn. 

‘‘They do not care if he is 
corrupt. A lot of them would 
admire his corruption if he is 
corrupt. They would incorrectly 
say ‘the UBP did, this is my 
boy’s chance right now.’ Many 
will also say ‘if it was me, I 
would do it too.’ 

**And those, above all others 


_ who are supposed to establish 


boundaries of principled con- 
duct for others to follow, have 
already said ‘principle don’t put 
bread on my table.’”’ 

The re-election to Parliament 
of Kendal Nottage (St Agnes} 
and George Smith (Rolleville) is 
a ‘‘shining example of the lack 
of significance that fact and 
that label played in the hearts 
and minds of Mr and Mrs 
Average Bahamian.”’ 

**In the FNM there are indi- 
viduals whose personal records 
appear to be, by circumstantial 





and by hard evidence, just as 
corrupt,”’ said Mr Solomon. 
‘“These persons, with an excep- 
tion of two were up to now too 
far removed from real power to 
attract very many corrupters,. 
too impotent to produce results, 
and were accordingly not ap- 
proached by numerous bribers. 
Consider what they might have 
done had they been in power, 
had they been in a position to 
remove names from stop lists, 
etcetera. 

‘This therefore, was another 
error that the FNM made. They’ 
obviously sought to remove the 
mote from their neighbour's eye 
while totally disregarding the 
mote in their own. They also 
expected the Bahamian elector- 
ate to be equally errant in their 


own judgment. This is the only 
explaination for putting up 
candidates, even in safe seats, 
who had too much political 
baggage to carry. The Bahamas 
is too small a country to try and 
foal people.”’ 

Another probable error made 
by the FNM during the election, 
said Mr Solomon, was its ‘‘ob- 
vious rapport’ with the United 
States Government. Even the 
FNM’s reliance on the Ameri- 
can media, while understan- 
dable, said Mr Solomon, hurt 
the FNM. | 

‘‘Bahamians at large,’’ he 
said, ‘‘are nonsensically na- 
tionalistic. They cherish that 
‘independence’ which in fact 
they have never had and which 
they will never ever enjoy. 


Moncur's Views 
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‘Don’t mess with we’ is the typ- 
ical Bahamian reaction to US 
Congressmen, Senators, media 
men or whoever... 

‘It is an excessively euphoric 
outlook which badly needs the 
leavening of the reality that the 
Bahamas is but a sandfly on the 
backside of the Republican ele- 
phant.”’ 

Mr Solomon said that while 
he totally sympathises with the 
FNM over the political pro- 
blems caused and maintained 
by the operation of ZNS 
‘‘which is nothing more or less 
than the PLP propaganda me- 
dium,”’ he said perhaps a better 
way to counteract would be a 
private radio station in the 
Bahamas manned by Baha- 
mians. 


(Text ] 


WORKERS Party executive 
Rodney Moncur said today he 
supports former Opposition 
leader Norman Solomon’s criti- 
cism of the Free National 
Movement. 

“There is no doubt in my 
mind that Mr Solomon was be- 
ing very fair in his comments,”’ 
said Moncur. ‘‘They were real- 
istic comments. | am in total 
agreement with those com- 
ments, except for a small part 
when he deals with Mr Kendal 
Isaacs.”’ 

Presenting a personal post 
mortem of the June 19 general 
elections, Mr Solomon said 
former FNM _ leader Kendal 
Isaacs ‘‘is not made of the met- 
tle needed for Bahamian polli- 
tics,’’ and current FNM leader 
Cecil Wallace-Whitfield, while 
an ‘‘extremely able 
man...frightens many people.”’ 

Speaking at Bahamian 
Forum, Mr Solomon said the 
FNM’s heavy reliance on the 
white community during the 
elections proved to be ‘‘a gross 
error of political judgment.” 

In a statement issued yester- 
day. FNM chairman Senator 
Charles Chuck Virgil said Mr 
Solomon's criticism was ‘‘clear- 
ly those of a former poiitician 
out of touch with reality.” 

Moncur, whose Workers 
Party has an alliance with the 


FNM, said Mr Isaacs made a 
‘serious political error’’ when 
he resigned as Leader of the 
Opposition and of the FNM. 

‘There was absolutely no 
reason for Mr Isaacs to resign,”’ 
Moncur said. ‘‘The fact that Mr 
Isaacs resigned, in the political 
psyche of the population, sug- 
gest that he might have been 
responsible for the FNM losing 
the general elections. 

‘That is not so. Mr Isaacs is 
not responsible for the FNM 
losing. There were a number of 
factors . involved which con- 
tributed to the FNM losing and 
Mr Solomon, in my opinion, 
failed to go far enough in con- 
cluding why the FNM lost.’’ 

The major factor con- 
tributing to the defeat of the 
FNM, said Moncur, is that 

. ‘there was a massive fraudulent 
scheme. The massive fraud was 
successfully perpetrated by the 
PLP as a result of a number of 
internal factors in the FNM." 

Moncur, a former council 
member of the FNM, said 
entering the general elections, 
‘the FNM was in a state of 
turmoil.”” He told of ‘‘political 
manoeuvering’’ in which rela- 
tives of FNM officials were 
given nominations. 

“The FNM seem to have 
been preoccupied with destroy- 
wig its own,” said Moncur. 
**Thev waste too much time try- 
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ing to destroy and discredit 
George Wilson. For every man 
you run out of your party that 
IS. a vote you lose. 

‘Too, they took too long to 
name their candidates and, 
thank God we had those Bay 
Street Boys because many of 
the black candidates were not 
te to find poll and campaign 
workers and so it was important 
then to bring in the Bay Street 
Boys. 

“The disadvantage of using 
the Bay Street Boys was that 
they did not know the consti- 
tuency and once you have a 
man working in a constituency 
and he does not know the con- 
stituency...you are in trouble."* 

Moncur said he blamed Mr 
Isaacs and “Mr Orville Turn- 
quest for Arthur Foulkes’ loss 


10 PLP newcomer Leslie Miller 
in the Blue Hills constituency. 

‘They all knew that there 
were constituents complaining 
that they were not able to see 
Arthur Foulkes,”’ said Moncur. 
‘‘Loulkes was not a vigorous 
campaigner. 

“Certain FNM Members of 
Parliament bad told Mr Isaacs 
that if he did not put pressure 
on Foulkes to campaign, 
Foulkes would lose as a result 
of a number of political com- 
binations the PLP would use 
against him. 

‘Leslie Miller campaigned 
vigorously in) Blue Hills. Mr 
Isaacs and Mr Turnquest were 
warned that Foulkes was not 
matching Miller’s campaigning 
and that the PLP would knock 
him out. Mr fsaacs should have 
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told Foulkes that if he did not 
work the constituency then the 
nomination would be taken 
away from him." 

Moncur said he had no doubt 
in his mind that Mr Solomon 
was being fait in his comments. 

Moncur said he has no doubt 
that there must be political con- 
frontation in the streets. 

Moncur said that among tne 
FNMs there are some persons 
whose characters are as tarnish- 
ed as some of those inthe PEP. 

**| personally look forward to 
the day when Solomen = and 
other men of good will would 
come back and lead this op- 
position. It appears that the 
poor man who puts himsclf out 
on the line for the FNM suffers. 

‘To Norman Solomon, FE say 
right on, brother. 








FNM BACKERS, PLP DISSIDENTS MAY BE TARGETS OF GOVERNMENT 
Rumored Cabinet Action Unit 
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MINISTRY of Tourism's 
Deputy Director General John 
Deleveaux said today he knew 
nothing about rumours that he 
and Basil Albury have been 
made redundant. 


However, several sources 
claim that the two top tourism 
officials were given until 
5:30pm yesterday to clear their 
desks. 


A Ministry of Tourism staff 
member claimed their posts 
were filled by Cireg Barrett, a 
nephew of Tourism Minister 
Clement Maynard, and Mrs 
Angela Clearc. However, this 
report could not be confirmed. 

Sources also claim that there 
is a committee of three who 
teport directly to a senior Cab- 
inet Minister. It is alleged that 
their job is to identify sup- 
porters of the FNM and PLP 
dissidents in both government 
and private cnterprise. The 
rumour was that once identified 
pressure would be brought on 
those persons. However, there 
was no suggestion that this 
alleged committee and the 
rumours about Deleveaux and 
Albury were in any way con- 
nected. 

Contacted this morning, Mr 
‘Deleveaux denied having 
received a letter yesterday in- 
forming him that the post he 
held had been made redundant. 
**That’s new to me,” he said. 

Mr Deleveaux said there is no 
reason why his and Mr Albury’s 


posts should be made redun- 
dant and there was nothing to 
indicate that that was the case. 

‘| don’t know anything 
about that (his post being made 
redundant),’’ said Mr 
Deleveaux. ‘‘It has not been 
brought to my attention. That's 
quite a surprise. Things are go- 
ing very well. 

‘| was out yesterday for 
most of the day at meetings. | 
arrived at my office late in the 
afternoon and nobody has said 
anything to me about that. It's 
quite unlikely, but | am certain- 
ly going to check it out.’’ 

The source claimed today 


that Mr Deleveaux and Mr. 


Albury got letters yesterday in- 


forming them that their jobs. 


had been made redundant. 


‘They would not be coming 
back Monday morning,’’ said 
the source. ‘‘Everybody who 
knows about it at Tourism was 
upset. How could their job 
become redundant when some- 
one else is replacing them?’ 


Asked why the posts were 
made redundant, he said: ‘‘! 
don’t know. Nobody could say. 
It’s politics. Mr Albury took it 
very hard.”’ 

‘“‘All the staff are very 
scared,”’ he said. ‘‘They do not 
know whether they are next. 
Everybody is keeping to 
themselves because they do not 
know who is who. It’s becom- 
ing complicated to work in 
areas like Tourism.”’ 


25 





BAHAMAS 


Mr Albury was not available 
for comment. Director CGieneral 
of Tourism Mr Baltron Bethel 
was Off the island. ; 

Mr Albury, a former Assis- 
tant Director (Travel Industry) 
was co-ordinator of the 1973 
and 1974 Goombay Summer 
Festivals. He joined the 
Ministry of Tourism in 1971 
from the position of Assistant 
Secretary in the Cabinet Office. 

Mr Deleveaux, formerly 
Assistant Director (Promo- 
tions), joined Tourism in 1969 
and has had considerable expe- 
rience in overseas markets. He 
was responsible for the 
organisation of the first Goom- 
hay Festivals. 
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{Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 

INMIE CHEATRMAN Sen Gerald Bartlett, is 10 years 
Chuck Virgil! has) called on older and has not been asked to 
Government to deny that. of- retire. Mr Hanna has an impee- 
ficial victimization and cable career record, 
discrimination is taking place. ‘There is something strange 


ae ass, ke pant wa ay ge a 
wblished in Saturday's Pribur Eas BD Mage ates : 
I : “ “4 long years of devotion and 


that Government has estab- " 
lished a three-man committee to ceeGiite service are: News mace 
to resign or retire when they. 


weed out PNM 5s . . 
PIP say I supporters and still have many productive years 
-P dissidents in the public lett.”’ Mr Virgil said . 
er et work place. “We in the Free National 
According to the -ontirm- . . 
ppt | fo the unconfirm Movement protest against this 
cd report, the committee ts re- most vigorously and unless the 
quired to report directly to a Government comes forward 
senior Cabinet minister who and says convincingly that it ig 
presumably then makes deci- not truc, and that ail civil ser- 
sions allec P a . * , 
tons affecting oe eee of vants are safe in their jobs, then 
cove gy" me oe a he Rigg the Government had better 
comes hard o1 : , 

b OS: ome etn en prepare itself for more trouble 
number of other reports that than they may be able to han- 
some civil servants have been dle.”” y y 
handed letters of termination. The ENM understands that 

The F , : , 
Gentinaed — — 7 Government may also be put- 

oe Duet MD tgs 9 ting pressure on management in 
pressuring certain areas of the certain areas of the private sec- 
private sector into dismissing tor to obtain dismissals of some 
certain PNM supporters and persons who are suspected of 
PLP dissidents, Mr Virgill said. being FNM supporters or PLP 


Ter, , > ire an . ‘ 
‘ Assistant Deputy Police dissidents, Mr Virgill said. 
ommissioner Dudley Hanna - “We call upon the Gov- 


“ »-NONS ice- 
a known no-nonsense police ernment to refute that also 


man - was recently ask 
ins Mote age Fhe eng i because it becomes even more 
: sinister when a supposedly 


mandatory retirement age two democratic administration can 
vears aco. The Commissioner, 
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dictate employment policies to 
private enterprise. We hope the 
unions are taking cached ache 
of all this because where there is 
smoke there is usually fire. We 
will be talking to union leaders 
very shortly,”* he said. 

Fifty per cent of the Baha- 
mian people voted against the 
PLP three months’ ago, he 
claimed. 

“The Government cannot 
and will not be allowed to do as 
it likes and act as it pleases 
because the [ree National 
Movement will be there at every 
corner to turn them back.”’ 

Mr Virgill assured civil ser- 
vants and persons working in 
the private sector who may feel 
that there jobs are threatened 
that the FNM is watching the 
situation closely and that a vigi- 
lant team of MPs will not let 
the Government rest until 
justice for all is achieved. 

‘Let that go as a warning to 
the Government also. Now we 
will sit back and listen for their 
prompt and clear refutation of 
these reports that they are 
threatening the livlihood of 
some Bahamians in the public 
service and promoting this 
scandalous habit in the private 
sector,’’ said Mr Virgill. 
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IDB REPORT ON 1986 ECONOMY SHOWS SLOWDOWN IN GROWTH 
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{Text ] 


Nassau, Bahamas, Sep 8, 
Cana - Following the expan- 
sion of 1984 and 1985, eco- 
nomic activity in the Bahamas 
slowed in 1986, primarily as a 
result of a decrease in the 
growth of tourism, which ac- 
counts for one third of gross 
domestic product (GDP), ac- 
cording to the Inter-American 
Development Bank (IDB)s 
1987 economic and social 
progress report for Latin 
America. 


Ihe report added: ‘‘Real 
growth in the construction sec- 
tor also slowed, although it re- 
mained the fastest-growing sec- 
tor, supported by lower interest 
rates and increased government 
capital spending. 

‘At the same time, a tighter 
fiscal policy increased gov- 
ernment revenucs and reduced 
the overall delicit,"” the report 
said. 

A sharp increase in net inter- 
national reserves resulting from 
larger foreign borrowing in- 
creased the liquidity of the 
banking system and further 
eased credit conditions for the 
private sector. 

The result was an estimated 2 
percent growth in GDP during 
1986, down from 3.£ percent in 
1985, 

Sectoral performance in the 
past year was mixed. 

Based on partial data for 
1986, all major indicators in the 


consiructiow sector showed in-: 


creases, the report said. 
The modest expansion in res- 
idential construction in 1986 


was an indication of growing 
personal incomes and continued 


‘governmental support for low 


and medium-cost housing, 
while the more dramatic growth 
in’ commercial construction 
reflected its sensitivity to 
lowered interest rates in 1986. 

Tourism, sull the largest con- 
tributor to domestic output and 
foreign exchange earnings, con- 
tinued to exhibit trends ap- 
parent since the beginning of 
the eighties. 

The number of visitors grew 
by 16 percent in 1986, up slight- 
lv from 1985, while expen- 
ditures increased by only I! 
percent, a sharp slow-down 
from the 1985 rate, due to the 
increasing share of cruise 
visitors who on the average 
spend significantly less than 
stopover visitors. 

By 1986, cruise passengers 
accounted for more than half of 
total visitors, but only for an 
estimated 8 percent of total 
tourism expenditures. 

At the same time, said the 
report, the cheaper Bahamian 
dollar (which is maintained at 
par with the U.S dollar) in- 
creased Europe’s share of total 
visitors mainly at the expense of 
Canadian travellers, who were 
wooed to other locations in the 
Caribbean. 

Continued the report: 

“Output in the manufactur- 
ing sector, which is dominated 
by firms producing for export, 
fell modestly in 1986. 

**Pharmaceutical exports, ac- 
counting for more than 80 per- 
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cent of manufactured exports, 
were down as a result of falling 
U.S demand. 

“Only salt exports showed 
improvement over 1985, but 
these gains could not wholly of- 
fset decreases in cement, rum, 
and aragonite exports. 

‘**The expansion of manufac- 
tures for domestic consumption 
lessened the negative impact of 
the decline in the export sector. 

**Agriculture, which accounts 
for less than 5 percent of GDP, 
was able to sustain an estimated 
rate of real growth of more 
than 4 percent in 1986, com- 
parable to that averaged since 
1983. 

“This performance was ac- 
counted for in part by the 
growth of output in the tradi- 
tional small-scale production of 
fruit and vegetables for the 
local market, as well as increas- 
ed output for export in citrus 
and papaya. 

“Output growth from the 
fishing subsector was apparent- 
ly held back by inclement 
weather in the last quarter of 
the year. 

“The offshore financial ser- 
vices sector, which includes 
banking, insurance and ship 
registration, grew modestly in 
1986. 


**The number of banks and 
trust companies and their struc- 
ture changes little from 1985 
however, ship registration con- 
tinued to expand at a rapid 
rate. 

‘‘The government's current 
revenue increased in 1986 by an 











estimated | percent of GDP, as: 


a result of an additional five- 
cent tax on gasoline, and 
marginal increases in selected 
import duties. 

“Equally important was the 
vigorous enforcement and col- 
lection of taxes due. 

“Current expenditures also 
giew in nominal terms, but 
their share of GDP declined 
marginally. 

‘the result was almost a 
doubling in government savings 
as a percent of GDP in 1986. 

**Notwithstanding the in- 
creased allocation for capital 
expenditures in the 1986 
budget, actual disbursements 
barely exceeded current savings, 
resulting in a small overall fiscal 
deficit. 

**Together with increased ex- 
ternal borrowing, the simaller 
deficit permitted the public sec- 
tor to further reduce its net 
obligations to the domestic 
banking system. 

**The government was able to 
refinance the original loan to 
construct the Cable Beach 
Hotel and spread out the 
repayment over a longer period. 

“The money supply and 
domestic credit expanded in 
1986 at rates just slightly below 
their averages of the past four 
years (1982-1985). 

“The banking system was 
able to easily meet the private 
sector's growing demand for 
credit from the excess reserves 
generated from cash inflows 
early in the year. 

‘In fact, liquidity of the 
banking system was so high that 
the Central Bank lowered the 
discount rate from 8.5 to 7.5 
percent concurrently, the com- 
mercial banks reduced the 
prime rate and the rates on sav- 
ings. 

**These lower rates stimulated 
an increase in commercial con- 
struction as well as expansion in 
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consumer borrowing which may 
have contributed to the moder- 
ate acceleration of the. con- 
sumer price index. ‘ 

‘The balance of payments 
was inuch improved in 1986. 

**The current account surplus 
almost doubled in relation to 
1985, reflecting primarily a 
reduction in merchandise im- 
ports. 

‘The net capital inflows in 
1986 reversed the movements of 
the 1983-85 period, and 
reflected in part foreign financ- 
ing of the increased construc- 
tion activity. 


“The net effect of these 


changes was a significant in- 
crease in international reserves. 

‘‘Monetary policy continued 
to be oriented toward preserv- 
ing the parity of the Bahamian 
dollar with the U.S dollar, 
while maintaining a stable in- 
terest rate structure in order to 
promote domestic investment. 

**In 1986 this led the Central 
Bank to lower the bank rate in 
order to remain in line with in- 
ternational rates and to provide 
an incentive for the use of ex- 
cess reserves which were ac- 
cumulating in the banking 
system. 

“Commercial banks followed 
by lowering lending and deposit 
rates. 

“Fiscal policy focused on 
improving tax administration, 
which resulted in increased rev- 
enues in 1986. 

“The other major concern 
was the restructuring of the 
public sectors debt. 

‘Closely allied with these ef- 
forts was the attempt to limit 
the growth of wages and 
salaries of public employees to 
increases in the CPI. 

‘‘Despite this goal, in the past 
three years, increases in wages 
have exceeded the changes in 
the CPI. 

‘*Ecomomic development 
policy in 1986 focused on 
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determining the type of activi- 
ties which are appropriate to 
the environment the Bahamas 
can provide, while generating 
employment and foreign ex- 
change benefits to the socicty. 
“The Bahamas Agricultural 
and Industrial Corporation has 


— been actively seeking to attract 


specific industries to the 
Bahamas. 

**Thete is evidence this policy 
is meeting with success. 

**Tourism policy is undergo- 
ing a review in light of the 
devaluation of currencies in 
competing locations in the Car- 
ibbean region. 

“Part of this reevaluation is 
focused on how to encourage 
repeat visits. 

“The policy is also aimed at 
determining how to develop the 
Family Islands, and what areas 
of investment would best com- 
plement and support tourism. 

‘*The outlook for the 
Bahamas continues to be closely 
linked to the performance of 
the tourism sector, which di- 
rectly affects both consumption 
levels and investment decisions 
in other sectors. 

**As a result, the perfor- 
mance of the United States 
economy and the strength of 
the dollar will continue to exer- 
cise major impact on economic 
growth in the Bahamas. 

**Based on current informa- 
tion, tourism is projected to in- 
creased 4 percent in 1987. 

**At the same time, the gov- 
ernment continues to support 
economic diversification by 
providing benefits for invest- 
ment in agriculture and fishing, 
with special incentives for in- 
vestment in the Family Islands. 

‘In addition, efforts to at- 
tract foreign investment are be- 
ing stepped up, and some 
minimal benefit is expected 
from the Caribbean Initiative in 
1987.”° 





SANDIFORD, HAYNES VOICE STANDS ON LATTER'S STATUS 
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Sandiford Reaction to Resignation 
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[Text } 


Prime Minister Mr. Erskine 
Sandiford last night refuted certain 
statements made by Dr. Richie 
Haynes when he gave reasons last 
Tuesday for his resignation as 
Minister of Finance. & 

The Prime Minister indicated that he 
was making the statement to avoid any 
“false conclusions” arising from what 
Dr. Haynes had said in letter of 
resignation. 


Dr. Haynes had clainied in the letter 


he sent to the Prime Minister spelling 
out his reasons for resigning, that there 
had been a general lack of consultation 
with Mr. Sandiford on two key ap- 
——— in particular, and said that 

e saw this as havirig responsibility 
without authority.” 

Dr. Haynes had also said that since 
last June he had not been consulted on 
any. matter, apart from a brief con- 
versation with the Prime Minister on 
possible candidates for the post of 
Governor of the Central Bank. . 

In dealing with this aprointment Dr. 
Haynes had said in his letter of 
resignation that ‘it was a, matter of 
gross disrespect” that he was —— 
of the appointment of edocs King 
as Governor of the Central on 
reading it in the Press. 


‘Was consulted’ 


But last night the Prime Minister said. 


in his statement ‘“‘that contrary to 
impressions which the general public 
may have formed that there was no 
consultation on this, matter, I did in 
fact, visit the home of Dr. Richard 
Baynes early in the week beginning 
August 24 
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“On that occasion I discussed and 
consulted with him on poopeness 
relating to the appointment of Dr. King. 
Subsequently, at its. meeting on 
Tyvesdey. Augwst 27. 1997, Cxbdinet 
not and concurred in tie ap- 
sacral (When the Cabinet met Dr. 
laynes was on vacation and was due 


back at work this week). 


Dr. Haynes had alsa made reference 
to the appointment of Mr. Winston Cox 


as of Finance and Planning 
without his knowledge. 

Deal th the a 
Cox, the Prime Minister said that ‘‘the 


po Director 

ning falls fully within the Prime 
Minister's Office...” and that ap- 
pointment to that is made by the 
Governor-General on the recom- 
mendation of the Public Service 
Commission after consultation with the 
Prime Minister. : 

Prime Minister Sandiford said in his 
statement: 

“‘In order that the general public may 
not form false conclusions arising out of 
certain statements,made by Dr. 
Richard Haynes in his widely 
publicised letter of resignation from the 
post of Ministe: of Finance, I wish to 
make the following observations on 
matters arising therefrom. 

“Firstly, those of us who have worked 
— with my friend and colleague, 
Dr. Richard Ha know and can 
attest to the fact that he had threatened 
and planned to resign from the Cabinet 
on a number of occasions prior to June 
1, 1987. That he has done so after June 1, 
should be viewed against that 


background. 











—— Dr. Haynes’ letter seeks — 


to suggest that prior to June 1 there was 
effective co-ordination between the 
Ministry of Finance and the Economic 
Affairs Division of the Prime Minister's 
Office and that such co-ordination 
ceased thereafter. I wish it to be known 
that no instructions were given to 
covntermand the instructions for co- 
ordination given by tae late Prime 


Minister; and, the files indicate that 


after June 1, both consultation and co- 
orination continued between the 
Misistry of Finance and the Economic 
Af!sirs Division. 

“Thirdly, with reference to the 
spe’ific case of the appointment of Mr. 
W’:\"ton Cox as Director of Finance and 
r;myhg, the post of Director of 

é) inencé and Planning falls fully within 
the -r.me Minister’s Office as shown in 
the Civil Establishments (General) 
O13 +, 1987. Appointment to that post is 
meds by the Governor-General on the 
rec, mmendation of the Public Service 


Cor nission after consultation with the 


Prime Minister. 


Haynes Response 
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[Text] 


rHE FOLLOWING is the 
full text of the statement 
pertaining to Prime Minis- 
ter Sandiford's response to 
Dr. Richard C. Haynes’ res- 
ignation from the office of 
Minister of Finance and 
Energy. 

THE STATEMENT issued by 
the Prime Minister on the 
matter of my resignation 
from the post of Minister of 
Finance leaves me in no 
doubt as to the correctness of 
my decision. 

A careful analysis of his 
statement reveals that it 
neither addresses nor contra- 
dicts the substantive issues 
that I raised in my letter of 
resignation. 

Prime Minister Sandiford 
has suggested that my resig- 
nation should be viewed 
against the background of my 
previous threats to resign 
from Errol Barrow's Cabinet. 
I concur in this observation. 


In addition, I wish to point 
out that, on each occasion 
that I threatened to resign, it 
was in the context of my in- 
sistence on important points 
of principle, relating either to 
the protection of my staff or 
to vital areas of the financial 
management of the country. 
These matters were resolved 
when the facts were ascer- 
tained or fully appreciated. 

On the question of the ap- 
pointment of the Director of 
Finance and Planning, my 
statement reads ac follows: 

“This episode has followed 

on the very disturbing si- 

tuation where an appoint- 
ment was made to the post 
of Director of Finance and 

Planning without my 

prior knowledge.” 

The response of the Prime 
Minister in his statement is 
as follows: 

“With reference to the spe- 

cific case of the appoint- 
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Visited home 

“Fourthly, with reference to the 
appointment of Dr. Kurleigh King as 
© vernor of the Central Bank, I wish to 
mace that, contrary to impressions 
which the general public. may have 
formed that there was no consultation 
on this matter, I did in fact, visit the 
home of Dr. Richard Haynes early in 
the week beginning t 24. On that 
— I ee hao wtih 

m on to the ap- 

intment of Dr. King. Subsequently, at 
ts. meeting on Thursday August 27, 
1987, Cabinet noted and concurred in 
the appointment. 


“Finally, there was no diminution in 
the responsibility or authority of the 
Minister of Finance nor any un- 
dermining of the Ministry of Finance 
and its institutions after June 1. In fact, 
the authority and responsibility of the 
Minister of Finance were enhanced 
after that date by the re-allocaticn of 
the Central Purchasing Department to 
his portfolio.” 


ment of Mr. Winston Cox 
as Director of Finance and 
Planning, the post of Di- 
rector of Finance and 
Planning falis fully within 
the Prime Minister's Office 
as shown in the Civil Es- 
tablishments (General) 
Order, 1987. Appointment 
to that post is made by the 
Governor General cn the 
recommendation of the 
Public Service Commis- 
sion after consultation 
with the Prime Minister.” 
It will be noted that I did 
not challenge the authority of 
the Prime Minister to make 
the appointment. I said that I 
had no prior knowledge of it. 
The public can judge the 
propriety of appo iting a se- 
nior officer working in my mi- 
nistry as an advisor to the 
Chief Executive of the Cen- 
tral Bank to the post of Direc- 
tor of Finance and Planning 
without, at the very least, in- 
forming me of the decision. 





I find alarming and unac- 
ceptable the grounds on 
which the Prime: Minister 
sceks to justifv his failure to 
consult or even inform me of 
the decision. 

On the question of the ap- 
pointment of the Governor of 
the Central Bank, my state- 
ment reads as follows: 

“Since June 1 of this year, 

I have not been consulted 

on any matter, apart from 

the brief conversation we 
had relating to several 
possible candidates for the 
post of Governor of the 

Central Bank of burba- 

dos. 

“It was a matter of gross 
disrespect. to be apprised 
of this appointment on 
readin? the SUNDAY 
SUN of August 30, 1987. 
and a major source of em- 
barrassment since I. had 
indicated to the Cabinet of 
Barbados in July that I 
would shortly be present- 
ing my recommendations 
to fillthat post, and was in 
the process.of preparing 
such recommendations for 
presentation to Cabinet 
on Thursday, September 
2S 196.. 

The Prime Minister’s 
statement reads as follows: 

“,..contrary to impress- 

ions which the general 

public may have formed 
that there was no consul- 

tation on this matter, I did 

in fact, visit the home of 

Dr. Haynes early in the 

week beginning August 

24. On that occasion I dis- 

cussed and consulted with 

him on proposals relating 
to the appointment of 

Dr. King. Subsequently, 

at its meeting on Thurs- 

day, August 27, 1987, Ca- 
binet noted and concurred 
in the appointment.” 


I wish to point out that I 
left Barbados on BA Flight 
256 on August 18, 1987 and 
returned on August 28, 1987. 


Substantive 


difference 

However, it will be noted 
that the substantive differ- 
ence in the two statements is 
in the fact that the Prime Mi- 
nister stated where the dis- 
cussion took place, ann pt -- 
lished the name of one of the 
persons discussed. What the 
Prime Minister did not dis- 
close was the nature of that 
conversation. 

I indicated to the Prime Mi- 
nister that I was thinking of 
recommending to the Ca- 
binet an appointment to the 
post of Governor from among 
the staff of the bank, and the 
amendment of the Central 
Bank Act to provide for either 
one or two Deputy Gover- 
nors, also to be appointed 
from among the staff of the 
bank. 

Two other names were dis- 
cussed very briefly and we 
agreed that they were not 
ideal. 

The Prime Minister raised 
the name of Dr. King, and it 
is only fair to state that from 
the general tenor of our con- 
versation he seemed to fa- 
vour Dr. King. 

I raised certain matters 
with the Prime Minister re- 
lating to Dr. King and the 
Prime Minister indicated 
that ine could not give me an 
answer at that time but 
would invite Dr. King down 
toP ‘y:dos for an interview 


-and that if I was in the coun- 


try at the time, he would ar- 
range for Dr. King to be inter- 
viewed by me as well. 

No reasonable person 
could have construed that 
this was the end of a consul- 
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tative process, nor was there 
anything in our conversation 
which could have led me to 
believe that as Acting Minis- 
ter of Finance, Mr. Sandiford 
would have appointed a Gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank in 
my absence and announce 
the appointment without 
prior communciation with 
me. 

On the question of the coor- 
dination of the two mini- 
stries, I did not state that the 
Prime Minister counter- 
manded the instructions gi- 
ven by his predecessor in 
June 1986. These instruc- 
tions uiea with the late Prime 


. Minister and no new instruc- 


tions were issued. 


Dramatic reduction 


The result has heen a dra- 
matic reduction in the level of 
coordination of the activities 
of the Ministry of Finance 
and the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs. 

The Prime Minister claims 
that “the files indicate that 
after June 1, both consulta- 
tion and coordination con- 
tinued between the Ministry 
of Finance and the Economic 
Affairs Division”. The files 
also indicate a reauction in 
the degree and level of con- 
sultation between the Mini- 
stry of Finance and the Eco- 
nomic Affairs Div‘sion. 

The Prime Minister denies 
that he has acted to diminish 
the authority of the Ministry 
of Finance. I assert that the 
authority of the Minister of 
Finance is severely com- 
promised when occasion is ta- 
ken of his temporary absence 
from office, to appoint a Gov- 
ernor of the Central Bank, 
without his knowledge. 











Subsequent Sandiford Statement 


(Text } 


The following is the full text of Prime Minister Mr. 
Erskine Sandiford’s special statement issued 
yesterday at the Democratic Labour Party’s annual 
conference held at the Auditorium, George Street, 
Belleville: 


“Since the commencement of the annual con- 
ference last Sunday (August 30), Dr. Richard Haynes 
has resigned his Government office as Minister of 
Finance. 

“Dr. Unaynes’ letter of resignation which gave the 
reasons for his resignation appeared in the Press and 
the matter was fully ventilated in the news media. 


“According to the conventions which govern our 
system of government a. minister has the right to 
tender his resignation at any time for cause or no 
cause, and the Prime Minister also has the right to 
respond appropriately. 
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**I do not intend to repeat any statements made in 
my reply nor to comment further on Dr. Haynes's 
letter except to say that. my discussions with Dr. 
Haynes took place on August 18, instead of August 24 
as stated in my reply. Dr. Haynes himself reminded 
me of the correct date. 

“At my initiative a meeting of the Parliamentary 
Group was convened on Friday last at which the 
matter was fully discussed. Dr. Haynes was present. 
The group resolved that the matter should rest and 
Dr. Haynes gave certain assurances including a 

romise that he is pre ed to give the Prime 

inister the benefit of his assistance if so required 
and will fully support the policies of the party in and 
out of Parliament. 

““Dr. Haynes has agreed with me that the events of 
the last week should not be permitted to disturb the 


resolve of our party to press forward with its 
oT “eaameg | would not have oe ages publicly to , programmes for the welfare and development of our 
Dr. Haynes’ letter but in view of the publicity which nation. 

Dr. Haynes's resignation attracted I consider it my “I can assure you that neither Dr. Haynes nor 
duty to explain publicly the circumstances myself will let these events adversely affect our 
surrounding the resignation. personal relationships.” 


Scene at DLP Conference 
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[Excerpts] The ruling Democratic Labour Party (DLP) 


parliamentary group has resolved that any 
differences between Prime Minister Mr. Er- 
skine Sandiford and former Finance Minister 
Dr. Richie Haynes “should rest.”’ 


Following a special . meeting of the DLP’s 
arliamentary group held last Friday night the 
ormer Finance Minister haa also a to assist the 
Prime Mnister if required and promised to “fully 
support the policies of the party in and out of 
Parliament.”’ 


Delegates were anxious 


The hundreds of party delegates who attended the 
final session of yesterday's annual conference held at 
the Auditorium, George Street, Belleville were 
anxious from morning for the matter to be sorted out 
and Prime Minister Sandiford, the newly elected 
party president, indicated something would have 
been stated. : 

When Dr. Haynes errived in the conference hall, he © 
was given a rousing ovation, following which he 
mingled with party supporters outside. 

As a show of support for Prime Minister Sandiford, 
party delegates punctuated his special statement 
with applause as it was read, — indicating the 
attempts to heal any rifts in ruling party. 
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BLP Assessment 
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[Excerpts] Bridgetown, 7 Sep (CANA)--Barbados Prime Minister Erskine Sandi- 
ford and his former finance minister, Dr Richie Haynes, have agreed to shunt 
aside differences that led to the prominent physicians resignation from the 
cabinet, But political opponents are predicting continued trouble in the 
government, forcing it into an early general election. 


The main opposition Barbados Labour Party (BLP), treating the resignation as 
just one sign of deep problems facing the government, has predicted a general 
election before the 1991 constitutional deadline. 


It is obvious to me that the government cannot run five years, opposition lead- 
er Henry Forde told women party supporters Sunday night. The signs are 

there ..., the ex-foreign minister said, referring to problems in the party 

and with the economy, 


Former BLP parliamentarian Ezra Alleyne said that having taken over the Minis- 
try of Finance, Sandiford would be the one to reap the political whirlwind if 
he administered the dose of strong, unpleasant, and politically damaging 
medicine needed to save the country. 


».. From such a tactical position on the party sidelines, Dr Haynes and his 
supporters will be free to wage any guerrilla warfare which may become neces- 
sary in their bid to take the leadership, the lawyer said in his regular NATION 
newspaper column, 


Haynes was widely credited with putting together the economic package that 
helped the Lemocratic Labour Party (DLP) win the 1986 general election. 
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OPPOSITION LEADER FORDE ASSESSES CURRENT ISSUES 
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Tony Best in Toronto, Canada; date not specified] 





Text ° ; 
[ ] Q: WHAT did Barbadians in Canada say to you and what 


message did you take to them? 


A: Those with whom I spoke, were concerned that there was a 
small Opposition in Parliament. They believed ways should 
be found to strengthen the Opposition so that democracy 
would continue. I re-assured them that despite our small 
size in Parliament, we were working diligently to try to 
maintain a multi-party system. They were also anxious to 
know how the economy was performing. 


What did you tell them about the economy? 


Pe 


I told them that despite Government's statements, there 
had been very little movement in the economy. Clearly, 
Government has not solved the unemployment problem as 
it said it would. There doesn't seem to me to be any immedi- 
ate prospect of a significant dent being made in joblessness 
at home. I also told them that words coming from Minister 
of Finance (Dr. Richie Haynes), were not in accord with 
facts outlined in various reports. 


Q: Would you be more specific? 
A 


: Even before Prime Minister (Errol) Barrow’s death, I said 
Government had not come to grips with major problems in 
the country. 

Let's look at tourism. It is an absolute scandal in that 
sector. Here you have a major industry and somessignific- 
ant appointments have not been made at the Board of 
Tourism. 

During my visit to Canada, people in the travel trade, 
inc!uding tour operators, expressed concern about another 
matter. They are unhappy over the way the business with 
‘Thomson Tours was handled. 

Government gave a tremendous subsidy to Thomson 
Tours and this has annoyed operators who feel we are going 
after numbers rather than quality. They warned that while 
in the short run the results may make Barbados lock 
reasonably good, it would be in its long-term interest to 
adopt that kind of policy. 


Wl.at about exports and manufacturing? 


Pe 


° We are in for a rough time in these areas. 1 have seen 
reports about improvements in performance of the United 
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States semi-conductor industry; but our Government has 
not positioned itself to take advantage of the upturn in the 
fortunes of the chip industry. 

It is as if we are waiting for something to drop into our laps. 
There must be a more aggressive approach to the job of 
reaching out to investors and encouraging local and foreign 
businessmen to launch new enterprises or expand existing 
operations. 

Just before I left Barbados, the Industrial Development 
Corporation (IDC) stated that the manufacturing sector 
had lost some jobs but had gained a few, witha resulting net 
loss. The IDC also stated that it was taking stock. My own 
view is that it has been taking stock for a long time, while 
people are still unemployed. | 

It should not be forgotten that the four new industries that 
came into Barbados during the past year were left on 
stream by the Barbados Labour Party (BLP) Government. 
In short, nothing new has happened at IDC. 


Q: If your assessment is accur~‘te, what is causing the 
problem? 


A: Clearly, it is Government's fault. Specifically, the Democra- 
tic Labour Party's (DLP) economic policy centred around a 
few tax measures; pure and simple. Very little thought was 
given to anything else. Now that they have introduced 
those tax measures, there is nothing they have worked out. 
As aresult, Government is scouting around for things to do. 

To make matters worst, Mr. Barrow’s death has left the 
Administration at sea. 


Q: Whose word must we rely on here? The Government is 
saying one thing and you are saying something else. 


A: Don't take my word for it, just look at the Central Bank's 
report. Just before the by-election in St. John, the Minister 
of Finance came out lauding his perftrmance; but within a 
week or two after the by-election, the Central Bank's report 
came out saying Government had performed badly in every 
sector of the economy, including agriculture. 


Another example relates to foreign reserves. Dr. Haynes 


talked about how high the reserves had climbed at the end 
of the last financial year. But when we examined the re- 
serves, we find that they were increased only because 
money which had been borrowed were added to them. 


Q: The drug problem is on everybody’s lips. Have things 
changed in the past year? 


A: Even before the present Government took over, we heard 
how members of our Government were connected with the 
trade. I have challenged the DL!’ Government for over a 
year, to disclose the names of these people; to prosecute 
them; and to make the evidence available. 

They have not done so, simply because there is no such 
evidence. 

What has happened is that now that they are in the saddle, 
they have found there has been an increase in the amount of 
cocaine coming into Barbados. The statistics, the detection 
rates, show this; and they find themselves in real difficulty, 
because the Commissioner of Police has come around to 
saying that the “small boys” have taken over the trade. 


(): What is your solution? 


A: First, we must work closely with the drug exporting coun- 
trics and with those states that ue the drugs that pass 
through Barbados. We have to do this to strengthen the 
international drug prevention network. 

Next, we need a more up-to-date detection system at both 
tie airport and the seaport in Barbados. We have to check 
the containers bringing drugs into the country. 
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We must also have an extensive and effective education 
programme aimed at reaching young people. 


Q: The police has concentrated a lot of effort in Bridgetown 
neighbourhoods. What’s your reaction to that? 


A: Ihave always been concerned about these massive searches 
when they are being carried out. Policemen are not sure 
they are bringing in the guiltless with the guilty. I am not 
sure what evidence they gave to the justices of peace or the 
magistrates before whom they swore out the warrants, but 
they seem to have gone for searches in situations that could 
have been dealt with in a different way. 

As a human righis person, | am c_ cerned about some 
police methods. I have spoken out on these matters once 
before, when visits and searches were carried out at homes 
on very flimsy information. I believe the public, who are 
offended by this, will have to test the matter in the law 
courts. 


Q: You said the police could have taken a different ap- 
proach in the City. What do you have in mind? 


A: First, | don't think the police should be reacting to every 
rumour they hear. Quite often, people make allegations 
without any evidence to support their charges. The police 
must use proper detection methods. I have been very dis- 


turbed about some cases where officers acted on so-called 
£ ps that were baseless and carried out searches of people's 
omes. 

You know, before the last election both the police and the 
DLP led the public to believe that the police’s hands were 
tied by political masters. Now, they are being made to look 
like fools. So what do they do? They pick on people who they 
believe are unable to defend themselves. I am really dis- 
turbed about that. 


Q: How about foreign policy. What's your assessment? 


A: I have not scen anything outstanding during the past year. 
One matter that disturbed me greatly was the Oliver 
Tambo affair. | am amazed Government could invite Mr. 
Tambo (of the African National Congress) to visit prior to 
Mr. Barrow’s death; and very soon after the late Prime 
Minister’s passing, virtually withdraw the invitation say- 
ing they were very busy. But the same Government could 
find time to entertain the president of Venezuela. ~ 

Once again, we have our priorities all wrong. Since the 
1950s, Barbados has been in the forefront of the movemert 
against apartheid. We must use every opportunity to em- 
phasise our hatred of that system. It was totally wrong for 
the Government, particularly the Prime Minister (Erskine 
Sandiford), not to have welcomed a leader like Mr. Tambo 
who has risked evervthing he has to stand up for black 
people in Southern Africa. 


Q: Earlier, you referred to the Opposition and democracy. 
The BLP has three seats in the House and two in the 
Senate. How are you faring? 


A: Although we in Barbados are a little better off than some of 
our colleagues in the Eastern Caribbean, we are not being 
provided for the way the Opposition should be treated. We 
have a small office. We were given a secretary, an executive 
officer and a messenger. 

We have no franking (postal) privileges, for instance. If I 
wanted to post a letter to the Governor-General or the 
Prime Minister, I have to pay for the stamps myself, des pite 
the fact that we are dealing with the public's business. 

When a Leader of the Opposition vacates his office, the 
records of the public, correspondence between himself and 
the Governor-General, the Services Commission and the 
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Prime Minister on public business, not personal business, is 
taken out and carried away by him as though they were his 
own personal records. 

I am now chairman of the Public Accounts Committee. | 
have no ri cords at all about what happened to the past 
Public Accounts Committee under Mr. Barrow. In fact, the 
clerks of Parliament have been asking me if I have any 
minutes that I kept when I was a member of the committee 
so they could constitute some records. 

In the five years or longer, Mr. Barrow was chairman of the 
committee. No report was ever produced, so I don’t have any 
guidance in this field. 


is the process of consultation working? 


That area really bothers me. The Constitution requires 
consultation between the Prime Minister and the Leader of 
the Opposition; but it is perfunctory. You may get a letter 
from the Prime Minister saying he proposes to recommend 
to the Governor-General that he appoints “X” to a particu- 
lar post. 

You write back and raise queries about it. Then, you hear 
from the Governor-Genera! that he has been advised by the 
rime Minister to appoint “X”. You may well draw to his 
(Governor-Gencral's) attention that you had raised these 
queries with the Prime Minister. The next thing is the 
appuintment is made. So, there is no real consultation on 
manv of these matters. 
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IDB REPORT EXAMINES PROSPECTS FOR ECONOMY IN 1987 


BARBADOS 


32980021lc Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Sep 87 p 14 


[Text] 


BRIDGETOWN, Cana — IN the absence of 
new measures to increase public revenue in 
Barbados, the fiscal situation in 1987 will 
deteriorate further, and will exert increas- 
ing, pressure on the domestic banking sys- 
tem and on the balance payments, the Inter- 
American Development Bank (IDB) has 


said. 


Furthermore, the IDB said in its 1987 report on 
I;conomic and Social Progress in Latin America, 
dicht servicing projections over the next two 
years indicate an increasing use of foreign ex- 


change earnings. 

According to the Bank, 
bevond 198°, GDP growth 
could recover provided 
that the private sector re- 
sponds to existing and 
anticipated tax incentives 
and) other Government 
measures to stimulate ex- 
ports and to restore inter- 
nations) competitiveness 
mm =obeoth «manufacturing 
and tourism. 


Re establishment ot 
better fiscal halance, the 
HB said, will also be 
necessary inorder to re- 
duce pressure on the ex- 
change rate and the ba- 
lance of payments. 


Strong Spending 


Overall, the Bank said, 
economic prospects for 
Barbados this year are 
less promising than in 
J9Xo. 


The IDB report: stated 
“Real GDP might) in- 
crease miunginally pro 
vided that tourism per- 
forms well and that 
construction and com- 
merce continue to benefit 
from the strong spending 
power generated by the 
1X6 fiscal measures. 


Strong Pressure 


“The balance of pay- 
ments, however, may be 
under strong pressure, for 
the foreign exchange 
carning sectors are not ex- 
pected to recover. Be- 
cause of a cutback in su- 


garcane planting in 
response to a sharp reduc- 


tion in the United States 
sugar market quota, su- 
gar earnings will decline. 


Sharp Fall 


Sinmarly, output in the 
manufacturing sector 
may decline because of a 
sharp fall in clectronic 
components, © resulting 
from the closure of the 
largest firm, while gar- 
ment output may remain 
at the same level of 1986. 


Stimulated by expan- 
sionary fiscal and monet- 
ary policies, economic 

rformance in Barbados 
in 1986 showed some im- 
provement over the previ- 
ous year, but the closure of 
some export manufactur- 
ing firms kept unemploy- 
ment high. 


The balance of pay- 
ments weakened in 1984 
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because of a sharp decline 
in exports, and large 
amortisation payments 


resulted in a modest loss_ 


of foreign exchange re- 
serves. 


The tax concessions 
granted in  mid-1986 
caused a slow-down in 
public revenue growth, 
while a sharp expansion in 
capital expenditure con- 
triduted to the highest cen- 
tral government deficit 
since 1981. 


_ Inflation, however, con- 
tinued to subside, mirror- 
ing a substantial drop in 
oil and other import 
prices. 


Real Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) increased 
in 1986 by an estimaied 4.7 
percent. Strong domestic 
demand, fueled by ex- 
panding public works and 
increases in personal dis- 
posal income, boosted 
growth in construction, 
commerce and manufac- 
turing for local consump- 
tion. 


Tourism grew at a mod- 
est rate but soft markets 
and regional trade restric- 
tions depressed output 
and foreign receipts from 
export manufacturing, 
while low international 

trolcum prices, com- 

ined with the high cost of 
domestic production, in- 
duced a hait in exploration 
activities and a cutback in 
domestic oil production. 


Weak Prices 


Agricultural output 
grew 4.5 percent in 1986 
mainly due to increased 


yields in sugarcane, which 
more than compensated 
the poor output of non-su- 
gar agriculture. 


Because of good 
weather conditions and 
improved crop and manu- 
facturing practices, sugar 
output expanded 1! per- 
cent to more than 111,000 
tons, the largest crop 
since 1980. : 

Nevertheless, weak in- 
ternational prices 
together with sharp re- 
ductions in the export 
quota to the United States 
rendered operations § in 
this industry unre- 
munerative and forced a 
further cutback in the 
area reaped for the 1987 
crop. 


Tourism, which recov- 
ered from the decline of 
1985, showed a 3.5 percent 
growth in real output and 
a six percent increase in 
foreign reccipts in 1986. 

The major source of 

rowth continues to be the 

nited States market, al- 
though a larger number of 
visitors from ‘he United 
Kingdom reversed the de- 
clining trend of past years 
as the pound sterling a 
preciated _ significantly 
vis-a-vis the dollar. 

However, an increasing 
share of visitors were at- 
tracted to areas where 
currency adjustinents 
provided more competi- 
tive rates. 

Following a sharp de- 
cline in 1985, real value 
added in manufacturing 
tegghre percent despite 
the decline in the elec- 
tronic subsector, where 
output fell by ten percent. 








The source of growth 
was the strong domestic 
market, which stimulated 
food processing and pro- 
duction of construction-re- 
lated materials. Construc- 
tion activity grew over 
nine percent, spurred by 
the dynamic public roads 
programine and by strong 
private home construc- 
tion. 


Downward Trend 


Significant gains in em- 
ployment in’ commerce, 
construction and govern- 
ment were offset by the 
closure of important la- 
bour- intensive firms inthe 
electronics and garment 
industries. 

Consequently, the un- 
employment Jevel of 18.5 
percent for 1986 showed 
practically no improve- 
ment over the 18.7 percent 
recorded in 1985. Inflation, 
on the other hand, con- 
tinucd the downward 
trend of the past three 
years, this time thanks to 
a sharp reduction in inter- 
national oil prices, which 
lowered local prices of 
fucl, electricity and other 
household services. The 
increase in the average 
consumer price index for 
1986 was two percent, 
down from 3.8 percent in 
198S. 


The Central Govern-— 


ment current account re- 
corded the smallest sutp- 
lus in five years asa result 
of moderate expenditure 
growth and a_ sluggish 
pace in revenues. 

Affected by the tax con- 
cessions, yields from di- 
rect taxation declined, 
with a sharp reduction in 
the personal income tax 
rate largely offsetting the 
gains in corporate income 
taxes brought about by 
higher profits. 

In contrast, indirect tax 
revenue was buoyant ow- 
ing to the improved per- 
formance in excise taxes 
and import dutics. Never- 
theless the modest growth 
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of §.7 percent in revenues 
was outpaced by the eight 
percent growth in current 
expenditure. 

fapid growth of capital 
expenditure, which was 
concentrated in invest- 
ments in transport, road 
and health = projects, 
moved the Central Gov- 
ernment deficit from five 


percent of GDP in calen- . 


dar year 1985 to almost se- 
ven percent of GDP for 
the same period in 1986. 


More Savings 


Foreign borrowimep fi 
nanced the major part of 
this deficit, while the com- 
mercial banking system's 
funding of the remaining 
40 percent avoided = re- 
course to Central Bank fi- 
nancing. 

During 1986, the finan- 
cial sector remained 
highly liquid partly as a 
result of strong growth in 
savings and demand de- 
posits, which were gener- 
ated by higher disposable 
income provided by the 
fiscal measures dicatated 
in July 1986. 

However, a reduction of 
deposit interest rates over 
the year induced investors 
to move away from time 
deposits towards the bond 
and cquity markets in 
search of higher yields. 

The bulk of the credit 
approved in 1986 by the 
commercial banking sys- 
tem went to the Govern- 
ment to finance the in- 
creased fiscal deficit. 


Many Firms 


Credit to the private 
sector was effectively lim- 
ited to funding higher im- 
ports of durable consumer 
goods and home construc- 
tion and improvement, 
since iending to agricul- 
ture, tourism and manu- 
facturing declined due to 
the strained financial situ- 
ation of many firms in 
those sectors. 

During 1986, a signific- 


ant decline in merchan- 
dise export earnings was 
exacerbated by a strong 
increase in consumer im- 
ports, which widened the 
merchandise trade gap. 


Export carnings  de- 
clined 21 percent in 1986, 
mainly owing to a steep 
fall in sales of electronic 
components, while at the 
same time sales of chemi- 
cals stagnated, clothing 
receipts dropped and su- 
gar earnings advanced 
only modcrately. 


The gain in tourism 
carnings was insufficient 
to avoid a small current 
account deficit, the first 
since 1983. 

With $11 million in re- 
ceipts, long-term capital 
inflows reached the high- 
est level recorded in the 
last five years. This was 
the result of heavy gov- 
ernment borrowing — in 
London and Japan for the 
second year, whereas the 
private sector continucd 
togencrate net outflows as 
substantial debt repay- 
ments offset direct invest- 
ment and new loans. 


‘There was also evi- 
dence of some short-term 
capital flight as investors 
reacted fearfully to fore- 
ign exchange adjustments 
in the wake of Trinidad 
and Tobago's devaluation. 

Service payments on 
the public external debt 
increased to an estimated 
IS percent of exports of* 
goods and non-factor ser- 
vices, owing mainly to 
heavy amortisation pay- 
ments on previous loans. 


+ a 

The overall result of the 
balance of payments in 
1986 therefore showed a 
small loss of about $8 mil- 
lion of net foreign ex- 
change reserves, com- 
pared with a reserve gain 
in 1985. 


The new Government, 
elected in May 1986, reaf- 
firmed its commitment to 
an export-led = develop- 
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ment strategy with a pre 
ater role to be played by 
the private sector. 

Fiscal policy in 1986 was 
designed to improve in 
centives and stimulate 
growth in the private sec 
tor through tax conces- 
sions which included: (a) 
the reduction of the maxi 
mum corporate tax rate 
from 45 percent to 35 per 
cent; (b) a SO percent re 
duction of land taxes pay 
able by hotels; (c) a 
reduction of the sales tax 
from eight percent to five 
percent; and (d) personal 
income tax reductions 
achieved by raising the in- 
come tax exemption limit 
to 15,000 Barbadian dol- 
lars a year, widening the 
tax brackets and limiting 
the maximum tax rate to 
SO percent. 


Lower Rates 


These measures also 
constituted the Govern 
inent’s attempt to cut pro- 
duction costs in response 
to an apparent loss of in- 
ternational competitive- 
ness. 

Monetary policy was 
also oriented toward ceco- 
nomic stimulus. The aver- 
age bank lending rate was 
lowered to 95 percent 
while the mortgage rate 
fcll from Ht percent to nine 
percent, which encour- 
aged housing demand. 

The lower interest rates 
also reduced the cost of 
financing the Govern- 
ment’s large — deficit, 
which was accommo- 
dated through long-term 
debentures with interest 
rates ranping from six to 
7.5 percent. 

At the same time, the 


high liquidity in the bank- 


ing system allowed the 
Central Bank to reduce 
the interest rate on sav- 
ings deposits from four 
percent to three percent 
and to increase the legal 
reserve requirement by 
three percentage points. 








JAMAICA TRADE MISSION GARNERS $1 MILLION IN ORDERS 
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{Text ] 
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A Jamaican trade. mission leaves 
Barbados today with Bds$1 million in 
orders and new hopes for a resurgence 
in trade between two countries. 

Mr. Paul Thomas, president of the 
Jamaica Manufacturers Association, 
told a Press conference yesterday that 
after three or four years ‘‘of fatigue” 
regional trade relations were. moving 
into a period where there was a better 
atmosphere, at both the political and 
private poor og levels, in which 
— o d be resolved. 

_mission, which also visited 
Trinidad, has secured orders in Bar- 
bados for products such as mattresses, 
luggage, cosmetics, footwear and 
sta y. 


Remove duty 


Mr. Thomas said that Jamaica would 
like to see Barbades remuve its 10 per 
cent stamp duty as part of the har- 
monisation programme, a question that 
had been raised in the. meeting with 
Trade and Industry Minister, Mr. 
Evelyn Greaves. 

He also noted that the issue of 
payment was no longer an issue as far 
as exports to Jamaica were concerned. 
Local manufacturers have complained 
in the past about non-payment for goods 


ed to Jamaica. — Ri: 

. Thomas said that there was a. 
need for Barbadian, manufacturers to: 
have a stronger presence in the 
Jamaican market on a more consistent 
basis. He said that from .his meetings: 
with local manufacturers, he expected . 
to see a stronger presence in Jamaica 


in 1988, 
sel poate tin fob 9 
n a 
es Washington, sed. 


Bil in Congress * 
He noted that there was ’ 
protectionism cated ght States 
a bill was Fuge y oe 
limitations on ey growth 7 the “307 
arment area under the Caribbean- 
asin Initiative °° ~~ pm. 


The legislation per cent 
limit to soak tiope acy any individual . 
country will be allowed each year 


while in the past CBI countries had. 
been allowed relatively unlimited 
growth. 

Mr. Thomas said that the islands 
would have a stronger voice if there 
was a strong regional position on this 


matter. 


j 
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BELIZE 


ESQUIVEL NOTES HOPES FOR ‘SOFTER’ GUATEMALA STAND 
32980022 Bridgetown CANA in English 2242 GMT 1 Sep 87 


[Text] Belmopan, 1 Sep (CANA)--The Belize Government hopes Guatemala's new 
foreign minister, Alfonso Cabrera, will take a softer line on the two countries’ 
territorial dispute than did his predecessor, according to Belize's Prime 
Minister, Manuel Esquivel, 


Esquivel told CANA that with the resignation of Mario Quinonez it is hoped 
that his successor will take a more flexible approach toward a negotiated 

settlement to the dispute which will be more in line with the thinking of 

the Guatemalan President, Vinicio Cerezo. 


Guatemala has a long-standing claim to Belize which the two countries have 
discussed without making headway. The Guatemalans have been insisting on 
the cession of land, something the Belize Government has described as unten- 
able. Pas 


Ysquivel told CANA that a bi-partisan parliamentary committee the government 
appointed to examine proposais for a negotiated settlement with Guatemala has 
come up with some recommendations. These will be presented to the Guatemalans 
at another round of talks, the prime minister said. He gave no details of the 
proposals, nor did he say when the negotiations would be held. 
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SENATOR DISCUSSES U.S.-BASE PACT AT PLP SYMPOSIUM 


32980023 Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 5 Sep 87 p 3 


[Text] 


Senator David Allen told 
listeners at the PLP’s sym- 
posium on Independence “‘it 
goes without saying that the 
bases agreement will auto- 
matically come up for re- 
negotiation at the time of In- 
dependence.” 

Sen. Allen addressed 
listeners at a panel dis- 
cussion entitled: Indepen- 
dence and Foreign Affairs/ 
Defence. 

The Senator said: “At a 
time when ag is receiving 
approximately $3 billion for 
its three US bases and Por- 
tugal is receiving millions in 
rent for the US base at Lajes 
in the Azores, many would 
not argue against at least 
some quid quo pro for our 
precious few miles. 

“While the US does 
provide an airport control 
tower and some other 
services, it should be re- 
membered that but for the 
US base presence, the Ber- 
muda Treasury would be re- 
ceiving millions of dollars in 
taxes on that land and busi- 
ness done on it.” 

The Senator suggested 
that few would argue that 
“we shouldn’t be getting at 
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least, say 200 US university 
scholarships for Bermudian 
students” in return for the 
use of that land. 

Sen. Allen further offered 
the information that Ber- 
muda already has a number 
of functioning tourism of- 
fices overseas. He said it 
should not be complicated to 
expand a rcom or two and 
install a Bermudian 
diplomatic and/or trade of- 
ficer in each. 


According to Sen. Allen, 
the New York office could 
also be our Consulate-Gen- 
eral and UN Mission, and 
the Toronto office could be 
another Consulate General. 
He said there would be a 
need to reopen the recently 
“and ill-advisedly” closed 
London office. 


Sen. Allen said there 
would be a need to open a 
small office in Washington 
and another in Ottawa as 
well, but added these offices, 
particularly the one in 
Washington, would have 
tourism functions as well. 


While Sen. Allen swayed 
toward an independent Ber- 
muda, Lt. Col. Michael 
Darling, former Commander 
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BERMUDA 


of the Bermuda Regiment 
was definitely not for it. 


Col. Darling said he came 
to the forum with “a fairly 
open mind but with a per- 
sonal view against Indepen- 
dence.” 


He stressed the costs Inde- 
pendence would incur. He 
said a full-time militia, and 
better weapons would be 
costly. 

“The Regiment is quite 
capable of managing 
internal affairs, and the UK 
Government is entirely 
responsible for our external 
defence,” he said. 


Sen. Charles Marshall, 
UBP chairman, was the 
group’s third panelist. 

He said Independence is 
not a a UBP question, but a 
question of the people in- 
stead. 


“Each of us have to look 
at our children and their 
children of tomorrow and 
say, ‘Yes, we explored the 
question of independence 
and saw whether it was good 
= country or not’,” he 
said. 








CHARLES COMMENTS ON GFENADA, OECS UNION, CBI 


DOMINICA 


32980024 St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 29 Aug 87 pp 8-9 


[Interview in Grenada with Prime Minister of Dominica Eugenia Charles; name of 
interviewer, exact date and place of interview not given] 


[Text } 


Opportunity was 
taken by the Gre- 
nadian Voice, 
during the visit last 
week of Prime 
Minister Eugenia 
Charles of Domi- 
nica, for the St. 
Joseph's Convent 
reunion, to have a 
Face to Face 
interview with Miss 
Charles on various 
matters. Miss 
Charles told our 
interviewer about 
her feelings towards 
Grenada, the NNP 
situation, OECS 
unity, CBI, her own 
political position 
and the Dominica 
economy. 


Q e Miss Charles, 


how does it feel to 
reflect on the part 
Grenada played in your 
life, and the part you 
played in Grenada’s 
history? 


e Well I have 
always heen grateful to 


Grenada for allowing me 
to do what I wanted to 
do, which was study law. 
And I imagine its 
because I had studied law 
that I got into politics 
at all. Although my 
father was always in 
politics and we lived and 
breathed it at home, I 
never thought at that 
time, that I'd want to go 
into politics. But if | 
hadn't been so closely 
attached to the law I 
might not have been so 
apprehensive at what 
was happening at home 


- Seeing that they were — 


taking away people's 
freedom was what caused 
me to go into politics. 


e What about the 
part you played in 
Grenadas’ history, How 
do you feel? 


A. I think it was 


necessary, a request for 
it and I suppose because 
I had lived in Grenada I 
must have felt -much 
closer to the people 
there. Beside that I had 
good friends there 
anyway you know and it 
made me want to do 
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something for them 
when I realised that they 
wanted something done. 


Q. You also influ- 
enced Grenadas’ history 
by being one of the 
midwives, so to speak, 
of the New National 
Party. How do you feel 
about the collapse of 
that grouping? — 


A. Well, I wouldn't 


call it collapse, there's 
still hope. But I'm sorry 
in fact that they haven't 
been able to stick 
together, until the next 
election at least. I've 
always known © 1t there 
would be crac}. because 
it wasn't... in any 
political party there are 
differences in opinion 
but when different 
political parties get 
together the differences 
might by greater, I 
imagine. But I felt that 
with all that happened 
in Grenada before, for 
many years before that a 
little patience was re- 
quired, a little under- 
standing on each side, 
as | said when I went to 
their convention two 
years ago, a little un- 





derstanding was required 
to ensure that even the 
differences, could be 
lived with for the 
purpose of getting 8 
strong government jn 
Grenada. 


Q e Did you and 
your regional colleagues 


at any time see this 
coming and make any 
effort to try and prevent 
it? 

A. Well I don't 


think that we saw it 
coming, but we always 
had the fear that a 
coalition might break up 
you know. It's true we 
formed one party with 
everybody in it, but it 
still was in a way a 
little bit of a coalition, 
wasn't it? And even what 
is happening now with 
the opposition egain its 
a coalition again isn't 
it? 

Q. Well that’s what 


I suggested to them, but 
they said no they do nut 
see it as that. 


A. But I think it 


is. They are pocople of 


different views that are 
going to get together, I 








think because they feel 
they do, they can do 
something for Grenada, 
but there's always that 
fear that people may be 
too different to be able 
get along together. 


e Did you and Mr. 
Blaize speak about the 
future of the NNP during 


your visit? 


A. No! I didn't talk 
about the party at all, as 
such. All we talked 
about was Greanda itself 
and how its going. 


e Will the new 


party, the National 
Democratic Congress, be 
eligible for membership 
in the Caribbean 
Democratic Union? 


A e I think so 


because you can have 
both parties in you 
know, so long as we 
have the same ideals, 
you know? that might 
perhaps be the best 
thing that could happen 
in fact. 


Q. llow do you feel 
about progress towards 
union of the OECS and 
what do you see as the 
next step? 


A. Well the next 


step, the first real step 
to be taken is the 
referendum by the 
people. I am not going 
into anything in which 
the people do _ not 
understand, they may 
not understand every 
little word and what it 
means, but they must 
understand gencrally 
what we're doing and 
they must be enthusi- 
astic about it. We must 
not make the mistakes 
again of the leaders 
being enthusiastic and 
thinking the pcople are 
on their coat tails going 
along, we must get them 


so involved that they 
themselves become as 
enthusiastic as _ the 
leaders, and that is why 
I haven't concerned 
myself too much about 
time. 

I know that Mitchell 
has done it, I think 
Mitchell docs it because 
he wants to put some- 
thing in place so 
people can do some- 
thing, not that he is 
making it a binding 
date, but let us go that 
way because then you 
begin to move. I think 
that he is a person who, 
when we sit down and 
talk, we won't have 
difficulty in agreeing 
when the right date has 
come. 

So I feel that if we 
keep our people 
sufficiently sensitized, 
talk about it, let them 
talk about it, listen to 
what they have to say, 
what they may fear, the 
curiousity about certain 
matters. That must be 
allayed and they must be 
informed on it, so that 
they can genuinely, and 
you will know, you will 
know, if you know your 
people when the time is 
right for you to have the 
referendum. 


Q. So no date is 


yet set for such a thing. 


e I know that 


Mitchell said he thought 
we could have a 
referendum in a years 
time but I don't think 
that he was putting that 
down as a rule. He was 
just saying that, listen 
we are talking let's talk 
towards that, which is 
not a bad idea, but you 
can just waffle and not 
get anyway if you don't 
begin to look ahead, 
you know? 


e Are you 
consulting with influen- 


tial groups in Dominica 
or only....? 


A. Oh yes. The 


first thing I did was to 


discuss with the 
opposition and _ his 
deputy. I did that two 


days after I got back 
from Tortola, and the 
following weck I discuss 
with the chairmen and 
clerks of Village 
Councils. I felt that is 
where the questions 
would go directly. And I 
invited them to call me 
and ask me anything 
that they wanted to 


know for clarification. I. 


then met the D.A.IA. 
{Dominica Association 
of Industry and Com- 
merce] and the Em- 
ployers Federation, the 
executive, again I 
arranged that they 
should meet otherwise 
too. 

Then I met with all 
the service clubs - you 
know the Rotary, and 
Lions and Girl Guides 
and what not, you know, 
and I'm going to meet 
with the churches, the 
Catholic Church is quite 
a big organisation here. 
I'm going to meet with 
the heirachy and also we 
have an Evangelist 
grouping and I am going 
to meet with them too, 
their leaders to talk 
about and hear what 
they have to say about 
it. Because I think these 
people must then go on 
doing the talking, and 
then apart from that we 
arc going to villages to 
talk. 

On Monday we are 
going to a village in the 
North to talk about it 
and we are going to one 
in North East to talk 
about it too. And 
everywhere that I have 
spoken, at every 
inaugration of Village 
Council - we're having a 
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spate of them now - and 
any time a village has 
asked me to come and 
talk to them that subject 
is number one subject. 
So people can ask 
questions. I have 
spoken with police and I 
have spoken to the 
firemen because they 
will be affected. To me 
when you are going to 
change people's status, 
they must be fully 
informed, they must 
understand and they must 
wish it - the majority of 
them must wish it. 


Q. Have you been 


~ meeting any resistance 


whatsoever in the 
groups that you have 
been ‘talking to; what 
sort of response has 
there been? 


A. No resistance, 


but a lot of questions. 
Yo know, like what will 
happen to us as 
policemen, will they 
just take us up and move 
us to another island 
without any warning. I 
said this will happen to 
you in a village in 
Dominica within vill- 
ages and so thefefore it 
means that the senior 
person who does those 
moves must be cogni- 
zant of the circum- 
stances and whether it's 
a good thing to move 
the person or not. 

When a man _ is 
married and his wife is a 
nurse or is tcaching or 
something, you can't 
just pick him up and 
send him somewhere 
else when he has 
children. But this sort of 
thing will have to come 
into consideration of 
any Public Service 
Commission who is 
dealing with it. 


Q e Opposition 
parties in the region 
have called for more 








func uncl cooperation. 
What is your views on 
this? I know that you 
have complained about 
the fact that certain 
regional organisations 
are not working 
properly and you've 
threatened to opt out of 
some of them. 


A. I agree with 


that. I think they cost 
too much moncy. If they 
were cesting me nothing 
maybe I wouldn't worry, 
but when they are 
costing me money I 
want to see value for my 
money. And I'm sure.. 
I've been saying so for a 
long time but the penny 
has dropped at last 
because all the islands 
are now badly off. You 
see when you have rich 
islands like Jamaica and 
Guyana and Grenada, 
rich countries, Trinidad 
I mean, then they didn't 
listen to what you said, 
but now the pennies 
mean something to them 
too, so they're Jistening 
to what is said. For 
instance I've been on 
the back of CARDI for a 
long time. Why do we 
havew to have a research 
unit which we pay a Jot 
of money for, one in 
CARDI and the samne 
sort of thing is 
happening - and you 
have CARDATS as well. 
So I finally got them to 
put CARDI and Cardats 
together. It was absurd, 
waste of money. 


e What about the 


Sharing of Embassies 
and things like that? 


A e Well that is 


something that I would 
have, in fact If I had 
been in Government 
before, when we became 
Independent, I would 
never have moved away 
from the English 
mission the mission in 


London, but it was done 
before my time, and 
once you told Domini- 
cans _ they had their own 
High Commissioner, its 
hard to tell them to 
come back and have a 
foreigner as their High 
Commissioner, you 
know what I mean? a 
non Dominician. And I 


suggested to the others. 


that what we could do 
was to ask the bank to 
Iend us Crispin 
Soraindho, who is a 
Dominician, borrow him 
for two years, 1 would 
then come back to the 
fold, and when he goes 
it doesn't matter who is 
made High Commission- 
er. Then we're back in 
the fold. But they didn't 
see it like that, and 
Antigua has since Ieft 
anyway herself. She 
does not have anything 
joint with us anymore; 
neither Canada or Lon- 
don, but I'm still joined 
in Canada and I think it 
makes sense. 

We have becn talking 
in New York of having a 
building in which we 
have our offices, we 
might have a reception- 
st joint, I think 
everybody wants their 
own telex and so on. 
This I'in prepared to go 
with. We are actually 
putting up a house, well 
we havent begun but we 
have plans for putting 
up a building in 
Washington on rented 


land, leasehold land, so 
that wé can have one 
building for all of us. 
Now if OECS becomes a 
unity we will have too 
much space there we will 
be able to rent an entire 
flopor to another 
countrye will be able to 
rent a whole floor to 
another country. Its the 
only way to go, you 
can't possibly have 


these different missions 
all over the place. 


Q e Do you see 


more of that kind of 
ccoperation being a 
forerunner to actual 
unity, or do you think 
that it will have to come 
after? 

A e No [ think the 


missions will come back 
again, we are already 
making preparation for 
that, but [ do not 
believe for instance that 
you can have freedom of 
movement before you 
have a treasury. Because 
it could cause inbalances 
‘freedom of movement’ 
and therefore there must 
be means of attracting 
people, of keeping 
people in the pace by 
use of the treasury and 
use of development 
moncy. So, I think that 
I would not go for 
freedom of movement 
until we have one 
treasury. 


Q e What sort of 
political structure do you 
personally envisage? Do 
you think we need a new 
system? 


A. I want a Unitary 


State. It may not be 
exactly the same as 
every other unitary 
state, but I want one 
state, I don't want to 
have six parliaments and 
a central parliament. I 
want a strong central 
government because one 
of the reasons we want 
this is because we want 
efficiency and we want 
to save moncy, because 
it's expensive running 
these little countries out 
of proportion to what 
we have in people. 


e How do you see 


people being elected to 
that - having regional 
parties such as.......? 
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A. Well I think 


they will have to have 
partics. I dont think it's 
difficult because there 
are partics that think 
alike and we can go 
ahead with thei . 


Q. I recall that in 
the West Indies Fedcra- 
tion what happened was 
that the parties that were 
in power formed one 
perty and the parties 
that were in opposition 
from another party. Is 


this likely to- occur | 


again? 


Aw I think that's 


what will happen . And 
I've already told my 
people, you know, don't 
expect me to be Prime 
Minister when _ this 
thing comes up. In fact 
none of us the Prime 
Ministers may be cho- 
sen as Prime Minister 
then. Somebody else 
may come up in this 
joint party which in fact 
is the leader. 


Q e You don't think 


that we need to devise a 
new system at all? 


A. Oh yes, I am 


not saying, there is 
nothing wrong with the 
unitary state, I am just 
saying that I want a 
strong central govern- 
ment, so we can design 
a new thing, and we 
have been talking to the 
technicians, in the 
CFTC [Commonwealth 
Fund for Technical Co- 
operation] for instance, 
we've asked them for 
some assistance with 
that, to give us 
alternatives for us to 
study and loc’ at it and 
go and ialk to the 
people evout it after the 
first recerendum and you 
can get consensus of 
what they prefer, what 
they don't prefer. And 
then you can go ahead. 








It may not be all that 
what I want really, but 
the only thing I would 
not want is a weak 
central government 
because that is @ waste 
of moncy and time. 


e When are you 


next to face the polls in 
Dominica? 


A e Three years 


from July, from last 
July. 


Q. Ilave you got 
things more or less 
under controi in 
Dominica at the present 
time? 


A. Oh no we have 


a strong leftist group 
here who are spending 
money like water. I 
don't know where they 
get it from, well I guess 
where they get it from . 
And you know, when 
people are impoverish- 
ed, money does buy a 
few votes, you know, so 
we have spent a lot and 
people are seeing it, but 
I have found that the 
more you do the more 
people want. When they 
sec that you have been 
able to do this they 
think sure she can do 
more. They don't think 
- well anyway she does 
-o much more than the 
others did, let's have a 
little pity on her. Nol 
Nol No! if she can do 
that she can do that too. 
They think you're a 
magician. 


Q. Would you say 


that at this point in 
time that the Caribbean 
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Basin Initiative is 
working satisfactorily 
for Dominica? 


A. Well let me say 


it clearly, that from the 
beginning I didn't think 
it would work for us at 
all, because [ didn't 
think we had _ the 
infrastructure to take 
advantage of it. And that 
was why we insisted and 
pushed that there should 
be aid attached to it, 
whether it was not part 
of the CBI, the aid came 
as a result of talk about 
CBI and I'm grateful for 
that because that is how 
I got my roads, how I 
got my electricity on 
the east coast and so 
from that point of view 
I have gained. Also, we 
have been able to sell 
things in the States that 
we were never able to 
sell before like citrus 
and - although they have 
a ban on some of the 
things that are processed 
there because they want 
to protect their own 
little farms - but citrus 
and our essential oils, 
the lime oil and bay oil 
and so, we have been 
able to ship at good 
prices. And we have had 
some investment, not as 
much as I would like, if 
I could get five factories 
employing 200 people 
each, I would have no 
unemployment problem. 


e Have you had 
any of the Puerto Rican 
investment coming to 
Dominica? 

A. They haven't 
come yet they have 


come and talked to us 
about it and I believe in 
this, but you know 
Puerto Rico I tell them 
is a Manana counuy - 
Spanish ch? - but I 
believe that they seemed 
quite serious when they 
came last weck and we 
might get two projects 
off them. 


e So what is the 


status of Dominica's 
economy right now? 


A. Well the farmers 


are doing well and other 
people are doing well 
too - the shops - 
because if the farmers 
are doing well the 
money is going into the 
shops. So they're doing 
well but government 
itself doesn't have 
money, as usual, we still 
have to depend on aid 
for you to be able to do 
some of the capital 
things you want to do. 
And I look on aid as 
something which. you 
use to pull you up on 
your bootstraps, because 
you will not alwqays be 
getting aid. So you must 


get all that you can now . 


to put you in a position 
that you will not require 
it as much later on. We 
don't have a lot of 
money. We've just 
dowe...every year for the 
last three or four years | 
have lessened the burden 
of income tax and this 
time I took a little bite 
off for everybody, but I 
still have income tax, | 
can't afford to give it 
away altogether as you 
have.... 
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Q e You're not 


likely to try the Grenada 
experiment? 


A. No. I'm trying 
part of it but not all of 
it. I believe that income 
tax is a great levellcr. I 
think that the onc’s who 
have must pay for the 
ones who haven't yor: 
that methesf. 
also...so Tmo mot fi! 
to abolish ino «- °': 
The opposition ll 
htey're going ty abeli' 
it but Jet then «he uf 
they want to. Part + 
lessened the bercden - 
the importer vp tie 
and allowed 9 salee t 
at the end. 


Q eo Rut on ¢: 


subject of incre to 
you...have vou ¢' 
broad enough tar to 
that you Ware errene! 
people pavine 1» 
believe one «jf: 
problems Mr Rhaier 
he faced wes thot ou 
many people 
gelling away. ila. © 
got a better vsti? 


A. Theat ": trive tee 


we've tigthened th 
system up vers well 
had an expert cons 
work with us. eat he wv 
the sort of eject dt 
He came ail cat he 
and worked! snd by 
his hand inte: Ur: tha: 
you know? Awl te ch! 
good job Testi iti t eee 
staff and se ve bh 
been collecting ome: 
more than we cul! 
before. But J tint : 
have to kecp youre 
open all the time | 
hat, eh? 








GRENADA 


REPORTAGE ON DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING NEW NDC PARTY 
Brizan on Party Principles 
329800025d St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 1 Aug 87 p 5 


{Text} Mr George Brizan, Opposition Member of the Grenada House of Representa- 
tives and former Minister of Education in the New National Party (NNP) Cabinet 
of Prime Minister Herbert Blaize, said in an interview with NEWSLETTER on 

July 23rd that the foundation has been laid for a new political party in 
Grenada, 


Emphasise 


"I want to emphasise that that party has not yet been launched", he said, "but 
we have drawn up the basic principles and, last Sunday (19th), we decided that, 
when the party is launched, it will be called the National Democratic Congress 
(NDC)", : | 


The persons sponsoring this movement towards a new political party are the six 
Opposition members in the House, he said, who are, in addition to him, Mr 
Phinsley St Louos (Leader of the Opposition), Dr Francis Alexis, ‘ir Tiilman 
Thomas, Mr Kenny Lalsingh ana Mr Marcel Peters. 


Mr Brizan said he has been appointed Chairman of the group and he mentioned the 
names of other people who are associated with the group. 


These include Mr Michael Andrews, President of the Grenada Bar Association, 
Senator Albert Forsythe, once a prominent member of Sir Eric Gairy's Grenada 
Labour Party and former NNP Senator Jerome Joseph who resigned from NNP last 
April together with Dr Alexis and Messrs Brizan and Thomas. 


Several Committees have been appointed, Mr Brizan said, among them one for 
designing the policies and principles of the party. The principles have al- 
ready been designed, he said, and these are set out under eight Heads, the 
first being "Acceptance of the Supreme Being”. 


The other heads are "Pledge to Service", “Advancing Fairness", “Morality in 


Public Affairs", "Building Parliamentary Democracy", "Economic Relationships" 
and “Respecting Human Rights"’. 
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"Morality in Public Affairs" is broken down into 10 sub-heads which include a 
stated belief that "Ministers of Government hold their Ministries in trust 
for the nation....", and a statement of support for "the putting in place of 
machinery to deal with victimisation and threats of victimisation" 


Free Press 


Six sub-heads appear under "Building Parliamentary Democracy", one of which 
expresses belief in "strengthening the pillars of democracy, i.e., an inde- 
pendent Judiciary, free and fair periodic elections, independent trade unions, 
a free press and public opinion." 


A belief is also expressed that "Government must pay due regard to the views 
of the Party", and that "all members of the ruling party sitting as elected 
members of Parliament, must be given fair opportunity to participate in the 
running of the Government" 


"Economic Relationships", with five sub-heads, expresses belief "in developing 
harmonious relationship between labour and management and encouraging, where 
feasible, joint venture cpcraiions between the Public Sector, Private Sector 
and Organised Labeur" 


Obvious Dig 


In an obvious dig at the present policies of the NNP Government which plans to 
retrench 1,800 Public Servants this year, one sub-head under "Respecting Human 
Dignity" says, "We believe that human dignity is enhanced by the creation of 
job opportunities, by reducing unemployment and not by retrenchment" 


When the statement of policies has been completed, Mr Brizan said in the inter- 
view, it will be subjected to consultation and discussion "around the country". 


"All these documents", he said, "the Party's Constitution and the statement of 
principles and the statement of policies, after they have been refined in ac- 
cordance with feedback we get from the people, will be formally ratified when 
the Party holds its first Convention sometime before the end of this year". 


Mr Brizan said it is dangerous to affix labels to a political party and he would 
only describe the proposed NDS as "moderate", He said party groups already 
exist, new ones are being organised throughout the country, and they will all 
become NDC groups when the Party is launched. 


Funds for the movement come from fund raising events, contributions are so- 
licited from Grenadians at home and abroad, he said, and he denied the sugges~- 
tion that funds may be coming from organisations outside of the country who are 
interested in promoting a "moderate" party. 


"So far" Mr Brizan said, "there is no outside organisation which has offered 
us any financial assistance and if ever such an offer was made, before we 
accepted’ we would have to know what the organisation stands for and whether 
there are any ‘strings’ attached to the aid”. 
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There are support groups of Grenadians in London and New York, he saia, who give 
aid to the movement towards the launching of NDC and another group is now in 
process of being formed in Washington. 


There is no plan that NDC will sponsor a trade union wing of the party, Mr 
Brizan said, nor will there be any trade union attachment, but he felt that, 


already 


Tremendous 


there is considerable support for the proposed party, 


"There is tremendous good-will towards us throughout the country", he said, 
"and this is coming from key sectors of the population, including the working 
sector and the agricultural sector". 


Party's First Workshop 


St Georges THE GRENADIAN TRIBUNE in English 28 Aug 87 p l 


[Text] 


"WE are mot just a 
political partly, we 
constitute a family 
and we must feel like 
one. If one menber's 
head hurts him, we 
must all feel it. The 
problen of one must 
be the problen of 
all". That's the way 
the Hon. George 
Brizan concluded his 
address speaking to 
avout 250 of N.D.C. 
key supporters fran 
every constituency 
who attended the 
first workshop of the 
recently formed 
National Denocratic 
Conaress (UC) in St. 
Patricks on Sunday. 
Also. speaking at 
the workshops opening 


session were the 
leader of - the 
opposition Hon. 
Phinsley St. Louis 


and the Hon. Francis 
Alexis, M.P for S.E. 


St. George. In his 
address the leader of 
the opposition 
pointed out that the 
representation of 
each constituency 
depicted that the 
people had confidence 
in the NU. te 
continued by saying 
'we are now going to 
march along and will 
not turn back’. 

In his address Hun. 
Dr. Francis Alexis 
noted that the 
detractors evil- 
wishers of the party 


cannot feel happy 
with the large 
turnout at the 
workshop, amd said 
‘the spies will 

certainly mt have 


good news to bring 
back to the big 
boys’. 

CREATION OF HISTORY 
The workshop of the 

NDC was called to 
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formulate policies of 
the party and this 
Was termed by the Hon 
George Brizan as the 
creation of History 
in Grenada as this 
has never been done 
before. 

Four workshop 
groups were fonned 
and for two and a 
half (23) hours men- 
hers deliberated on 
the constitution and 
policies of — the 
party. At the end re- 
ports were given and 
the constitution of 
the NUC was unanin- 
ously ratified by a 
resolution to that 
effect. 

A resolution § was 
also passed by the 
body, instructing the 
National Executive of 
the NU to send a 
message of congratul- 
ations to Deleno Vie- 
aey, a  Grenadian 


student who was sele- 
cted in the UM as 
one of the leading 
students. It was 
noted that the ruling 
party did not have 
the decency to hail 
this son of the soil 
who has made history 
for grenada. 

In what was termed 
as a moving address, 
the Hn. Georg 
Brizan closed hy cal- 
ling on manbers to be 
steadfast and firm. 
He echoed that even 


‘if they retrench us 


we must remain coan- 
mitted. Then shifting 
to scriptures he be- 
coned that we shold 
cast our bread upon 
the waters and after 
many days it shall 
retum'. — 





More on Party Structure 


St Georges GRENADA GUARDIAN in English 4 Sep 87 p 4 


[Av ticle obviously reprinted from foreign, but unidentified, source] 


[Text ] 


ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada — The formal launching of Grenada’s newest political party, the Nation 
Democratic Congress (NDC), within another six weeks could well signal the beginning of the end for Prin 
Minister Herbert Blaize’s government. 

' “The demise of the government of Prime Minister Herbert Blaize becomes just a matter of time,” sa. 
George Brizan, one of the founder-leaders of the NDC, who, like Dr. Franic Alexis, was instrumental in t! 
formation of the New National Party (NNP) under Blaize’s leadership. 


The NNP subsequently won 14 of the 15 seats at the December 1984 general elections. 

Ever since Brizan, Alexis and Tillman Thomas quit the Blaize administration in April to team up with two earlier defectors ar 
arother member of the opposition, thereby reducing the NNP to a nine-six parliamentary majority, questions have been raisc 
about the future of the NNP as a government. 

Both Brizan and Alexis, fresh from addresing a ‘political workshop’ last weekend of some 200 activists from across the islan: 
openly boasted that whenever the NNP was ready to face the people in the choice of a government “we are ready”. 

Brizan, formerly Agriculture and Fisheries Minister, later Education Minister and now interim chairman of the NDC’S c 
ordinating committee, said that “Grenada, after just two and half years of NNP rule is today in an economic crisis. 

“There is financial bankruptcy,” he added “with the government 
facing a shortfall of at least 20 percent of this year’s budget 
(EC$146 million). The government seems totally incapable of 
running the country and the leaders of the NNP are afraid to 
hold public meetings and face the people.” 

Blaize’s deputy and Foreign Minister Ben Jones reacted ear- 
lier in the week to such strident denunciations of the NNP 
administration, by urging Grenadians to “ignore the unfounded 
criticisms” by the government's opponents and to give the NNP a 
“second chance” at the polls, not constitutionally due before 
December 1989, but likely to be held earlier. 

The NNP’s General Secretary, Dr. Keith Mitchell, reported to 
be a leading contender to succeed the 68-year-old Blaize, known 
to be in poor health, ha: stated that the NNP was now in the 
process of “reconstruction”, following the major rupture the 
party suffered by last April's defection of Alexis, Brizan and 
Thomas. 

Brizan is expected to be chosen the first leader of the NDC 
when the party’s first convention takes place with its official 
inauguration possibly not later than the first week of October, 
with Dr. Alexis, ex-Attorney General and Minister of Labour, as 
deputy leader. 

The NDC’s draft constitution was given the nod at last 
weekend's workshop which also begun the process of consider- 
ing a draft plan of action once elected to government. 

While not confirming the likely leadership structure of the 
NDC, Dr. Alexis told EC NEWS that “those who are spreadin 
rumours abroad about any leadership squabble between me oa 
Brizan, are wasting their time. It is not an issue for either of us, 
f>r our party or for the broad mass of Grenadian people. 

“On the contrary” he said, “it is the NNP that’s facing growing 
in-fighting over Blaize’s refusal to step down from the leader- 
ship and who should be his successor.” 

Brizan, in focussing his attention on the government’s poli- 
cies, said the Blaize administration’s recent introduction of an 
Emergency Powers Act (EPA), “is clearly a measure designed to 
provide the NNP with a political advantage in suppressing the 
rights of its opponents. It has nothing to do with national 
security.” 

He said that “all this talk about having emergency powers to 
protect the national interest of Grenada is camouflage. The EPA 
is strictly political and not security, but it will not help the NNP. 

Its bankrupt leadership is only creating more social and eco- 
noinic problems for this country.” 
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Brizan as Opposition Leader 


St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 12 Sep 87 p 16 


[Text] 


GEORGE BRIZAN is 
now the Leader of the 
Opposition in the 
House of Represen- 
tatives. 

' Mr. Brizan took over 
that post after the 
resignation of Mr. 
Phinsicy St. Louis who 
sent in his resignation 
to Governor General 
Sir Paul Scoon on 
Tuesday. 

In his letter of 
resignation, Mr. St. 
Louis said “since 
taking up the duties of 
the office, my several 
repeated fruitless re- 
quests to the Hon- 
ourable Prime Minister 
for an office and the 
necessary support staff 
have led me to conclude 
that the Government of 
the day has no 
intention whatsoever to 
seriously pursue the 
system of true parlia- 
mentary democracy.” 
He said “the office of 


Leader of the Oppo- 
sition, even with 
adequate office and staff 
demands one's full 
time, if one is to 
satisfactorily fulfill the 
tole expected.” He said 
it was in this light he 
was tendering his 
resignation and hand- 
ing over to Mr. Brizan 
in whom he has 
confidence. 


” Political observers 
see the change as a 
tidying up of the affairs 
of the National 
Democratic Congress 
(NDC) since the six 
opposition members in 
parliament have come 
together under the 
umbrella of the NDC, a 
grouping which Brizan 
is tipped to lead. It has 
also been noted that St. 
Louis was a busincss- 
man when he claimed 
the position from 


Brizan Role in NDC 


Marcel Peters’ in 
February. 

Brizan therefore 
becomes the third 
Leader of the Oppo- 
sition since the 
December 1984 general 
elections. Peters was 
the lone successful 
candidate of Sir Eric 
Gairy's Grenada United 
Labour Party, he defied 
Gairy who had ordered 
him not to take the 
seat on the grounds 
that the elections were 
fraudulent. When St. 
Louis quit the New 
National Party and 
joined Kenny Lalsingh 
who had left earlicr he 
claimed the position 
leader of the oppo- 
sition with the support 
of Lalsingh. Brizan, 
Dr. Francis Alexis and 
Tillman Thomas left 
the government and 
party and joined the 
opposition benches in 
April this year. 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Sep 87 p 14 


[Text] 


ST GEORGF’S, Sunday (CANA) —-The opposition National Democratic 
Congress (NDC), Grenada’s newest political 


party, will be launched at a convention here on 
October 18, a spokesman said today. 
Newly-appointed opposition leader George Brizan, 
' who is expected to be elected leader of the new party, 
said officers will be elected at that meeting and the 
party's new constitution and statement of principles 
will be ratified. 
Brizan, a former minister in the Blaize Govern- 


ment until his resignation earlier this year, said the 
constitution provides for a political leader and two 
deputies. 

Provision is also made for a chairman, a deputy 
chairman and e general secretary. 

The six opposition Members of Parliament, five of 

them defectors from the ruling New National Party 
(NNP), will form the nucleus of the new party. 
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GRENADA 


GAIRY ADDRESSES "HUGE CROWD’ IN TOWN OF VICTORIA 


32980025£ St Georges GRENADA GUARDIAN in English 28 Aug 87 p 4 


[Text] 


On Sund-y last, 
August 23, « very 
huze crowd of all 
aes welcomed Sir 
Eric Cairy in the 
town or Victoria, St 
Marts. 


Sir Eric had not 
held any political 
meetings in Victoria 
since his return from 
txile over three and 
a half years iugo. 


The huge crowd was 
really excited, und 
went wild at the ap- 
pesrance of their 
Political Leader and 
Fresident of their 
Trade Union whom 
they hnd not se-n 
nor heard for some 
time, 


Before the arrivel 
of Sir Eric et the 
place of meeting the- 
re wis a television 
on spot «hich save a 
full account of Sir 
Eric's recent mecting 
in Yew York. The anxious 
Victorie2 crowd saw 
and heard their “Uncle 
Gairy." 


The meeting was 
cpened by Ir, Andrew 


Noel, a-well-known 
building contractor’ 
and businessman, who 
called upon a rro- 
minent member of the 
community to lead the 
huge crowd in prayer, 
as usual. The crowd 
then sang “To God be 
the Glory, Creat Th- 
ings He has done." 


Sir =ric spoke on 
many poirts of inter- 
est. ile said he was 
the only Grassroot 
Leader in the Country. 
He tickled the crowd 
when he stated that 
some peonle said they 
recognised only two 
leaders Gairy and 
Bishop. He continued 
by saying “Indeed 
Bishop was a leader — 
who chose a road 
leading down to some- 
thing and I took a 
road leadin~ up to 
something. But none 
of the other so-called 
politicians ere walk= 
ing on any roads. 

They are simply walk- 
ing in the mud between 
the two roads chosen 
by Bishop and myself." 


Also present on, the. 
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plat‘orm were ir, 
idzil Thomas, a GULP 
Executive member, and 
also several prominent 
citizens of St Marks. 
Kir, Thomas also im- 
pressed the crowd as 
he spoke for about 
thirty minutes. 

Seen talking to Sir 
Eric Gairy was Hr, 
inston . Frederick who‘ 
was the party’s Can- 
didate for St. Pat- 
rick West during the 
last election, but 
was expelled from 
GULP's Executive Coun- 
cil about a year ago. 

Mr. Victor Scott,. 
prominent citizen of 
St. Marks, residing 
mostly in the United 
Kinedom, played a 





great part in the 
‘sponsorship of the 
meeting which was. held 
on his premises with | 
a pavilion overlook- : 
ing the Victoria Play 
Field, 

Sir Eric and his 6én-= 
tourage had refresh- 
ment at the home of 
another prominent cit- 
izen locally called 
"Painter" who owns a 
very beautiful home 
in the town of Victoria 


The meeting was. 
brought to an end with 
prayers, as usual, and 
a "DJ" music filled 
the air as Sir tric and 
his entourage headed for 
the city about 9 O° 
colck Sunday evening. 
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MBPM EXECUTIVE MEETS, ADOPTS ‘MAJOR DECISIONS' 


GRENADA 


32980025e St Georges INDIES TIMES in English 5 Sep 87 p 1 


{Text ] 


At 9 meeting 
of the “MBPM, NRC 
lest Sunday some 
meior decision were 
taken for the fur- 
ther sdvancement and 
imorovement of the 
party's work. 

The meeting began 
with deteiled re- 
ports from both 
Bros Xendrick | 
Radix end Dr. Terry 
“arryshow on visits 
abroad on behalf of 
the varty. In both 
cases the brothers 
pointed the favorable 
atmosohere which exists 
abroad for the party's 
work, In the case 

of Bro Radix he 
pointed out tie con- 
tinued warmth of the 
Cub93n peovle and 
lesders 3nd their 
continued sup»rort for 
the cause of Maurice 
Bishop end the Grena- 
dien people, 

On careful) examina- 
tion of the party's 
work and fu.:ction it 
wee recognised that 
the oarty needed to 
improve its work. 
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In this reg2rd strong 
decisions were t9ken 
to hold meeting with 
in the parishes to 
strengthen the 
organization and 
mobilizstion of 
oerty Cadres. 

The jelegates 
Also examined the 
function of three . 


'- mejor committees 


of the party and gave 
them deadlines to 
Imvroye their work 
ec':edules, 
Additionally and 
importantly the 
Jelereates pas'ed 
two resolutions, 
The first called 
on the ITP to stop 
the victiniz»ation 
of Dr, Terry “larry 
snov and to recogaize 
his humin ricsht to 
work. The resolution 
c9ll on the 'l? 
rerine to rive imne- 
diate employment to 
Dr Marryshow or give 
him inmedis!e repis- 
tration so that he 
mv practicdé, The 
Second resolution 
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c311 on NNP to sto: 
the discriminatior 
arrinsi Cuban 
praduztes and to 
give immedi3te em- 
Sloyment to these 
orofessionsls:; 

Looking at October 
19th the delegstes 
Cecided that the psri 
should work to make 
the commemortive 
activity a major 
success, It was 
decided that the event 
would be held at 
Victoria on Oct 19th 
and that culture should 
be 9 major aspect of 
the event. 

Once 9g9in the 
lelexates reitersted 
that the MBPM is 
comprised of the 
most Patrdotic, 
democratic and : 
politically concious 
people in the nation 
indeed it is the 
only party of it's 
type. 

Delegates pledged 
to carry out the 
tesk of the party 
and to meet in »# months 
time, 











GRENADA 


BLAIZE REPORTS ON 6-MONTH ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE 
32980025g St Georges THE GRENADA NEWSLETTER in English 1 Aug 87 pp 3, 4, 8, 11 


[Text] Preliminary data, compiled by the Ministry of Finance, indicates favour- 
able growth of Grenada's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during the January to June 
1987 period, but this performance is not reflected in the island's public fi- 
nances, 


This was disclosed by Prime Minister Herbert Blaize as, in a national broad- 
cast over Radio Grenada on July 24th, he reviewed the working of the island's 
economy over the first six months of the year. 


"While the overall economy showed growth of approximately 6.72% of GDP" Mr 
Blaize said, “public finances registered a deficit of EC$13.9 million for the 
period January to June 1987". 


The Prime Minister forecast an overall deficit of EC$31.6 million for 1987 
and said this is due mainly to estimates of three factors. 


Short-fall 


The first is a short-fall in Revenue of EC$12.8 million, the second is a short- 
fall of EC$14.2 in expected Budgetary Support and the third is an EC$5.44 
million increase in Expenditure. 


An analysis of the financial data shows clearly that the fundamental weakness 
in the public finances arises from the fact that the productive sectors of the 
economy are not contributing their fair share, he said, and he expressed the 
opinion that the contribution to public revenue from agriculture, manufacturing 
and tourism must be, at least, compatible with their economic performance. 


"Accordingly, the Ministry of Finance is examining ways and means of raising the 
level of contribution from these sectors", the Prime Minister said, "in order to 
strengthen the public finances as a means of underpinning the overall economy". 


Mr Blaize said that, as a result of a short-fall in the collection of taxes, 
Recurrent Revenue over the January to June period had amounted to EC$45.6 
million which is only 39% of the Annual Budget. 
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Difficulties 


Analysing this short-fall, he attributed the deficit to difficulties under four 
Heads, 


(1) The Business Levy The amount involved is approximately EC$3 million he 
said, ‘This levy was introduced in the 1987 Budget and the Prime Minister re- 
ferred to amendments which had been made following discussions with the Chamber 
of Commerce, The necessary legislation has now been enacted, he said, and ' 
somewhat late start in collection has begun", 


(2) Motor Vehicle Tax Within recent years, the Prime Minister said, the base 
of this tax has been eroded significantly as a result of a large number of con- 
cessions granted to farmers, religious organisations and other non-profit 
groups. The expected short-fall this year is EC$1.3 million, and Mr Blaize 
said these concessions will have to be reduced. 


(3) The Property Tax The shortfall under this Head is estimated at $3.5 
million Mr Blaize said, This tax was intended to be the "centerpiece" of Phase 
2 of the Fiscal Reform Programme, he said, but it has been beset with problems 
arising from the original property valuation list, That list had to be with- 
drawn for examination and re-checking and the delay has resulted in pressure on 
budget revenues, 


(4) Property Transfer Tax The Prime Minister said this Head had been "sig- 
nificantly overbudgeted" in the 1987 Budget. Additionally, he said, an exemption 
on transactions up to FC$20,000 had been given and this had reduced the potential 
yield of the tax. 


In the Agricultural sector, Grenada's four major export crops had shown good 
production increases during the period under review, the Prime Minister said, 
The Banana and Cocoa Industries had both increased by about 9%, he said, while, 
in the Nutmeg industry, nutmegs and mace had increased by 29% and 49.6% re- 
spectively. 
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However, cocoa'’s relative good production level was against a very low level 
in 1986", he said, "and, more importantly, a declining trend in export price. 


On the other hand, average export prices for banana, nutmeg and mace have been 
trending upwards", 


GOVERNMENTS FINANCES 
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1986 «6| 1987 

Lecurrent 

Pevenue (Million $}...]............. EC$ 45.6 
ecurrent | 
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Nutmeg, mace and banana, Mr Blaize said, had been main contributors to a sig- 
nificant increase of nearly 20% in total exports when the January to June 1987 
figures are compared with the same period last year, In 1986, he said, total 
exports in the first six months had been EC$37 million and, for the correspond- 
ing period in the current year, this figure had moved up to EC$44.1 million, 


Banana exports, he said, had gone up by 16% while export figures for nutmegs 
and mace had increased by 79.33% and 28.4% respectively, 


As far as total imports are concerned, Mr Blaize said, the January to June 


1987 figures show an increase of only 4.9% over the 1986 corresponding period, 
the actual figures being EC$101 million in 1986 and EC$107 million in 1987, 
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Agriculture 
January - June 1987 

Increase Over January - June 1986 
Banana production 90 % 
Cocos production 9.0 % 
Nuunes production 29.0 % 
Mace production 49.6 % 
Mather Agricultural crops production 5.0 % 
Liutmeg exports 79.3 % 
Mace exports 28.4 % 
Banana Ixports 16.0 % 
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"The contribution of Tourism to the economy is reflected in increased activity 
generated within a number of sectors", the Prime Minister said, "particularly 
hotels and restaurants, and transport and communication." 


The former recorded a growth of 2.7% and the latter a growth of 8.1%, he said. 


Quoting the "physical movements" in the Tourist Trade, Mr Blaize said there had 
been 96,736 visitor arrivals during the first half year as compared with 87,422 
for the corresponding period in 1986, an increase of 10.6%. Stay-over visitors 
increased by 2,7% from 25,347 to 26,030 and 38 more cruise liners visited than 
in 1986, raising the cruise liner passenger total by 15.5% from 59.775 to 
69,015. 


Estimate 


The estimate of money spent by visitors during the January to June period is 
EC$33.9 million, he said, an increase of 4,1% over the corresponding period 
last year, 


"The building boom which started in 1985 reached such a high level in 1986 that 
many believed it had reached its peak and would start declining in 1987", Mr 
Blaize said, "However, from what can be observed to date, it seems that 1987 
could be as good or even better than 1986", 


Construction activity, he said, is measured by the index of building material 
sales, and these had increased by 15.6% over the figure of EC$6.6 million for 
the first half year of 1986. This growth, he said, had been achieved although 
some investors and homeowners have been importing directly for their construc- 
tion, 


During the first six months of 1987, buidling permits granted by the Land De- 
velopment Control Authority increased by 30.5% from 190 to 248 as compared with 
the corresponding period last year, the Prime Minister said, and indications 
are that this sector will achieve, by December 3lst, the level of activity ex- 
perienced in 1986, 
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Approximately 73.4% of the building permits were granted for residential 
construction, he said, 23% for commercial and the remaining 3.6% for other 
types of construction, 


Drought 


The Prime Minister said that, last year, the production of electricity and 
water grew by 13% and, for the first half cf 1987, growth had been 10.62%. 

This year, however, while electricity production had grown by 19.2% production 
of water had fallen by 13.8% as a result of severe drought. 


Retail sales, Mr Blaize said, recorded an increase of 4.0% over the period 
under review as compared with the EC$29.5 million recorded during the corres- 
ponding period last year, and the liquidity of commercial banks rose by 6.9% 
from the EC$229.5 million figure recorded at 3lst December last. 





TOURIST. INDUSTRY 


——_ 


JANUARY - JUNE 





1986 1987 
Total tourist arrivals 87.422 96.736 
Stay-over visitors 25.347 26,030 
Cruise ship visitors 59.775 69.015 
Cruise ship anvivals 122 160 


Estimated Jourtst 
Expenditure (Million $) EC$32.6 EC$33.9 











"There was a net increase of EC$14,3 million in the Public Debt over the posi- 
tion at 3lst December 1986", he said, “Domestic Debt accounting for EC$12 
million sf this sum", 


The Prime Minister gave the figure of EC$219,383,119 as the Public Debt at 
30th June 1987, 44.3% or EC$97,959,889 being Domestic Debt and 55.7% or 
EC$121,4423,213 being External Debt, 


Magnitude 


The Prime Minister pointed out that the magnitude of the Domestic debt is under- 
stated by the figures given because Government's overdraft facility is not re- 
flected in those figures and this facility reached EC$7.3 million at June 30th. 


The increase in External debt is explained by the disbursement, during the 
period of some loans amounting to some EC$6.4 million, Mr Blaize said. Ad- 
ditionally, Government has assumed responsibility for the Agricultural Devel- 
opment (Model Farm) loan, of which EC$1.7 has been disbursed. 


He said also that External Debt obligations have been affected significantly 


by revaluation of the Special Drawing Rights, as well as by movements of other 
currencies, especially the pound sterling, 
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Debt repayments over the first half of 1987 absorbed approximately 25% of 
revenue, Mr Blaize said, and 8.2% of Foreign Exchange earnings. 


The Prime Minister listed the major spending sectors in the Public Investment 
Programme (PIP) as Agriculture, Infrastructure, Health, Education and Industry. 
These sectors had absorbed EC$9.15 million and another EC$6.96 million had 
been spent on other sectors in the Programme, 


Apart from Phase 3 of the Eastern Main Road, (the connection between Grenville 
and Sauteurs), no new major projects were started under the PIP between Janu- 
ary and June, Mr Blaize said but, in the second half of the year several major 


projects will commence, 
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These include Phase 2 of the Western Main Road, the Insitute for Further FEdu- 
cation, the Hillsborough (Carriacou) Secondary School, the Technical & Vocation- 
al Project, the Central Refrigeration Project for Artisinal Fisheries and St 


Georges Sewer Outfall. 
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Satisfied 


"Government is satisfied with the general thrust of its ecunomic and fiscal 
policies, which were recently endorsed by World Bank experts", the Prime 
Minister said. "However, they expressed the view that the Government needed 
to exercise expenditure restraint and close the unfinanced fiscal gap in the 
public finances", 
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PRC GRANTS INTEREST -FREE LOAN OF $3.5 MILLION 


32980025a St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 15 Aug 87 p 1 


[Text] 
akan’: aoe p September 30, 1992. Jones said, “set the money in such arcas as 
THE q PEOP LE S There will then be a seal on the relationship farm equipment, such as 
Republic of China — moratorium of 5 years with China" and “prized tractors; farm road 
will loan Grenada before the first of ten open the door of assis- ¢quUipment, factory 


five million Chi- 
nese Yen on what 
Foreign Affairs 
and Agriculture 
Minister Ben 
Jones described as 
the most conces- 
sionary terms Gre- 
nada has ever got- 
tow on a loan. 

The Joan will be 
interest free and can be 


drawn down between 
October 1, 1987 and 
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annual instalments be- 
comes due on October 
1, 1992 and the last on 
October 1, 2007. 
Jones and Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Wu 
Xucgian, signed the 
agreement on July 16, 
while he was heading a 
five man delcgation on 
an official visit to 
China. The delegation 
left Grenada on July 11 
and returned on July 
20, after a visit which 


tance.” 


The Minister told 
newsmen in a press 
conference on Wednes- 
day, that he was 
informed that the E.C.; 
equivalent of the loan 
was approximatcly $3 
1/2 million and that 
sub. agrecments will 
have to be made on 
how the moncy will be 
spent. He said that he 
would like to spend the 


shells at Pearls and 
renovation of Court 
houses throughout the 
island. 


Two experts and an 
interpreter are expected 
to arrive - hopefully 
before the end of the 
year. It is also planned 
that poles for the rural 
electrification pro- 
gramme will also be 
purchased from that 
money. 
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CANADA ENDS COCOA INDUSTRY AID; MERGER PLAN OFFERED 


32980025c St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 19 Sep 87 pp 1, 16 

[Text ] 
FRIDAY 18 merger to be elfected, Noel flew to Toronto to _—‘farmers and the industry 
THE CRUICKSHANK 4nd giving warnings hold discussion with will be served. 
COMMITTEE was that they would officials there in an This Grenadian 


expected to complete 
its work today in an 
effort to save the cocoa 
industry in Grenada. 
The respected Cocoa 
Agronomist was 
borrowed by govern- 
ment from the 


withdraw from the $20 
million project, CIDA, 
the Canadian Inter- 
national Development 
Agency, _— notified 
government last month 
that they would not 
continue to fund the 


appeal for a resumption 
of refunding. He was 
given a sympathetic 
hearing and even 
succeeded in geiting 
CIDA to send as a 
special advice at the 
meeting Mr. Peter Fehr, 


Vocie reporter visited 
the Communications 
Centre of the Chamber 
of Commerce in Tempe, 
where the meeting was 
being held, to take a 
photograph of the 
committee in session. 


Caribbean Development project. the project adviser who But Deputy Chairman 
Bank to lead the The government had been withdrawn Of the Cocoa Board, 
committee to work out which had been from Grenada at the end Clarence Ferguson, who 


a plan for integrity the 
Cocoa Rehabilitation 
Project and the Grenada 
Cocoa Association. The 
committee comprises 


permitting the Cocoa 
Board to drag its feet in 
the matter was suddenly 
galvanised into action. 
They appointed the 
Cruickshank Committee 


of July. But CIDA 
would wait and sce what 
came out of the 
meeting. 


Chairman Arnold 


had been accused by the 
Voice of being one of 
three persons _ in- 
fluencing the Cocoa 
Board to reject the 
immediately 


representatives from . , merger, 

the two organisations, and ordered it to sneet Cruickshank told rose from his chair to 
the Ministry of by September 14 and Grenadian Voice on be excluded from the 
Agriculture and repre- submit a report with a Tuesday the meeting picture. Chairman 
sentatives of a special plan of action by was proceeding with a Cuthbert Hosten 


pest control committee. 

After waiting for 
more than a year for 
the recommended 
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October 2. 
Meanwhile 

Technical 

(Agriculture), 


Chief 
Officer 
Denis 
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frank exchange of 
views and it was hoped 
that in the end the best 
interests of cocoa 


another of the three 
kept his seat and when 
asked teasingly whethcr 
he was still continuing 
to give trouble he 
replied "I am_ not 
giving any trouble, I 
have been’ mis- 
chievously accused,” 
Latest reports from 
the meeting on 


Thursday were that 
good progress was 
being made and final 
agrecment on a 
procedure should be 
reached by today. It is 
believed that Canada 
will send down a team 
of consultants to 
discuss the report when 
it is complete. 





MORMONS EXPELLED AMID ALLUSIONS TO ‘RACIAL OVERTONES’ 


GRENADA 
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{Text } 
FRIDAY Jt - ALL 


of the 10 foreigners 
working with the 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints 
(Mormons) should be 
out of Grenada by 
today. 

Four of them left 
on a 5 p.m flight out 
from the Point Salines 
International Airport 
on Wednesday, while 
the six others were 
given up to today to 
pack their bags and 
leave. It is understood, 
however, that = an 
official from the Mor- 
mons’ regional headq- 
varters in Barbados will 
be visiting Grenada 
soon to have talks with 
the Prime Minister on 
the matter. 

Nine of the ten 
elders are citizens of 
the United States, while 
the other is a Shawn 
Iniss of Barbados. 

An official of the 
Department of Labour 
told Grenadian Voice 
that applications for 
work permits have been 
refused, and the acting 
Police Commissioner 
Gien Mignon was 
requested to take the 
necessary action. 

It was not 
immediately clear what 
will happen to the 
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Mormon _sect__siin 
Grenada. A number of 
people were converted 


to the faith and 
baptised in recent 
times. 


The controversial 
Mormons have been 
operating here’ in 
earnest since’ the 
beginning of the year. 

Relations between 
the Mormons and the 
authorities took a 
dramatic nose-dive on 


Tuesday during a. 


meeting the Labour 
Department called with 
four of the church's 
elders to discuss the 
work permit issue, as 
well as the apparent 
"racist overtones” of 
some of its teachings. 
The meeting ended 
abruptly after tempers 
on both sides flared, 
following banging of 
the tables by Elder 
Janet Trowbridge, in 
making a point. 
Senator Norton Noel, 
who is also the 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Labour and who was 
chairing the mecting, 
told Mrs. ‘lrowbridge, 
“if you were in front of 
the President of the 
United States, you 
would not have dared 
get on like this." He 
said; "I would tolerate 
no knocking of tables 
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and shouting. I have 
never had this type of 
behaviour. It is the 
same type of ‘Negroes 
shut up’ attitude we 
were talking about.” 

Mrs. Trowbridge 
immediately apolo- 
gised. But it was noted 
that this was the third 
time during the meeting 
she was causing offense 
and then apologising. 
At one poin: she had 
begun to sing at the 
meeting. A_ written 
apology was demanded 
by 4 p.m on Tuesday. 
Mrs. Trowbridge then 
broke into tears. 
Sobbing, she said; “I 
have a right to my 
feelings; and a right to 
apologise. J 
apologise.” 

Noel however 
brought the meeting to 
an end. Mrs. Trow- 
bridge had to be helped 
rut of the conference 
room by her husband, 
Elder Duaine E. Trow- 
bridge, with another 
member of the dcle- 
gation complaining 
over the manner the 
mecting Wu3 conducted. 
“They spoke for most 
of the time, and did not 
give us a chance,” he 
complained after the 
meeting. Mr. Nocl, for 
his part, said he was 
“utterly shocked" at the 


behaviour and the fact 
that the mecting had to 
be ended in that way. 
The apology was 
handed in to the Labour 
Department, by the 
Sects Legal Representa- 
tive, E.C. Wilkinson, 
by the set deadline on 
Tuesday. -However 
officials said what it 
did was add “insult to 
injury”. : 
"The letter was 
written on a plain sheet 
of paper, and what was 
in it only added insult 
to injury. We had no 
choice but to send it 
back,” an official said. 

The Mormon's 
delegation did not deny 
at the meeting that 
they were working and 
baptising people in 
Grenada without per- 
mits, but complained 
that the application 
process was taking 
very long. 

The government 
delegation headed hy 
Minister of State Felix 
Alexander accused the 
Mormons of racism, 
and quoted extensively 
from the’ church's 
prophet Brigham 
Young. They contended 
that this “racist 
tendency” is against 
the constitution of 
Grenada and the very 
way of life here. 








HOYTE AIRS CURRENT ISSUES AT PNC BIENNIAL CONGRESS 
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[Excerpts] 


PNC Concept of Socialism 


have to follow an ii- 
novative course; would 
have to bear the imprint 
an unmistakable Guyanese 
image; and would have to 
take’ account of the 
distinctive 


g 


fact which we cannot 
ignore concerns the 
religious aspect of our 


We salute the mein. 


events of the Christian, 
Hindu and Muslim 
calendars with equal 
reverence and treat them 
all as national holidays 


65 


we could not in im- 
plementing a socialist 


acknowledged, ; 
thet it has to interpret 
socialism, assess its 

fashion its 


approaches within the 
framework 
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usual perspicacity, he 
Clarified the matter for us 
as follows: 


We reject the orthodox: 
“communist dogma and’ 
system as being 
irrelevant and unsuited 
to out aspirations and 
needs .... We are not 
imprisoned by rigid and 
unrealistic dogma. Our 
only dogma is that 
Guyanese must maintain 
independent control of 
their own destinies. and 
be masters in thelr own 


country. 
These words are 
illuminating and 


authoritative; for the 
Founder-Leader was 
pointing out that in our, 


country, as indeed in every 
other country, objective: 
reality was the controlling 
factor. 

It is important, then, 
that we in the Party from 
time to time revisit this 
question of socialism and 
examine its possibilities in 
the present day context, 
lest our understanding 
become clouded, obr 
work unproductive, and 
our Party itself outmoded 
and irrelevenat. 

As our Founder-Leader 
noted, we are irresistibly’ 
constrained by objective 
reality, which not only 
delimits what is possible 
but also provides a clue to 


what is desirable. The 
fundamerttal reefty is that 
the Guyanese society has 
peculiar characteristics, not 
the least important of 
which is its social and 
cultural heterogeneity. 

_ This fact alone makes it 
impracticable!, ° and 
therefore undersirable, to 
attempt to impose a 


monolithic structure on our 
society. Thus, we in the 
Party accept .as basic 
doctrine that socialism 
cannot express itself in our 
country through a one 
party system or through 
any procedure of imposed: 
uniformity or or 
tation. 

That is why, teveviedianaly 
on our accession to 
Government in 1964, we 
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began putting in place 
policies and _ institutional 
arrangements to ac- 
commodate our cultural 
and religious diversity and 
our many shades of 
political opinion. 

kt ts therefore obvious, 
that itis no’. part of our 
Party's agenda to try to 
occupy the entire political 
space in the county, or to 

olise national fife; 
for this would be in- 
consistent with our views 
of freedom and _ the 
processes of democracy in 
our Guyanese milieu. 

Our record in this regard 
cannot be impugned; fer it 
Is we, as a Party, who 
worked diligently to ensure 
that our present Con- 
stitution -protected the 
right of citizens to form 
political parties; guaran- 
teed their right to freedom 
of conscience; and 


established the right of 


the public, private and co- 
operative sectors to 
function in our economy. 
In making provision for a 
multi-party system, for 


freedom of _ religious 


practice and fo, a tripartite 
economy, our Party ac- 
cepts such diversity as a 
source of so le 
dynamism end national 
strength; and our Con 
stitution enshrimes ®@ as a 
natural feature of our 
Guyanese way of Fe. 

Our circumstances in 
Guyana are unique, our 
method of _ socialist 
practice must of necessity 
reflect the peculiarities of 
these circumstances. It 
would be folly, therefore, 
for us to expect that there 
exists somewhere in the 
world a blueprint for action 
which we can unthinkingly 
appropriate and im- 
plement. . 

And it would be 
dangerous to .believe that 
we can transfer other 
people's experiences and 
structures to our country 
and so avoid the duty to 
think for ourselves and 
draw our own conclusions. 

Given our special 
national characteristics, we 
cannot escape the con- 
clusion that it would be 
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[Excerpt ] 


unrealistic to think of 
socialism in our country in 
terms of simply some 
formal political system or 
administrative structure. A 
more realistic and fruitful 
line of approach would be 
to think in terms of goats; 
this is basically how our 
own Party sees it. 

Indeed, the Constitution 
describes the supreme goal 
of the economic system as 
being “the fullest possible 
sstelection of the people's 
growing material, cultural 
and intellectual 
requirements.” 

tt accordingly enshrines 
a number of ecanomic 
‘rights which, it is en- 
visaged, every citizen 


Ideological Education 


One of the most im 
portant problems of 
ideological education in 
any country is un- 
derstanding or the lack of 
it among Party comrades. 
Most people who have 
read or had been taught 
anything about ideology 
find it easy to repeat or 
regurgitate merely what 
little they know. These 
tend eventually to become 
dogmatists. 

Now a dogma is an 
unproved assertion taken 
blindly on faith. And 
dognutism is typical of all 
systems of thought resting 
on outmoded, reactionary 
and obscure ideas that 
resist those that are new 
and viable. 

Any judgement or 
theory which may be c 
correct if taken un- 
dialectically, without 
regard to changing cir- 
cumstances and actual 
conditions can become a 
dogma. This is the kind of 
thing Party members must 
consistently avoid. This is 
not what socialist ideology 
is about. 

Marx and Engels 
constantly emphasised that 
‘‘our teaching is not a 
dogma, but a guide to 
action. 
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should enjoy; the right to 
education, housing, 
medical care, ileisure,, 
among others. , 
But the Constitution 
makes it clear that these 
are not rights in vecuo, to 
which wegare énfitied 
constitutional 


ription. They are 
which we have to 
achieve by disciplined and 
sustained work to develop 
our resources, expand oyr 
economy, and create the 
Inecessary wealth- for 
distribution. Thay 
represent the fruits of our 
ideology. in the firal 
analysis, it is by ttie fruits 
that the masses will judge 
of the worth of the theory. 


Our circumstances in 
Guyana are unique; our 
method of socialist 
practice must of necessity 
reflect the peculiarities of 
these circumstances. It 
would be folly, therefore, 
for us to expect that there 
exists somewhere a 
blueprint for action which 
we can unthinkingly ap- 
propriate and implement. 
And it would be dangerous 
to believe that we can 
transfer other people's 
experiences and structures 
to our country and so 
avoid the duty to think for 
ourselves and draw our 
own conclusions,’’ the 
Comrade Leader told the 
Seventh Biennial 
Congress. 

Indeed if we avoided 
that duty, then we would 
have ceased to be 
colonials in name only. 
Independence is_ not 
merely the outward 


symbols of a national flag, 
emblem and anthem, but 
the important, inward 
charactenstic of thinking 
for ourselves and acting in 
accordance with ideas we 
have formulated and 
conclusions we have 
drawn about the problems 
that confront us. 

No political activist can 
formulate any ideas of his 
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own or draw any in- 
dependent’ conclusions 
who does not understand 
the ideolcgy of his Party 
and its importance for the 
development and progress 
of a nation. 


A sound knowedge of 
ideology gives us a sense 
of purpose and clear 
direction for our efforts in 
all spheres. We would be 
better able to adapt 


ourselves to changing and: 


unforeseen circumstarices 
and new conditions as 
they arise. In other words 
ideology, if it is well taught 
and correctly understood, 
will genable us to deal 
intelligently and effectively 
with any new development 
or situation, however 


Role of Trade Unions 


There is a particular 
class of institutions that has 
a unique Opportunity to play 
a large and rewarding role 
in the creation of ap- 
propriate conditions for 
investment and 
development. 1 am 
referring to the trade 
unions. A large number of 
trade unions are affiliated 
to our Party and, because 
of their high political 
consciousness, they can 
reaclily understand - the 
importance of this issue to 
the welfare of the worker 
and the progress of our 
country. 

Investment is attracted 
by, and development 
thrives in, conditions of 
political and _ industrial 
stability. Trade unions, 
then, have a_ vested in- 
terest in maintaining these 
conditions as the best 
means of promoting and 
safeguarding the workers’ 
interests. ‘Without in any 
Way abdicating their 
responsibility to the 


‘workers, they must ensure 


that production is not 
unnecessarily disrupted, 
that workers maintain high 
levels of output and ef- 
ficiency, and that we 
Guyanese project an image 
of a_ serious people, 
seriously bent on 
development. 
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initially difficult or 
daunting. 

To change the world for 
the better is the task of all 
true socialists. In bringing 
about _ this change, 
ideological education has a 
pivotal role to play. On this 
point the Cony Leader 
was clear and emphatic: 
**...Our business is not just 
to explain things,”’ he 
declared, “but to change 
them for the better. The 
elaboration of theory is 
only worthwhile if we can 
link it to the practical work 
of the Party, relate it 
sensibly to objective 
realities in our country, 
and use it as a tool to 
advance the material and 
cultural needs of our 
citizens.” (WHS) 


But, additionally, they 
can and ought to play a 
major role, not merely in 
helping to create an ap- 


propriate investment 
climate, but in identifying 
the opportunities for at- 
tracting capital, 
technology, expertise, and 
other developmental 
resources. 


The possibilities for rapid 
development in our 
country will depend 
Gritically upon how well, 
and with what diligence, 
we seek out the op- 
portunities that exist in our 
country. 

The impending accord 
on the Caricom Enterprise 


Regime ahd the Protocol 
on é - industrial 
Programming; and the 
agreements that are being 
negotiated or signed, and 
the upsurge of activity . in 
the areas of petroleum, 
gold, forestry and fishing 
— all these, for example , 
are indicative of a trend 
that will create wider . 
opportunities for further 
development. But we will 
'have to identify and seize 
the opportunities. 


Who other than the 
representatives of the 
workers, is in a better 
position to contribute 
‘ideas, to suggest in- 
novations, to fire the 
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imagination of en- 
trepreneurs and imbue 
them with an enthusiasm 
and confidence to work in 
partnership with us 
towards development? 
Who is better placed to 
motivate workers to Work 
creatively and in a 
disciplined and sustained 
manner? Who is better 
placed to marshal the 
collective wisdom of our 
workers on whose direct 
efforts production 


depends? No one better 
than our trade union 
leaders. 

There is then ee) 
exciting and fulfilline. ork 
for our trade union leaders 
to do in quickening the 
process of development. 
fhey would require a keen 
understanding of our 
circumstances a sham 
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eye for identifying 
developmental op- 
portunities and a 
willingness to be partners 
in development with 


domestic and - foreign 
investors. 

Their involvement in this 
task would expand 
enormousty the horizons of 
our trade unionists and 
present them with 
necessary and|worthwhi 
chailenge. 

Our Party members who 
7*e trade unionists must 
© an example in this new 
area of endeavour to 
promote the interests of 
their fellow-workers and, 
at the same time, those of 
the country. We must 
assign a special respon- 
sibility to our affiliated 
trade unions in this new 
phase of development. 





NEW FACES IN PNC'S CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Results of Election 
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{Text ] 


Four new ftacscs are| 
among the nembers ‘of the’ 
newly elected Central 
Executive Committee of 
the People’s National 
Congress. The Centrai 
Executive Committee is 
elected at the Biennial 
Congress and is_ the 
executive arm of the Party. 

The new faces are Cdes 
Winston Murray, Lloyd 
Roopchand, Faith “ee 
and Muntaz Majeed. Cde 
YVOVNE HHartavood Benn an 
appointed member on the 
former executive is now an 
elected member. 

Among the members of 
the previous Central 
Executive Committee Cde 
Hyacinth Godett retired 
from oftice, Cde James 
Bovell-Drakes and Cde 
Harun Rashid did not 
contest the elections. 
Earlier, the Comrade 
Leader was re-elected 
unopposed. 

Twenty-nine persons 
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contested the elections 
this year. Those elected 
are Cdes Hamilton Green, 
Viola Bumham, Mohamed 
Shahabuddeen, Haslyn 
Parris, Gowlarran Sharma, 
Seeram Prashed, Winston 
Murray, Lloyd Roop- 
chand, Richard Van West- 
* .Charles, Robert Corbin, 
Muntaz Majeed, Faith 
Harding, Robert Williams, 
Urmia Johnson, and 
Yvonne Harewood-Benn. 
Cde Ranji Chandisingh has 
been re-appointed Deputy 
Leader and General 
Secretary of the Party. 
Cde. Urnia Johnson has 
also been re-appointed 
Assistant General 


Secretary. . 

In keeping with the 
Party Constitution the 
Comrade Leader will 


-assign other 


and may make further 
appointments to the 
Central Executive Com. 
mittee. 
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Details of Vote Count 
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Hamilion Green has emei ged 
the single most popular PNC 
Jeader when voting took place 
Past week for a 1% member Fxe- 
eutive Commitee of the ruling 
People’s National Congress. Fe 
enme out of the elections with 
721 votes in the halinting which 
provoked mixed feelings among 
party ‘comrades’. 

The wife of the Iate 
President Burnhar Viola, 
who is head of th= party's 
women-arm, trailed behind 
with only 868 votes — com- 
ing in at no 7. Son-in-Law Van- 
West Charlon fered a little bet- 
ter ay No. 6 with 567 votes. 

The pro-Burnhamites Salle- 
buddin a former Finance Min- 
feter, and former Education Min. 
ister Maleolm Parria were de- 
Peated, having secured 187 and 
136 votes respectively . 

A blager surprise was the tally 
gf Dr. Mohamed Shahabuddeen, 
the legal hra'n of che party who 
fe Altorney General and Minister 
ef Justice as well as the Chair- 
ran of the PNC's Caneral Coun- 
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ell. He secured the 12th position 
with only 462 votes. He was 
beatcn by new-comer Faith Hard. 
ing (598), Mayor Robert William: 
(659), Robeet Corbin (659), 
Urmia Johnson (679), Yvonne 
Renn (628), Winston Murray 
(544) and even Muntaz Majeed 
(518), 

The Attormey General brrely 
scraped ahead of the ‘dark 
horeo’ 'n the race, Lloyd Roop- 
chand, an economis; at the State 
Planning Sceretariat who is pro- 
bably the latest recruit im the 
party. 

Old ‘feithfuls’, Seeram Fra- 
shed and Gowkarran Sharma 
trviled at Nos. 14 and 16 respec- 
tively. 

The PNCs Executive line-up 
has no Amerindian representa- 
tion slthough party propaganda 
has steted that Amerindian: 
were fully represented at con. 
grees. Many Amerindians have 
since heen stranded in Georgc- 
town waiting flight to interior 
locations a full week after the 
event. 





PARTIES DENY REPORT OF PPP-WPA ‘LEFT FRONT' ALLIANCE 
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A Freedom House spokesman 
fiercely critic’sed the vovern 
ment media for attributing a 
statement to Dr. Cheddi Jagan 
tha, the PPP and WPA have 
agreed to form a “lef: front”. 

The PPP, the spokesman sald, 
has made no statement nor has 
piven no information to the 
media on the matter of arree- 
men: ona left front. [Te added 
tha, Chrontcle and rad'o renorte 
were whollv fabricated and be- 
traved shades of a colonial 
policy of divide and rile. 

It ts public knowledge chat the 
PrP hed taken a decision at its 
19RS party Congress tn favour 
of two fronts — a broad dewo- 
cratic frone and a left frone. 

After the 198% rigged elec 
tions the broad-based = non- 
electoral front, the Patriotic Coa- 
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lition for Democracy (PCD) 
constituted. It is underst 
that independently the PPP hag 
also been pursuing efforts ¢o 
establish a left front in keeping 
with the “two-frone” Congress 
decision. 


The WPA has also reacted 
sharply to the media repore, Ig 
acknowledged that the WPA 
has received a left front propo. 
sal from the PPP for considera. 
tion — “noy for the firs: time 
in our long history of opera 
tion” ; 

It said that the PPP’s proposal 
was the most recent cf propo- 
sals received by the WPA from 
other parties for consideration 
of the best means of helping che 


people to win back democracy 
in Guvana see 
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PPP ORGAN REPORTS DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING TUC 


Concern Over Rules 
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Disagreements withn the ta- 
bone mevemen{ over rules gov- 
erning the Trades Unien Con- 
tess may prove to be n secm- 
fealy a@nsurimotntahie obstacle 
go (Re smocth running of (he up- 
eomirg TUC delegaics evrfer- 
ence sthedulcd to he held in 
September. 

Loug standirg objections to 
eerjain rules resulted in various 
wnions unsuccessfully tabling 
Motions to Conferences to cor- 
rec{ the sijuatior. Last year, the 
Movement seem to have gotten 
pe the point of dcaling with the 

seq involved when the 33rd 
e@onference pasad a decision to 
bold a special meeting to look 
@f amendments to the cules. 

The conference. however. was 
fever beld. Labour sources said 
the mecting was to be held in 
the fire quarter of 1987, when 
TUCO President George Danels 
Wes supposed to present @ paper 
@s the basis for discussion en the 
Relevant issues. 

At least one TIC Executive 
Mecthber, Albert Rudhno, who fg 
wiso President of the Guyana 
Agricultural avd General Work. 
ere’ Union, reminded the TUC 
fm @ Potter enrlicr this veer about 
the Pecision to held the Confer- 


ence on amendments to the rules. 
GAWU ig among the unions 
which have been pressing for 
changes. The TUC leadershup it 
ecems, has forgotten the Confer- 
ence decison. 

The failure of the TUC to sct- 
tle disputes arising out of the 
rules has led to internal conflicts 
within the movement and on 
several occasiong astalled con- 
ference procecdings. Also, as a 
result some unions took court 
actions. 

Several affiliates repiccenting 
the bulk of organised lehour are 
contending that present rules 
are filled with toophcles which 
allow outside interferences by 
forces which want to control the 
labour movement for political 
ends. Questions as to affiliation 
requirements, afe outstanding. 
This has led to several small 
unions registering as affiliates 
and within the present rules 
have reprecentation within the 
structure which far outweighs 
their acqual strength. The big- 
gcr iniors are at a disadvantace. 

Some unions want voting on 
Cer(ain issues to be done by secret 
ballot. Others are advocating 
changes to what now constitutes 
a quorum. Voting by show of 
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hande @ conferences hee led  . 
later Gigetimination aud herase- 
ment of those who side with the 
workers, but who are within 
unions controlled by the FNC. 

A leading labour spokesman 
said, the crux of the matter 
relating to changes in the rules 
is to put the labcur movement 
on a democratic fo-:dation. He 
disclosed that pre PNC  foress 
@fe currently atiempting to toke 
advantage of the present undemo- 
cratic rules to register another 
small union. 

‘If this happens, it will only 
worsen the present tense sifua-, 
tion in the TUC and will no 
doubt serve to deflect the move-' 
ment from dealing with the 
many crucial issues facing work- 
ers In ali parts of the country’. 
sald the anckesman. 

It fs alsn understood that con- 
trary to practice the TUC has 
not Convered any mectings of the 
General Council which ts sup- 
posed to decal with many ottt- 
standing issues. Sources say 
unionists had expected that the 
TUC leadership would have sum- 
moned a meeting of the General 
Council to deal with the wages 
issue earlier this year. But this 
never hannened. 
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Wien the Catiseeu Trinfes 
Unicn Consres (LUC meets 
tier chis moni at what ts sup- 
posed to he a represetutive 
membus’ confers7 se, the event 
te likely to be a ‘damp equib. 

Se :aid Komal Chand, Gence- 
gal Sicrejary of the country’s 
single most powerlul labour 
gtoup, the Guyana Agriculturel 
and General Workers’ Union 
(GAV-U). 

Labwr observers feel that the 
movement is likely to be pulled 
by ite tail by the ruling People's 
Natioral Congress whose unions 
hold 9 majority say in the Exc- 
eive Committee of the TUC. 

Pr sident George Daniels and 
Qenern) Secretary Joseph Polly- 
@ore tre not inclined to ge along 
with the PNC's ‘paramcunicy’ 
over the lahour§ moveiret. 
Dankis lost week chaired a 
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‘peace eaucus' of ;hs Executive, 
hoping te get the PNC-affiliated 
union lvaders, who hog the 
TUC's hierarchy, to agree te 
ground call for changes to the 
tules which have been «pr rating 
against most influential and 
numerically larger unions. 

Last week's caucus ended in 
a defen, for the TUC's leadership 
as the PNC union representatives 
refuscd to agree to a democratic 
fe-arrangement of the TUC to 
allow workers their right to free- 
ly choose a leadership of their 
own. 

President George Daniels has 
intimated that a motion from the 
floor to amend the archaic TUC 
rules could be anticipated. In 
fact, NAACIE, a sugat workers’ 
union, has already submitted 
such a mation. 

The TUC was to have held a 
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conferongg last year te setile 
the long-standing dispute over 
the cules which have permitted 
minoriy and mushrooming 
unions, most affiliated to the 
ruling party, to virtually kid- 
nap the labour organisation. 
Asked about this, GAWU's. 
President Albert Budhoo said 

the, the September Conference 
‘will be a show-dovn’, but 
agreed that nothing tavgible is 
likely to come out of the mzet- 
ing. 

GAWU has been paying a 
heavy purse to finance the ope- 
rations of the TUC, buy, when 
asked te comment about the 
union's tactics if the rules are: 
not amended at this confercnc>.| 
Budhoo said: ‘We make no oro.’ 
mise before hand. but I guarante- 


that we will fight for our mem- 
bers’, 
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The Central Committee of the 
Feopk’s Progressive Party met 
over the past weekend, and dis- 
cussed a wide range of issues 
pertaining to Guyana and to jhe 
acarch for world peace, nuclear 
diserma'aent and regional stabi- 
Jity. In a press release, the PIF 
said: 

The CC was heartened by the 
successful results. of the 2-day 
Summit Conference in Guate- 
mala of the 5 Central American 
Presidenis and supported — the 
Arias Plan. Memb:rs were cun- 
vinced that barring salynag.: by 
the US Administration, the 
Aras Pian can lead to a fitin 
and lasting peace in Central 
America. 

Support was also express2d for 
the Gandhi Initiative which has 
brough; about an amicxble solu- 
tion to the bloody civil war in 
Sri Lanka. The cease-fire in that 
country is holding, and the pro- 
vistons of the agreeinent between 
the Tamil separatists and the 
Jayawardene regime: are being 
implemented, 

The CC discussed the moves to 
wards political union in the 
Eastern Caribbean (OECS) and 
overall political and’ economie 
developments in the wider 
Caribbean. In principle, the CC 
backs Caribbean integration, but 
stressed that the prcposed OECS 
unicn should be a matter for the 
people to decide, and should not 
be merely # tnion of political 
leaders. 

The economic crisz¢ in varus 
Caricom countrics were analysed, 
including the acute cris‘s in 
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Guyana and the PNC adm-nis- 


tration’s tactical meves towards 
closer relations With im:er:atism. 

On she question of tne taiks 
temg held between the PPP 
and the PNC fo vern- 
ment on the issue of vote 
countng and other elec:oral re- 
{ctues. a veport was reecived 
fvom the Party's 'wo represen 
taiv.s Who recently met with 
the governments two represene 
tal:ves. It was noted in the dis- 
cu;:sions in the CC that there is 
wide interest in ths Caribbean 
and further afield on the pro 
gress if any that thcse talks are 
mal:ing. The CC re asvrted the 
Party's preference for votes to be 
counted at the place of poll. 

The CC also received reports 
from a number of Party Sccre- 
taries. The ensuing discussion’: 
based on the reports centred on 
better ways and means of 
stvengthening the Party's links 
with the masses, expanding its 
membership. improving the qua. 
lity of its cadre, stepping up edu- 
eatjional work, reinforcing the 
information and publicity de 
partment, strengthening overs<ag 
fraternal links, and forging new 
bonds with domestic organ’s&- 
tions. 


Further, the CC had « searcly. 


ing look at the upcoming dele. 
fatcs conference of the Trades 
Union Congress and decided that 
the Farty shovld con’inue to 
press for an independent TUG 
and for cverdue changes tn the 
rules cf that institution towards 
democratisation. Also discussed 


were pending labour fegislation: 


nm yet tabled in Parliament and 
the prevailing industrial situa 
tien in the country. 
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[Text] 


GEORGETOWN, Guyaua,Sunday,(CANA)- 
Cinyana’s main o ition People’s Progressive 
Patty (VPP) yesterday called on government to table 
in Parliament an agreement with Venezuela facili- 
tating the exchange of Guyanese bauxite for Vene- 
7uelan oil. 

‘The Marxist-Leninist party made the cali in a 
statement in which it claimed government was not 
tclling Guyanese the truth regarding a prolonged fuel 
shortage facing the country. 

The statement referred to the “massive, un - 
dented qucues of vehicles and consumers’ evi i 
recent weeks as consumers went in search of fuel, 
and said if the government had considered the eco- 
nomy as being of prime concern, fuel would have 
been given top priority. 

“The loss of precious mandays to production 
through fuel s 
seriously calculated by government economists. 
Were this so, it will be seen to far outweigh the 
alleged ‘servings’ accruing from the conservation 
plan in terms of output volume of goods in GDP,” 
the PPP said. 

‘The statement also said it was significant that no 
official has been blamed for the fucl shortage. It 
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hortages has evidently never been — 
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PPP CALLS FOR DISCLOSURE OF BAUXITE PACT WITH VENEZUELA 


32980026b Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 21 Sep 87 p 5 


added: “..the _—— conclusion is that the 
foul-ups are not acci or coincidences but are 
signs of a deliberate import-cut policy being pursued 
by the government”. 

The Yuel problems began around the end of the first 
week of August, reportedly because of the prolonged 
delay in Curacao of two tankers bound for Guyana 


with fuel. 


President Desmond Hoyte and other senior gov- 
ernment officials said the situation was aggravated 
further by panic buying, unscrupulous gas station 
proprietors and irresponsible reporting by some sec- 
tions of the local Press. 

COMMERCIAL DEAL 


“The PPP, led by Dr Cheddi Jagan, said govern- 
ment's contention that the deal with Venezuela was 
commercial involving two firms, was being used as a 

text to prevent the tabling of the agreement in 
arliament. 
But the PPP said: “The Guyanese people have 4 
right to know what the PNC (ruling People’s Na- 
tional Congress) is doing in their name.” 
The statement called for the people to be told at 
what price the fuel is being bought from Venezuela 
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NEW PARTY CALLS FOR DIVISION OF COUNTRY ON RACIAL LINES 


32980015e Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 7 Sep 87 p 17 


[Text ] 


/13046 


GEORGETOWN, 
Sunday (CANA) — 
President Desmond 
Hoyte yesterday vi- 
sited the Corentyne 


area in Berbice, east-: 


ern Guyana, amidst 
reports of the forma- 
tion of a new politica! 
party there cailing 
for aé_é division of 


Guyana along racial. 


lines. 

According to the 
Guyana’ _— Broadcasting 
Corporation (GBC), 
Hoyte met and held dis- 
cussions with residents 
who complained about a 
shortage of kerosene, 
prolonged power outages, 
and the alleged seizing of 
their rice by the police. 

He also visited Port 
Mourant, which — the 
Marxist-Leninist 
People’s Progressive 
Party (PPP) claims is 
one of its strongholds. 

The GBC made no 
mention of the reported 
fo-mation of a new polit- 
ical party. 
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However, reports 
from Georgetown said 
the new party calling it- 
self the Berbice Progres- 
sive Party (BPP) last 
week pasted posters on 
bus sheds, telegraph 
poles and business places 


in the central Corentyne 


area. 
The party is said to 
be calling for a “new 
Guyana” where East In- 
dians and Amerindians 
can feel free and live 
prosperous lives under “a 
pe East Indian 
dership.” 


The BPP reportedly 
circulated a map suggest- 
ing that most of the East 
Berbice area together 
with the Rupununi dis- 
trict to the far south of’ 
the country bordering 


Brazil and where many 
Amerindians live should 
be set aside for the coun- 
try’s East Indians and 
Amerindians as a “per- 
manent solution to racial 
problems. . 
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NEW PARTY PROMPTS EXAMINATLON OF RACIAL SITUATION 
Comment on Berbice Group 
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[Article by Carl Blackman] 


[Text] 


IN the turbulent, 
traumatic sixties Eusi 
Kwayana a.k.a.. Sydney 
King called for the partition 
of Guyana. Last year when 
his words came back to 
haunt him and taunt him he 
vehemently explained that 
what he said (but was 
obviously not reported 
during all the intervening 
years) was that partition 
was the best solution if the 
leaders could not find a 
political solution. 

Now, to use the hoary 
phrase of the editorial 
writers, partition has 
reared its ugly head. A 

roup calling itself the 

erbice Progressive Party 

has plastered a few posters 
in the Corentyne area 
calling for a New Guyana 
where all East Indian, 
Amerindian and_ other 
“peace-loving people” can 
be free and prosperous. An 
accompanying map shows 
the New Guyana as stret- 
ching from Crabwood Creek 
to Mahaica roma, 
Georgetown and Linden an 
curving back to embrace 
the entire Rupununi. 

Who are the members of 
this BPP? Theirs identity 
is still a mystery. They just 
came out like ghouls at 
midnight, did their dirty 


work and crawled back 
under their slimy rocks 
until the next time. 

Say whatever else you 
wish about the PPP, Jagan 
is not so purblind to en- 
courage, much less promote 
such a doomed = and 
dangerous plan. And since 
Eusi Kwayana_ has 
maintained that partition 
should only be a last resort 
he should see hope in the 
Integrity Commission's 
report which has suggested 
measures to satisfy the 
opposition’s yearly clamour 
for “free and fair’’ elec- 
tions. 

So who are the promoters 
of this plan to partition? A 
friend of mine _ has 
suggested it is a ‘letterhead’ 
party — a party comprised 
of a few cranks and 

rofessional malcontents 

ent on_ blackening 
Guvana's image abroad and 
stirring up a little trouble at 
home. 

The full text of their 

sters was eagerly carried 

v Radio Antilles and 
CANA Radio giving the 
impression some 300,000 
Guyanese on the coastlands 
are ready to rise up to 
overthrow the ‘Police state’ 
while the Wapishianas, 
Patamonas and Wai Wais 
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are beating their war drums 
and working up steam to 
recover their ancestral 
lands. 

Several times during the 
past weeks I wished that the 
partition plan could be put 
on trial for a year and let 
the Berbice Progressives 
reaiise the bloody enormity 
of their plan based on 
arrogance. 

The Amerindians have 
only been drafted into their 
scheme for gegen. It 
is basically a ‘members 
only club’ — bring your 
checkbook and your hate. I 
wonder what will they do 
about douglahs? Perhaps, 
treat them as the South 
Africans _ treat their 
‘coloureds’ or make a few 
‘Honorary Progressives’ . 

I am too. sick in the 
stomach to repeat all the 
vile, wicked and divisive 
assertions in the poster. All 
I can say is that it can't 
work. We who survived the 
madness of the sixties say 
‘Never Again’. Bring a 
hundred observers and call 
a referendum and the result 
would be a resounding ‘‘No 
Partition’’. 

We may not have racial 
unity but we have more 
racial harmony than any 
Caribbean island facing the 
similar problems. 





Listen to a death an- 
nouncement any night and 
rou'll hear of the death of 

amsingh, father-in-law of 
Semple, uncle of James 
Chung and grandfather of 
Ingrid de Freitas, Indira 
Persaud, Rohan, William 
Fung, Nigel and twelve 
others. 

I feel tempted to repeat 
an old saying I learnt from 
the whiter than whites in 
Georgia, USA: ‘‘Don't 
shake your family tree too 
— a Negro might fall 
out’’. 

The Berbice Progressives 
should bear that in mind 
and also realise that few 
partitioned countries ever 
attain stability much less 
prosperity. Sri Lanka is a 
case in point. Before in- 
dependence it was a model 
country and legend had it 
that it was the Garden of 
Eden mentioned in the 
Bible. Then came _in- 
dependence and the tug-of- 
war began. The _ Sinalese 
saw the educated Tamils as 
a threat and Tamils per- 
ceived themselves as being 
oppressed and 
discriminated against. The 
inevitable bloodbath 
followed as the Tamils 
fought for more autonomy 
and eventual partition. 

The relations of our 
various ethnic groups are in 
some respects symbiotic — 


mutually beneficial in 
several respects. 

Partitioning would hardly 
lead to democracy, 
prosperity and industry in a 
WOSPeCrous * New Guyana. 
Nhat is more Itikely to 
happen is that when the 
wrenching logistics of 
artilion are over we will be 
eft with a New Haiti and a 
New Bangladesh. 

Surely, we do not deserve 
that fate. Despite our racial 
‘bad talk’, our talk about 
discrimination, oppression 
and domination, we dwell 
next to each other in 
reasonable harmony, we 
work side by side in offices 
with the minimum of 
friction and socialise with 
little thought of ‘race’. And 
then again, thereis~ no 
country, dictatorship or 
democracy, where racial or 
agg friction is not a fact of 
life. 

Who would want to divide 
us’? Only those bigots on 
either side who want all the 
power — economic and 
political and whatever else. 

But let us take this 
Berbice Progressive Party's 
plan a little further. I can 
see these cranks and cer- 
tifiable insane setting up 
Parliament in the’ Fort 
Canje Hospital. There would 
be a new president every 
year, with the Amerindians 
calling tor partition since 
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[Text] 


The Amerindian Human 
Rights Association has written 
to the Minister of Regional 
Development protesting against 
malpractices and abuses by 
ecoastlanders in Amerindian 
areas of the country. The 
Assocraticn ts demanding imme. 
diate remedial measures by the 
government to save the Amer. 
indian people. A rapid decline 
in moral standards has been 
noted. 
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they are oppressed and 
could never’ get the 
gree 

Although I'd give 10,000 to 
one odds that such a plan 
conceived in hate will be 
consumed in hate, I am 
worried sometimes even a 
little frightened by its 
sinister undertones. it 
comes just at the right 
time to make maximum 
mischief. The blackouts, 
gasolene problem, erratic 
telephones and _ water 
shortager are eroding a 
little of the _ will to fight 
-of even: hitherto invincible 
optimists. 

“We are looking for 
some sign within the next 
three months that there is 
still good reason to keep the 
faith. 

rhe Berbice Progressives 


. poster is clearly designed to 


cause some confusion, self- 
doubt and lowering of 


morale. It will fail. But 
even to try to foment 
racism, prejudice and 
bigotry is a crime against 
the Guyanese people who 
are groping their way to 
real unity. 

We have sv far been 
unable to lecate_ the 
members of the Berbice 
Progressive Party and the 
authors of that infamous 
poster. Whoever they are, 
may God have mercy on 
their twisted souls. 








Some of the points raised in the letter (copied to Mirror) are as follows: 
Over the years, there has been an increase in the selling ol alcohol in our 
areas. We are especially concerned about two coast landers owning discos 
and living in Moruca. They have no system whatsoever when conducting their 
business hours. Moreover, their entry to live here was at no time discussed 
with the people of this area. Now we are being faced with the sad plight of 
having to view the rapid decline of moral standards in our community. 


Some of the direct problems affecting us are: 


**One of the coastlanders brings his own labourers from Georgetown. These 
men are frequently seen molesting Amerindian girls. Some of these men are 
"living home" with the girls, without having consulted their parents or 
guardians. 


The majority of these men are married with several children, but while in the 
area, they get the girls pregnant. When they must return to their true wives 
they leave behind, three or four children for the girls and their parents to 
struggle with. 


**Businessmen allow youths under the age of eighteen to enter their premises. 
and sell to them intoxicating liquor. These youths would get drunk and 
commit offences. 


**Several persons have Videos in the area. They too abuse the time limits. 
The types of time limits. The types of films shown to children and the under 
eighteen age group are not in our opinion wholesome and educational. 


These problems are causing school attendances to decline very rapidly which 
is far from acceptable. 


**We are aware that asking the businessmen not to sell intoxicating liquor 
to youths would be futile. The people have therefore requested that an 
immediate and complete ban be placed on alcoholic drinks. 
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[Text ] 


Highlights of Report 


THE report of — the 
integrity Commission ‘ 


pointed by “President 
Desmond Hoyte about one 
year ago has been released 
to the public. The Com. 
mission comprised: retired 
Justice of Appeal Ronald 
Luckhoo, CCH; General 
Secretary of the are. 
Trades Union Congress 
Josaph Pollydore; Direc- 
tor’ Secretary of the New 
Building Society, acting 
Chairman of the Defence 
Bonds Committee, and a 
Director of Guyana National 
Newspapers Ltd, Jules De 
Cambra. 

This report, the first of its 
kind in: the history of 
Guyana, tekes a broad look 
at the affairs of this nation 
and has come to certain 
bold conclusions. It is a path; 
- ‘breaking: exercise, as 
President Hoyte observed 
when the commission 
handed in its report on June 
4, 1987. ‘’When the affairs 
of a nation are administered 
in @ manner that earns 
respect, trust, the con- 
fidence of every _ right- 
thinking member of society, 
one proudly holds the head 
high. 

That respect, that trust 
and confidence exist when 
public duties are discharged 
with honesty, impartiality, 
efficiency and courtesy. If 
any of these prerequisites 
for good ~*~ public ad- 


ministration is absent they, 
will be cause for concerm,” 
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stated the Commission 
report. 

The report 
“There have for sometime in 
Guyana been expressions of 
concern. Evidence given has 
disclosed rumblings of 
disquiet over the. .. state of 
corruption and lowering of 
moral standards in the 
public sector. These rum 
blings have grown louder 
with the passing of time.” 

The report notes that 


reached its ik when thd 
National Assembly 
discussed a 


brought 
by Mr Eusi Sodlonat the 
Working People's Alliance 
which, among, other things, 
stated that “in the context 
of the Government's ir- 
tention to accelerate foreign 
investment into Guyana and 
to. pursue a policy of 
economic dynamism as 
adopted by the National 
Assembly, this Assembly is 
of the opinion that Integrity 
Legislation, affecting Senior 
Government Officials, 
Members of the Govem- 
ment and all Members ol 
Parliament should be 
enacted without undue 
delay.” 

The report points out that 
it was against this 
background and in con- 
sideration of the Govern- 
men’s acceptance of the 
need in principle for integrity 
legislation stated by the 
Prime Minister in Parliament 





goes on:; 
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in 1996, that it was ap- 
pointed and convened. 


After hearing 9vidence: 


from various sources ‘the 
Commission has concluded 
that “‘Guyana needs a new 
moral vitality. A fresh flow 
of values must now be 
infused into the life-stream 
of society, revitalising its 
sinews. .._ Indiscipline, 
inattention, discourtesy, all 
symptoms of the malaise of 
inertia, fraud and other 
corrupt, immoral and 
dishonest acts - the 


cumulative effect of all 
these social ills, which are 
so nianifest in public sector 
bodies, seriously hinders 
progress. -There are many 
who serve the public with 
courtesy, with impartiality, 
with diligence, with honesty. 
But there are also many 
more who do not.” 

To assict in the process of 
purging Guyana’s public life 
of these undesirable features 
the Commission has made 
forty-five recommendations 
to the Government. Among 


others the following 
recommendations were 
made — 


‘The need for a code of 
conduct to be binding on 
all persons falling within 
these categories— the 
President, Cabinet 
Ministers and all other 
Ministers including’ 
Ministers of State, 
Secretary to the Cabinet, 
Parliamentary Secretaries, 
the Supreme Congress of 
Ure Peoples which shall 
consist of all members of 
the National Assembly 
and all members of the 
National Congress of 
Local Democratic 
Organs, {NCLDO) 
Members of the Regional 
Democratic Councils, 
Clerk of the National 
Assembly, Attorney- 
General if not a Member 
of the Cabinet\, Head of 


the Presidential 
Secretariat. Director of 
Protocol of the 


Presidential Secretariat, 
Chief of Protocol of the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Permanent 
Secretaries and Deputy 
Permanent Secretaries, 





Ombudsman, Director of 
Public Prosecutions, 
Solicitor General, Auditor 
General, Accountant 
General, Secretary to the 
Treasury, Commissioner 
of Police, Chief of Steff 

the Guyana Defenc 

Force, Director-General of 
the Guyana _ National 
Service, Commandant of 
the People’s Militia, 
Chairman of the Elections 
Commission, Members of 
the Judicial Service 
Commission, Members of 
the Public Service 
Commission, Members of 
the Police Service 
Commission, Members of 
the Teaching Service 
Commission, Members of 
the Public Service 
Commission, Heads of 
Missions, Govemor of the 
Bank of Guyana, 
Managing Directors and 
Managers of State-owned 
banks, Heads of all 
Goveminent Departments, 
Commissianer of Lands 
and Surveys, Com- 
missioner of the Geology 
and Mines Commission, 
Commissioner of Forests, 
Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue, Comptroller of 
Customs, Members of the 
Judiciary, Members of the 
Magistracy, Com- 
missioners of _ Title, 
Registrar of the Supreme 
Court, Registrar of Deeds, 
Public Trustee, Chief 
Executive Officer and 
Vice-President of Guyana 
State Corporation, 
Executive Chairmen, 
Managing Directors, 
General Managers and 
Heads of Departments of 
all Public ' * Corporations, 
and other bodies cor- 
porate and agencies in 
which the controlling' 
interest is vested in the 
State or in any agency on 
behalf of the State, the 
Chancellor and Vice- 
Chancellor of the 
University of Guyana, 
Registrar General, Mayors. 
Deputy Mayors, Town 
Clerks, and Members of 
the Integrity Commission. 

Public /office holder not to 
ask for or accept monry, 
Property: etc. aver and 








above that which he és 
entitled to.*’ 

@\ Public office holder not 
to commit acts of 
favouritism or nepotism” 
@ “Public office holder not 
to behave in a 

discrinynatory manner.” 
e’ Public officer holder not 
to accept gifts, benefits 
etc. save gifts, etc from 
relatives and personal 
friends. *’ 


-@”Public office holder not 


to put himself into™ 
position in which his 

private interests conflict 

with public duties.” 

© Public office holder not 

to allow pursuit of private 

interests to interfere with 

proper discharge of public 

duties.” 

e@'”Public office holder not 

to put himself in position 

to use official influence in 

support of scheme or 
furtherance of contract in 

regard to which he has an 

interest.“ 

e@ Public office holder not 


“to misuse official in- 


formation for personal 
benefit or gain.” 
@ “Public office holder not 
to engage in acts of 
sexual harassment.” 
e “Public office holder not 
to exploit position of 
authority for sexual 
Pen 

‘Public office holder to 
5 hs declaration of 
| income, assets and 
liabilities of himself. 
spouse end unmarried 
children under the age of 
eightsen years.’ 


© ‘Breach of the provisions 
of code of conduct to 
constitute mis-conduct.“’ 
®|"Provisions of code of 
conduct to be _ in- 
corporated in codes of 
conduct in public sector.” 
@/"The provisions of the 
¢ode of conduct and 
other . recommended 
provisions - should be 
legally enforceable against 
all persons falling within 
the categories of public 
office holders.” 

®. “Breaches of the 
provisions of the code of 
conduct should constitute 
offences punishable in a 
court of law with 
penalties appropriate to fit 
nature of offence com 
@’Ministry of Informetion 
Should keep public in- 
formed of role of office of 
Ombudsman.” 

®@ “independet body, 
Integrity Commission, to 
be established to ad- 
minister proposed in- 
tegrity legislation.” 
©All Ministers to be 
‘equired to resign all 
directorships held by 
them, except honorary 
directorships an 
directorships in con- 
nection with philan 
@ Government and ali 
politcal parties concemed 
should hold urgent ano 
constructive discussions 
with a view to agrening 
on other provisions for 
further reforms to bea 
made to ‘electoral 


CHRONICLE Comment 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 25 Aug 87 p 4 


[Editorial: 


[Text ] 


"Time for Decicive Action"] 


The report just issued by the Integrity Com 
mission appointed a year ago by President’ 
Hoyte touches the core of the problem which is. 
on thie lips of every Guyanese: The continuing 
and growing level of corruption in the Public! 
Sector. This question is topical in our society 
because the issue of corruption in some areas 
of national life has become woven into the 
fabric of the society and directly affects the 
daily lives of a significant segment if not all of 





/13046 





our people. The report of the .Comnission not 
only recognises the magnitude of the problem 
‘but indicates in its conciusién: that bold 
methods will be necessary to excise the cancer 
of corruption from our midst... 


Since the recommendations of the Commission 
were published in last Sunday's Chronicle we 
‘have received werm and hopeful reactions 
from some readers:- 


They see the work of the Comnissioners and 
the recommendations made as being admirable 
in themselves: the Commission has brought into 
the public domain whet wes whispered at 
cocktail parties and discussed in. hushed tones 


in other circles. Thig_ Guyanese version of 
“'glasnost’‘(opennes) by the Commission has the 
support of the Guyanese people. 


But there is some skepticism as to whether the 
necessary laws and rules will be promulgated 
with the required promptitude and efficiency to 
make a reality of the recommendations. We are 
constrained to publicise the observation of 
some prominent members of our society that 
this is not the first tirne that this kind of issue 
has been before the public and not the first 
time that action has been promised and, to all 
appearances, intended. 


Qur view is that the Goverment now has a 
unique opportunity to put an end to corruption, 
Most Guyanese would like to see this happen. 
More: most Guyanese understand that there 
are ugly features in pubdlic iife, including 
corruption , which are a detriment to current 
efforts to stimulate economic development. We 
believe that the convergence of these per- 
ceptions has placed an instrument in the hands | 
of the Government for quick and decisive 
action. We know it can be done. 





GUYANA 


DEVELOPMENT BANK REPORTS 1986 ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE 
32980026d Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 9 Sep 87 p 12B 
[Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) report: "Guyana Is Standing Still") 


[Text] THE MODEST economic recovery that began in 1984 slowed toa 


virtual standstill in 1986, as strong growth in agriculture was 
offset by declines in other major sectors. 

Large domestic and external imbalances continued to beset 
the economy. Weak foreign demand for bauxite, combined with. 
rising imports, eroded Guyana’s net foreign exchange earnings, 
so that,in the absence of significant capital inflows, external 
payments arrears widened even further. 

Increasing obligations to service the domestic debt and 
large transfers to the public enterprises swelled the deficit of the 
central government. Continued reliance on the banking system 
to finance this deficit imposed additional pressures on prices 
and on the balance of payments. The acute shortage of foreign 
exchange and imported goods on the official market led to con- 
tinued strength in the large underground economy. 

Real output in agriculture grew almost 6 per cent, sup- 
ported by a sharp increase in rice production, which expanded 7 
per cent because of increased plantings. Sugar output was sus- 
tained at almost 250 000 metric tons despite reduced acreage. 
The rationalisation measures and domestic price increases 
adopted over recent years contributed to improve finances in the 
sugar industry. Other crops and livestock production recorded a 
good performance. 

Bauxite mining contracted eight per cent as a result of soft 
world market conditions and supply constraints derived from 
the lack of spare parts and other imported inputs. Recorded gold 
production, on the other hand, increased 36 per cent in response 
to the Government’s price incentives, but was insufficient to 
offset the drop of bauxite. Manufacturing output, still hampered 
by foreign exchange shortages, declined three per cent. 

After significant improvement in 1985, the financial situa- 
t'on of the central government deteriorated in 1986. Although 
the current deficit improved as a result of substantial revenue 
increases derived from the “national development surtax” and 
import taxes, the overall deficit widened from 34 per cent of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 1985 to 40 per cent in 1986 as 
capital expenditures rose from 18 per cent to 28 per cent of GDP 
due to large transfers to public enterprises. 

Because of the increasing difficulty in obtaining foreign 
financing, this deficit was funded for the most part from domes- 
tic sources, through the issuance of treasury bonds and medium- 
term debentures to the banking system. 

Net domestic credit, im consequence, grew 16 per cent, mir- 
roring the rapid expansion of public sector borrowing, which 
accounted for 90 per cent of outstanding credit in 1986. Lending 
to the private sector grew at an even faster pace, apparently in 
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response to rising prices, including that for foreign exchange, in 
the underground economy. 

Official price statistics are no longer published owing to the 
unavailability of a large number of items at government- 
controlled prices and volatility of prices in the parallel market. 

The recorded external current account deficit widened from 
$97 million in 1985 to $115.6 million in 1986. Export sales 
contracted almost three per cent. 

Sugar and non-traditional export performance, however, 
partially compensated the drop in bauxite earnings. Sugar re- 
ceipts rose 13 per cent because of increased sales to the preferen- 
tial Eurepean Common Market (EEC), while non-traditional 
exports rese 14 per cent as substantial gold and shrimp sales 
were cleared through the official market. 

Rice export earnings stagnated despite increased volume 
resulting from a vigorous effort to sell in the EEC. At the same 
time, the value of recorded imports rose nearly six per cent, 
notwithstanding the steep reduction in oil imports. Most of the 
growth in imports in 1986 was related to higher public sector 
spending. 

Apart from small bilateral aid disbursements, no signifi- 
cant capital inflows were recorded in 1986. The overall balance 
of payment deficit, on an accrual basis, remained at an esti- 
mated $133 million. 

As in previous years, this deficit was financed by the accu- 
mulation of external payment arrears, which increased by $137 
million to an estimated $875 million, or about twice nominal 
GDP. In addition, as of December 31, 1986, Guyana’s medium 
and long-term external public debt amounted to $772 million or 
over three times merchandise exports. 

External lending to Guyana has been limited in recent 
vears, mainly because of the Government's inability to settle 
arrears, Actual debt service payments were reduced to only $21 
million or ten per cent of merchandise exports in 1986, but 
scheduled debt service payments are approximately four times 
larger. 

Economic policies 

In 1986, the authorities of Guyana pursued economic poli- 
cies aimed at arresting the financial and economic deterioration. 
Price and tariff measures were adopted to encourage the incor- 
poration of parallel market activities into the official economy. 
In September 1986, the implicit exchange rate for gold exports 
were adjusted by an increase in the domestic purchase price of 
gold, from G$ 6-14 per US dollar, while imports of goods and 
services financed under countertrade and bilateral agreements 
had implicit exchange rates that ranged from G$6-20 per US 
dollar. 

Measures to promote private sector investment were also 
adopted in 1986. International investors funded a major gold 
project which is expected to start producing in 1987. This and 
other gold projects would boost registered gold output more than 
four times by 1988. 

Some proposals to explore Guyana’s potential petroleum 
resources were submitted in 1986 and negotiations to explore 
anu develop an off-shore tract commenced in early 1987, Domes- 
vic investment in small and medium-scale projects in manufac- 
turing, rice, fisheries and non-bauxite mining was actively 
promoted during the year. 

The government of Guyana also intensified its efforts to 
rationalise operations in the main public enterprises. In the 
bauxite sector, the rehabilitation of plant and equipment was 
limited by shortages of foreign exchange. Improved managerial 
practices along with reduced costs helped the financial perform- 
ance of the Guyana Sugar Cerporation (GUYSUCO). 

The diversification efforts of GUYSUCO, aimed at reducing 
marginal sugar-cane land from 120 000 to 95 000 acres in 1987 
and et increasing productivity, showed promising results. In the 
rice sector, a price incentive mechanism established in 1984 
induced farmers to increase the area cultivated, but no signifi- 
cant improvement in yields and quality were achieved. 


86 











/9274 


in order to offset the loss of preferential treatment for 
Guyana rice in the CARICOM market, the government stimu- 
lated, via price increases, production of higher quality rice for 
the preferentia: SEC market. Self-sufficiency in food production 
generally was encouraged through price liberalisation mea- 
sures. 

Notwithstanding the above improvements, the financial 
situation of the public sector remains precarious and a major 
source of disequilibrium in the balance of payments. In order to 
deal with this problem, the government introduced a new pack- 
age of measures in January 1987. 

The policy initiatives outlined in the government's 1987 
Budget Speech addressed mainly the areas of public sector sav- 
ings, the exchange rate, export promotion and public debt man- 
agement. The measures deal with some of the monetary and 
financial problems largely ignored in past programmes, yet in 
large degree responsible for the depletion of international re- 
serves, accumulation of arrears and the emergence of the para- 
llel market. 

As of January 16, 1987, the Guyana authorities set a new 
official exchange rate at G$10 to the US dollar (previously 
G $4.30 to one dollar); established a relatively free foreign ex- 
change window at commercial banks; and kept special exchange 
rates for some merchandise exports, where a rapid supply re- 
sponse is expected. The removal of some administrative impedi- 
ments to imports will be implemented also. 


A reduction in the fiscal deficit would be achieved by 
streamlining public sector expenditures and stretching out re- 
payment of government obligations. Tax revenue is expected t» 
increase from strengthened economic activity anc greater pro- 
fitability of public corporations due to the devaluation. Concom- 
mitant with these measures, the government intends to reduce 
banking system financing of the public deficit, tighten domestic 
credit, restrain monetary aggregates, and achieve more effective 
resource allocation through the active use of interest rate policy. 

To minimise the negative impact of the foreign exchange 
correction on the standard of living, the government undertook 
an incomes policy (increased personal allowances, tax reduc- 
tions and other concessions) for vulnerable groups. Efforts are 
being made to restrain wage and other expenditure increases 
that could erode the fiscal benefits and export incentives derived 
from the currency adjustments. 


Outlook . 

As a result of the recently introduced economic adjustment 
programme, modest GUP growth is expected in 1987. Real GDP 
is projected to increase abcut three per cent on the strength of 
the continued expansion of rice production and the recovery of 
sugar and bauxite output. 

Improved milling capacity in rice together with more effi- 
cient factory performance in sugar, in tandem with increased 
acreages in rice and yield improvements in both, should contri- 
bute to strong growth in rice and sugar output. 

Despite depressed world market conditions, bauxite pro- 
duction is projected to advance modestly thanks to rehabilita- 
tion of existing plant, redeployment of the work force and strin- 
gent cost and quality controls. Non-tradition sectors, such as 
gold and shrimp, are expected to grow strongly because of the 
exchange rate adjustments. 

The overall deficit of the public sector is projected to decline 
sharply in line with the expected advance of public enterprises 
from operational deficit to surplus resu!ting from the devalua- 
tion and operational reforms. Largely as a result of an improve- 
ment in the current account, the overall balance of payments 
deficit is expected to decline. Because of substantial increases 
expected in traditional exports and the incorporation into the 
official market of some non-traditional exports, the trade deficit 
could decline almost one percentage pointofGDP. 

Over the medium term, economic prospects remain highly 
uncertain. In the absence of large external capital inflows to 
reduce payments errears and to support the government's 
adjustment programme, the best that can be expected is a mod- 
est economic expansion derived from minor plant and equip- 
ment rehabilitation, and from the rationalisation measures and 
financial improvement of public sector enterprises. 
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GUYANA 


SOUTH KOREAN MISSION DISCUSSES ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
32980015a Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Sep 87 p 1 


{Text ] A ten-meimber 





Office of the President, said. 


The Korean delegation 
wes led by His 
Chang Sun Sun. 
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CHRONICLE OFFICIAL IN DISPUTE WITH COLLEAGUES ON PAPER 


GUYANA 


32980026c Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Sep 87 p 14 


{Text ] 


GEORGETOWN, Sept 21, 
Cana— A SENIOR staffer 
at the state-owned Chroni- 
cle newspaper has ac- 
cused ius senior col- 
leagues at the newspaper 
™ not having a good 
enough grasp of the poli- 
cies of the Guyana = 
ermment and of often 
ilopting a “cavalier atti- 
tude” to the policy deci- 
sions of the government. 

The accusations were 
made in yesterday's issue 
ol the Sunday Chronicle in 
an article written by se- 
nior staffer, Ronald Aus- 
tin who, until recently was 
based at the Chronicle and 
who leaves Guyana 
shortly to take up a fellow- 
ship at the University 
Centre for International 
Studics, University of 
Pittsburgh. 

Austin, a one-time assis- 
tent political adviser to 
the late president Forbes 
Burnham and a former 
-_ , ee Se, at 

ry oreign 
Affairs, joined the staff of 
the Chronicle early last 
year on secondment from 
the foreign ministry and 
has been a source of con- 
troversy at the newspaper 
ever since. 
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Paper's Star 
PR +. to the Minister of 


Chronicle - was _consid- 
ered by many of his col- 
leagucs as no’ cing quite 
in harmony with the pi pom 
paper's structure Op- 
erations and he was often 
referred to as the star 

the state-owned paper. 


Mast,” Austin said that as 


a@ consequence of the cava- 
lier attitude of his col- 
Chronicle 
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Stirred Anger 


“It is difficult to a 





MONTSERRAT 


NEW FOUR-MAN CABINET NAMED BY CHIEF MINISTER 
32980027a Bridgetown CANA in English 1528 GMT 2 Sep 87 


[Text] Plymouth, 2 Sep (CANA)--Vernon Jeffers, a former press officer to the 
Montserrat Government, has been included in a four-member cabinet announced 
here last night. Jeffers will have responsibility for education, health, and 
community affairs, a portfolio last held by Annie Dyer Howe. who lost her seat 
in the 25 August general elections here, 


A government statement read over the state-owned ZGB radio said that the new 
legislators, along with the speaker of the new parliament, will be sworn into 
office on Thursday (tomorrow). 

According to the statement, Chief Minister John Osborne, whose People's Liber- 
ation Movement (PLM) was returned to power for a third consecutive term, will 
be responsible for finance and economic development, 

The full cabinet 


John Osborne--Chief minister and minister of finance and economic development. 


Benjamin Chalmers--Deputy chief minister and minister of communications and 
works, 


Noel Tuitt--Minister of agriculture, lands and housing. 

Vernon Jeffers—-Minister of education, health, and community services. 

Jeffers is one of two new legislators to be sworn in on Thursday, the other be- 
ing the leader of the National Development Party (NDP), Bertrand Osborne, who 
defeated Dyer Howe in the southern constituency. The NDP has since emerged as 
the main opposition party here, winning two of the seven seats at stake during 


the elections. 


The other opposition seat has gone to the older Progressive Democratic Party 
(PDP). 
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MONTSERRAT 


OSBORNE DISCUSSES INDEPENDENCE, COURTS RELIGIOUS LEADERS 
32980027b Bridgetown CANA in English 1903 GMT 4 Sep 87 


[Text] Plymouth, 4 Sep (CANA)--The leader of this British colony says he will 
seek public support for independence when "the time is ripe." Chief Minister 
John Osborne's comments came in a parliamentary address Thursday night when 
his newly elected government was sworn in. Osborne said that he would not 
push independence from Britain on the colony's 12,000 population. 


I would like to make it abundantly clear that I have absolutely no intention 
of seeking independence without prior preparation and consultation, he added. 
Consequently, when I feel that the time is ripe for so coing I will seek the 
approval of the electorate by way of a referendun. 


Osborne called for support from trade unions and other organisations in devel- 
oping the island. But he added: It must be clearly understood that I will not 
turn the cheek, be it church, union or individual. 


Osborne said government looked forward to working with the various religious 
bodies. His remarks were seen as an attempt to ease the friction between the 
government and the Christian Council over a controversy surrounding the expul- 
sion of an Anglican priest last year. 


I assure you that we will continue to work along with the various religious 
bodies and in turn look forward to co-operation and maturity from religious 
leaders, the chief minister said. 


Osborne said that in order for his government to fulfill its election pledges 
to the population it was important that there be co-operation at all levels. 


For instance, trade unioi\s and other associations must be prepared to co-oper- 
ate with the political directorate and so assist in the socio-political devel- 
opment of Montserrat; in like manner, the civil service must play a vital role 
in the system, he added, 


The government will therefore expect a professional approach to work so that 
together we would strive after excellence, he said. I am sure at this critical 


stage of our development there can be no place for clockwatchers and mediocrity, 
neither in the public nor private sectors. 
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NICARAGUA 


POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENTS 


[Editorial Report] The following items have been extracted from reports 
and other materials published in various issues of Spanish-language press 
in Nicaragua and elsewhere, as indicated. No. 2 of a series. 


PASTORA AWAITS 'GUARANTEES'--Eden Pastora stated that he is waiting for 
"guarantees" from the Nicaraguan Government before returning to that 
country. Pastora does not believe the government's amnesty decree 
applies to his case, and wants assurance of freedom of movement and 
speech after his return. While accusing the leadership of the Nicaraguan 
Resistance of being CIA agents, Pastora did not reject the possibility of 
running for the presidency in 1990. [Madrid DIARIO 16, 30 Sep 87 p 20] 


MANAGUA CITY STATISTICS--According to Carlos Carrion, head of the office 
of the presidency for Region 3, the present population of Managua City is 
811,800 (1,004,780 for the region). The annual population growth rate 1s 
7 percent. Fifty percent of the city's 188,000 housing units hold more 
than 7.6 persons. There are 110 health centers and 6 functioning 
hospitals in the region. Carrion cited a study of 20 "spontaneous 
settlements" 1n Managua, which showed that 70 percent of settlement 
inhabitants had lived in the city more than 20 years, and were therefore 
not | EY from the war zones. [Managua BARRICADA INTERNACIONAL 24 Sep 
87 pp 12-13 


RICE SHORTAGE SEEN FOR OCTOBER, NOVEMBER--Francisco Calderon of MIDINRA 
(Ministry of Agricultural-Livestock Development and Agrarian Reform] 
predicted that October and November will the months of greatest scarcity 
for rice, due to lower yields than expected for the summer harvest. 
Calderon foresaw an improvement of supply in December as a result of the 
winter harvest, although 2,200 fewer manzanas than originally stipulated 
will be planted. [Managua BARRICADA 8 Oct 87 p 2] 


SPANISH RICE DONATION--The Spanish Government made a new donation of &35 
metric tons of rice to Nicaragua. [Managua BARRICADA 3 Oct 87 p 4) 


UNAG'S NUNEZ ON PRIVATE ENTERPRISE--Naniel Nunez, president of UNAG 
[National Union of Farmers and Cattlemen] stated that private enterprise 
has been strengthened by the revolution. Nunez also praised the work of 
the 2,600 farm cooperatives, and defined the ruling concepts of UNAG as 
"anti-imperialism, Latin Americanism, Central Americanism, and 
Sandinism.'' [Managua BARRICADA 5 Oct 87 pp 1,5] 
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ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


SIMMONDS IN PARLIAMENT REVIEWS 1986 EXPENDITURES 


32980017a Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 22 Aug 87 pp 1, 12 


[Text] AM BL National Assembly of St. Kitts and 


Nevis on Tuesday of this week duly 
held the Legislative Sitting of which notice had 
been previously given. All five (5) Bills listed 
under Public Business on the Order Paper were 
introduced, read and passed into law. These 
Bills were shortly entitled (1) The Supplementary 
Appropriation (1986) Act 1987; (2) The Diocesan 
Synod of the North-Eastern Caribbean and Aruba 
Incorporation Act 1987; (3) The Marriage 
(Amendment) Act 1987; (4) The Adoption of 
Children (Amendment) Act 1987; (5) The Carriage 
by Air Act 1987. 


The first Bill was introduced by Prime Min- 
ister and Minister of Finance the Right Honour- 
able Dr. Kennedy Simmonds. The second, third 
and fourth Bills were moved by the Minister of 
Education, Health and Community Affairs the 
Honourable Sidney Morris, while the fifth Bill 
was introduced by the Minister of Communications, 
Works and Public Utilities the Honourable Ivor 
Stevens. 





As predicted by THE DEMOCRAT for weeks, the 
three-man Opposition Team was conspicuous by the 
contradictory presence of controversial Opposi- 
tion Senator Henry Browne who on 26th June 1987 
was the subject of a Press Release issued by 
the St. Kitts Labour Party. The Release dealt 
exclusively with Browne's resignation from the 
Executive of the Labour Party and also with his 
intention to resign from the National Assembly 
as a Senator. Browne, the Release said, felt 
unable to alter his decision, and so his resig- 
nation was accepted. 





Confirming widespread speculation that 
Browne would be forced into eating his words 
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in order to attempt to hide the fact that no one 
else in the Labour Party can be found to take 
Browne's place, Browne put in his appearance 
without any retraction or explanation or apology 
for his complete about-face. In a bid, there- 
fore, to divert attention from their embarrass- 
ment and confusion, the Opposition made a big 
show of quarrelling with the Government’s fully 
detailed and itemised supplementary appropria~ 
tion. 


The Opposition stance was a. elaborate and shal- 
low “red herring". It was Labour hypocrisy at its 
worst. Browne, who had short~sightedly resigned on 


account of his own Party's lack of leadership 
and lack of vision, inconsistently showed up and 
with blatant disregard for the public he had 
misled, arrogantly refused to offer any excuse 
for his presence, for which he will draw the sum 
of $1,000. Instead, Browne accused the Govern- 
ment of arrogance, lack of leadership, short- 
sightedness, lack of vision, greed, incompetence 
and blatant disregard for the people. 


Following upon Prime Minister Simmonds’ 
straightforward and sober introduction of the 
various Heads of Expenditure, the hollow and 
unconvincing presentations from the Opposition 
received the lashing that they deserved. Prime 
Minister Simmonds demonstrated clearly that the 
$9,836,771 which was being brought to account 
was spent, as provided in the Constitution, in 
the interest of the country. He mentioned speci- 
fically the sum of $2,475,000, and explained that 
the whole of that sum was appropriated to meet 
the cost of investment in the National Bank. The 
Prime Minister said that this investment was part 
and parcel of Government's role in saving the 
National Bank from the Opposition's plans to ruin 
the Bank in order to hijack the country. 





Prime Minister Simmonds also made reference 
to a sum of $5,316,625, which he said had been 
required to pay part of the compensation, inclu- 
sive of interest, agreed in respect of the Sugar 
Estate Lands unconstitutionally acquired by 
Labour without compensation. A third sum of 
$540,000 was spent by Government in partial 
repayment of a loan made in connection with the 
purchase by Government of the said Sugar Lands. 
These three items together amount to the sum of 
$8,331,625, or 854 of the whole amount hgought 
into account. It can be seen at a glance, said 
Prime Minister Simmonds, that this expenditure 
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shows the responsibility of the present Govern- 
ment as against the previous Administration. 


In all, the amount spent on Capital Expendi- 
ture, that is to say, on investment and long- 
term projects, «ounted to $8,519,006, or 87% of 
the whole amount brought to account. Added to 
this overview, Prime Minister Simmonds emphasised 
that the final figures for 1986 finances were 
$59,184,559 for Revenue versus $58,285,389 for 
Expenditure, which gave a surplus of $889,170. 
Having placed the Bill into its proper perspec- 
tive, Prime Minister Simmonds dismissed Opposi- 
tion charges of overspending, in the face of a 
large surplus. The fact of a surplus is obvious- 
ly evidence of undersper.ding, if anything. 











Prime Minister Simmonds also brushed aside 
Labour's criticism for coming late to Parliament 
‘with these figures. Labour, he said, never came 
‘into Parliament at all, where the supplemetary 
appropriations for several years are concerned. 
They have no moral authority for advancing such 
a criticism. Besides, their inadequate planning 
sticks out like a sore thumb as against this 
Government's programme of construction, training 
and investment to ensure that the variety of 
interest of our people is fully served. 


Equally persuasive and supportive contribu- 
tions came from the Hon. Richard Caines, and the 
Hon. Hugh Heyliger, who gave a comprehensive 
Statement on the implementation of the Govern- 
ment's programme of agricultural diversification. 


[A Bridgetown CANA dispatch from Basseterre at 1831 GMT 21 August 1987 also 
noted that "Opposition leader Charles Mills said several targets in the annual 
budget were unrealistic and figures submitted gave the appearance of a balanced 
or surplus budget. He added that serious efforts were not made to maintain the 
services within the amounts approved and urged government to act more respon- 
sibly and with less arrogance with the peopie's money."] 
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ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


DEMOCRAT SPECULATES ON LABOR PARTY LEADERSHIP CHANGES 


32380017b Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 4 Jul 87 p 12 


[Text ] 
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The news that Henry 
Browne, the Deputy 
Leader of the Labour 
Party has resigned 
from the Party Execu- 
tive and will resign 
as Senator on the 
Opposition side of 
the House of Repre- 
sentatives is still 
very much alive. 


The interest of 
the public continues 
to be aroused and so 
this story has now 
become a guessing game. 


The names of 
Labour's big wigs 
are being bandied 
about on every street 
corner, and where ever 


else people meet to 
pass the time. Some 
Say that the luxuriant 
growth of white beard 
on Edmund Lawrence face 
is a sure sign of his 
aspiration to be 
Labour's next Senator. 
some other name Sir 
Probyn Inniss, and get 
contradicted by others 
who quickly point out 
that this knighted 
gentleman could not 
see himself sitting 
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under Charles Mills in 
the House. Then there 
are other names too 
for Senator. 


What is most emphatic 
and universally accepted 
in the street corner 
discussions in that 
neither Lee Moore, nor 
St. John Payne, nor 
Bryant has a chance on 
the Opposition Bench 
in the House. What 
must be most painful 
to each of these is 
that this glorious 
opportunity is not for 
them. Lee Moore's 
ambition to strut into 
the house and pontifi- 
cate over the live 
broadeast was snufféd 
out by the first comer 
lady, the Hon. Constance 
Mitcham. Surely, this 
must be his nightmare. | 


So now let all else 
at Labour Headquarters 
ask Lee Moste, Payne 
and Bryant to be resign- 
ed tq their fate and 
stand aside, while the 
opinion poll at the 
street corners pick 
a new Labour Senator. 








ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


NEW NEVIS NATIONAL PARTY FORMED FROM MERGER OF 2 GROUPS 
32980028 Bridgetown CANA in English 2345 GMT 31 Aug 87 


(Text] Charlestown, Nevis, 31 Aug (CANA)--A new political party has been 
formed to contest forthcoming local and federal elections in St Kitts-Nevis 
according to a statement issued here, 


The new organisation, the Nevis National Party (NNP), is an alliance of two 
small groups on the island, 


The release was signed by the first and second secretary of the NNP, Andrea 
Procope and Desmond Herbert, leaders of the two groups which agreed to merge. 


The merger, the statement said, came about because both groups are in total 
accord on the issues and desirable policies urgently relevant for the economic 
and socio-political development of Nevis. 


The NNP constitution shall be ratified as soon as possible and practicable and 
the leadership chosen by secret ballot, 


The new party has invited patriots of the country to join it in building a 
model social, economic and political order where justice, prosperity, peace 
and concern for the brotherhood of man shall flourish in our land. 


The new group, taking cognisance of the fact that alliances sometimes flounder, 
has provided for such an eventuality. Should such an event occur, the release 
said, either party's leader shall have priority claim to their party's name be- 
fore the merger occurred. 


Local government elections in Nevis are constitutionally due next year, with 
federal elections in 1989, but opposition sources here are anticipating that 
government will call an early poll. 


The Nevis Reformation Party (NRP) controls the island administration and to- 
gether with the People's Action Movement (PAM) form the Government of St Kitts 
and Nevis, 
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ST CHRISTOPHER AND NEVIS 


SUGAR INDUSTRY HARVEST FIGURES FOR 1987 CROP REPORTED 


32980017c Basseterre THE DEMOCRAT in English 5 Sep 87 pp 1, 12 


[Excerpts] r y hs Thersdat of this week, sixty-seven 
4 al (6;) S.S.N.C. Master Cane-Cutters 
reectved cp o.ial ewards in a Ceremony to mark 


thei: eehievements during the harvesting of the 
i ', “oper Crop. 

the hervestineg of the 1987 Sugar Crop began 
cn Ath bebuuary and anded Ist Aurust. It was 





disrupted by disastrous weather conditions and 
plagued by 2 acute shortage of cutters. Over 
30,090 tans of cane chieh should have been 
harvested ware Leff in the fields as a result. 
Ji spite of thasre adverse circumstances, 


2''.7°5 tons of supar were produced, 


|Basseterre's THE LABOUR SPOKESMAN of 12 August, page 3, carries the following 
table, attributed to the St Kitts Sugar Manufacturing Corporation: ] 











CROP 1987 (FINAL ) 

During week . 

ended 1:8:87 Total to Date 
1, Tons of Cane Ground 8,287.52 258.659. 36 
2. Tons of Sugar Produced Tel Quel 454.37 24,495.11 
3. Tons of Sugar Produced 96 467.97 25,255.90 
4. Tons Cane Per Ton Sugar 17.7) 10.24 
5. Hours out of Cane 46.03 1,004.00 
6. Sugar Exported NIL 19,282.00 
7. Sugar Available for Shipment 721.35 2,863.91 
8. Local Sugar Bagged Brown “IL 1,200.20 
9. Local Sugar Bagged Straw NIL 1,149.00 
10, Local Sugar Delivered 25.00 824.25 
11, Local Sugar Available - 1,524.95 
12, Average Polarisation of Sugar 98.07 98.14 
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ST LUCIA 


GOVERNMENT ROLE IN AIR SHLPMENTS OF ARMS QUESTIONED 


32980029 Castries CRUSADER in English 5 Sep 87 p 2 


[Editorial] 


{Text ] 


the Activities of St. Lucia 
Airways in ferrying arms to Iran 
and Seuth Africa has brought on 
+ new wave of concern in 
iiagland recently. A Channel 
'our Television Feature entitled 
(i1E BANDUNG FILE did an 
ccpose® of the sheenanigans 
carrounding the illicit Arms 
‘rade and St. Lucia'’s involve- 
ent in it! A letter from the 
{resident of the St. Lucian 
‘ssociation in London, ‘Ar. Ste- 
, hen Martial, expressed the view 
that the Television Feature was 
“nbalanced since it did not 
include a spokesman for the 
{;overnment and the Editor of the 
“rusader was given a_ long 
interview on the subject when it 
is well known that the Crusader's 
fiditor is no lover of the 
{-overnment! 


ifr. Martial was alarmed be- 
cause the Feature accused the 
‘;overnment of complicity in the 
Arms Trade of St. Lucia Airways 
although the Government has 
denied such complicity. The 
‘statement by Mr. Martial is most 
uaive. 
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(gnhe-can claim that DISTANCE 
innkes the heart grow fonder in 
respect of the dealings of the 
Government. The St.Lucian Asse 
ciation. have in the past been 
lovers of the Government, fed on 
the pabulum of “Voice of St. 
Lucia” articles, their own Thatch 
erite Conservatism and the hope 
of an absentee MBE or two! But 
both Mr. Martial and the majori- 
ty of the Association have been 
hopelessly out of touch with 
affairs in St. Lucia.So out of 
touch not to realise that it is 
virtually impossible to get any 
member of the Government to 
speak on the activities of St. 
Lucia Airways. In the red-heat of 
the crisis when the revelations 
were made in the London “ 
Independent” and the ‘New 
Vork Times". the Prime Minister 
was hard put to make any 
comment whatsoever. Later 

when the chips were down, he 
made a few one-line comments, 
denials and retractions but gener 
-ally the Government was suspi- 
ciously tight-lipped on the whole 
affair. Mr. Martial can rest 
assured that if there was no 
Government input into the pro- 
gramme it was not because the 








producers were biased or unwill- 
ing to have them! 


There are so many clear paral- 
lels between President Reagan's 


handling of the Iran Contra 
Affair and Prime Minister Comp- 


ton’s handling of the St. Lucia 
Airways Affair that one can 
almost detect a pattern of 
duplicity and evasion. 


In November 1986, when London 
Independent broke the St. Lucia 
Airways story and the Crusader 
in St. Lucia picked up the line, 
Prime Minister Compton flatly 
denied that there was any trutk 
in the gun-running charge, he 
ridiculed the suggestion and 
claimed to have consulted the Air 
and Sea Port Authority for 
clarification and they advised 
hin. that there was no basis for 
the story. In truly Democratic 
societies both the Prime Minister 
and his advisers should have 
explained this deception. 


At first St. Lucia Airways itself 
vehemently denied the allega- 
tions but Jater came to terms 
with the truth. The ownership 
and structure of the St. Lucia 
Airways Company was itself a 
dilenna. The Foreign Ministry 
had given the public one state- 
ment about the ownership of the 
Company and by the next day the 
Prime Minister was on_ the 
airwaves retracting the state- 
ment by the Ministry. In the face 
of such double-talk and evasion, 
could Mr. Martial put any value 
on the Government's claim not to 
have had anything te dowith the 
Arms Trade? It is common 
coinage now for the Governments 
in the Caribbean (perhaps taking 
their cue from Watergate ) to 
deny all charges even though 
they are forced into admission 
later. At leasi some Governments 
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resort to Commissions of Enquiry 
to placate public opinion. Not so 
the Government of St. Lucia! The 
Media in St. Lucia is short of the 
tvpe of resources and organisa- 
tion which would turn up the 
kind of investigative journalism 
which every one hailed in the 
Watergate Scandal. 


The Government's strategy as far 
as St. Lucia is concerned, is 
simply to sit tight and hope that 
the nine-day wonder blows away 
or the short-winded public would 
latch on to another juicy issue 
and allow the current charges to 
fall into Jimbo. Mr. Martial and 
the St. Lucia Association can be 
very useful to such Covernments 
in helping them to sweep corrup- 
tion under the carpet. The 
Association never lifted an enquit 
ing eyebrow when the London 
‘“‘Independent’’ newspaper made 
its allegations. The Association 
never wrote the Prime Minister 
asking for sume explanation to 
the serious charges of St. Lucia’s 
involvement in carrying arms to 
Iran and South Africa. As a 
matter of fact the Association 
never probed any of the serious 
issues like the Yamaha issue, the 
Copragate issue and the David 
England issue which dogged the 
St. Lucian Government. Perhaps 
their love for the Government 
invited a conspiracy of silence 
But now that the ‘‘Bandung~ 
File’’ has exposed the Gevern- 
ment of St. Lucia it leaves the 
Association halding the baby of 
collaboration with the South 
African Regime. This is the 
supreme irony for a jack immi- 
grant population in a covertly 
racist England!. 


It is left now for the St. Lucia 
Association in London to probe 
some of the important questions 
relating to St. Lucia Airways. 








Firstly, the Association should 
find out whst prompted the 
Government (or Prime Minister 
Compton ) to give National 
Airline Status to this small, 
dubious Company. Secondly, was 
the Government not perceptive 
enov zh to know that the name St. 
Lucia Airways itself implied 
National Airline Status? Thirdly, 
is it possible that the C.I.A.-Asso- 
ciated Company could function in 
St. Lucia without the Prime 
Minister or some of his col- 
leagues knowing the quaiity of 
the relationship and the purpose 
of the company?Fourthly, when 
St. Lucia Airways was seized in 
Rwanda for gun-running and a 
telex sent to the Prime Minister 
about the fate of his ‘National 
Airline’ in 1982, why did he not 
take immediate action to termin- 
ate the activities of the Airline 
Company? Fifthly, could St. Lucia 
Airways planes make nine stops 
in St. Lucia loaded with arms 
during 1986 alone and alj this 
time the Government was un- 
aware of the transaction? 

The most plausible theory is that 
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St. Lucia Air ways is a bit of 
machinery set up by the CIA as a 
conduit for political funding of 
the Right-wing Parties in the 
Caribbean. These parties have 
organised themselves into the 
Caribbean Derocratic Union and 
a Fund known as the National 
Endowment for Democracy is 
used to siphon money to the 
Parties. The funds are realised 
through the Arms sales and other 
CIA work done by St. Lucia 
Airways. There is a svbstantial 
amount of prima facie evidence 
to support this theory and the 
evasiveness of the Government 
lends some credence to it. 

The President of the St. Lucia 
Association in London admits 
that the Association has nc 
knowledge of whether the charg- 
es are true or not but he is 
prepared to accept the Govern- 
ment's denial. The cause of truth 
would better be served if Mr. 
Martial had recommended the 
setting up of a public enquiry into 
these very serious charges in an 
effort to clear the name of the 
Government he Joves so blindly! 

















ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


JOBLESS IN GRENADINES TURNING TO DRUGS, WEAPONS 
32980030 Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 7 Aug 87 p 6 


[Text] It is alleged that t::e unemployment 
Situation in the Grenadines is causing 
the people there to turn to drugs, 
violence and, to 1 lesser extent, pro- 
stitution. Government is being urged 
by concerned citizens in the islands 
to increase its effort in creating 
meaningful employment for the people 


there. 

Less t'.an five per cent of the en- 
tire Grenadines population is engaged 
in meaningful employment, according 
to our source. ; 

The St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
Developrient Plan 1986-88 states that 
the Grenadines is one of the areas in 
the region with the highest unemploy- 
ment. The Document notes that "job 
creation in the tourism sector will be 
the prinicipal vehicle for effecting 
changes in the distribution of income 
in the Grenadines, one of the,regions 
of highest unemployment." 

Frustrated young peorle in.the Grena 
dines are reportedly turning to the 
use of dangerous weapons "during times 
of desperation”. Oniy Monday last, a 
young man was held by police in Béquia 
on gun related charges. Another wea- 
pon used frequently is the knife. 

Worried elderly people in the Grena- 
dines expressed their concern over the 
behaviour of many members of the youn- 
ger generation to this reporter re- 
cently. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ROBINSON AIRS CURRENT ISSUES; HUDSON-PHILLIPS TAKES POSTS 
Robinson News Conference 


32980031a Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 20 Sep 87 p 16 





[Text] 
what the lation has have faith in the 3 
It was almost midnight, last Monday, ' — we have € popu 
after the ballot count had revealed another oe ae caabaeaie aa we “ae 
victory for the National Alliance for Re- giving such extensive sup- works; that we strengthen 
construction (NAR), when political leader port to the government as the democratic system; 
and Prime Minister A.N.R. Robinson ad ating : Aah TL. 
joined the media for a news conference. Most Important ang now I think the 
Repo ters, who had earlier heard NAR : population showed clearly 
chairman Herbert Atwell give a y It is most important for that it has always been 
statement on the election, initially t to our domestic situation and prepared AI fo a duty, 
get Mr. Robinson to talk about his coming for world that we hhinh the-clec- 
should emphasise the im- Q: Do yout e 
trip. Ihe Prime Minister made it clear, portance of this election: tion campaign, which 
bowever, that he wanted first to give his the coming of the end of compas Sarees pom 
curly Siler grecenen of the Gamneaen end which is unique in contem- has bruised the country 
his second electoral win in months. porary world Meters, of and affected it in any ma- 
‘The following is a partial transcript of Mr. ter a regime which was in jor way? 
Robinson’s question and answer exchange power for 30 years, after MR ROBINSON: No, I 
with reporters the country itself was in a don’t think so. I think what 
| one Sal cre Anew govern. campaign "war much 
i i ial crisis. A new govern- cam 
QUESTION: My ques- a= eae ons ment came in the midst of worse, and as you know I 
tion, Mr Prime Minister, ‘the population had lost that and faced all sorts of myself had occasion to 
is alout your coming trip. confidence in the Govern. _ difficulties, and had to comment on the activities 
Your tome 5 ko 2 pean ment, and all that sort of | take unpopular measures, as they _ place. But 
in a gener of ym A thing. Have you now a dif- the population has ae 
the purpose of your trip ferent point of view? spoken with such matur- were div 
abroad. Maybe you can be Q: I would have thought ity and intelligence. I from violence and street 
a little more ~ on that the election results =‘ think the populationof Tri- ep fe ae 
wis or will not antldl your ny T polpes soivds tan Sapa preies signalle unrest to 
oe —— and we must not g the rest of the world, and 
Betas lll "MR. ROBINSON: No,I over it. That is my view, cud have very serious 
cine tT pes it think it is important that you excuse me All that oe 
question. <™ ection oath - one reads the results of the emphasising it as I con- ong f a 
ptt hye 6 Sad tenon election. Idon’t think they _ sider it extremely impor- pe erecels ont 
wanted to hear something l, bA.. so ane ta There were some . people were able to ex- 
ecpemeth onde Baten issues were raised before  whofelt, for example, that ee 
os ore it the elections about the we should not have had > 6° Lh seme she ty 
took place. A yo would state of the country, that. the election at that time, pet age mee 
have gotten ded med Te. one got the impression _ that we should have post- , express gy Bay me 
ion that Trini “4 that it was on the verge of the election. We a ees al ad paren 
bogo was in a state of tur- disintegration, and the. that is exactly what x in a peacef — 
moil and the — vernment was about to ther people have weg tinea item 
fallen avert The govern nthe gp mig bet taf — is A. occurrence and a very his 
ment had lost total confi- wae react ete ec malty, Ae toric happening for this 

















Q: Mr Manning has sug- 
ested that the electorate 
avoured the FNM. How 

clo you respond to that? 

MR ROBINSON: I beg 
your pardon, I don't 
understand what is meant 
by a statement like that. If 
you mean that the circum- 
Stances in which the clec- 
tions were held should 
have produced a better ef. 
fort or better results from 
the PNM, then I will agree 
with you. ‘There was a 
fairly, difficult economic 
situation and we had to 
take measures which re- 
sulted in some ree of 
dissatisfaction and which 
we had to explain to the 
population and we took the 
opportunity to explain 

th measures to the po- 
pulation with the results 
which you have seen. It 
shows clearly that when 
you are honest and serious 
about the business of gov- 
ermmment and you go ahead 
and explain to the popula- 
tion the basis for the ac- 
tion you have to take the 
population can respond as 
I'nnidad and Tobago has 
responded. They under: 
stood the basis of the mea- 
sures they we have had to 
take. They have seen lots 
of criticisms that were be- 
ing made but not justified 
and they have spoke ac- 
nsigeeg Now if by what 
you said Mr Manning is 
saying that the PNM had 
favourable results in the 
elections, that is ridicul- 
ous. Quite ay | the NAR 
has won the election and 
won decisively. The PNM 
is in 2 worse position that 
it was before. 

Q: Mr Robinson, there 
are no figures as yet, but 
looking at the ep | re- 
turns are you at all disa 
pointed at the turnout in 
the electoraie because I 
know that in some of the 
seats if people had turned 
out, let's say St George 
West, perhaps the NAR 
might have won more of 
the seats. Any comment 
on the low voting turnout? 


Very Clear 


MR ROBINSON: Well 
let me make very clear 
about this. When I saw the 
nature of the weather this 
morning, I was worried. 
To + frankly, Iwas 
worried. And I am sur- 
prised despite that type of 
weather we did have an 


election and with that kind 
of turnout. My own con- 
viction is that if we had 
had bright and favourable 
weather, the turnout 
would have been much 
better. And the higher the 
turnout, the more favour- 
able the turnout would 
have been for the National 
Alliavse for PReconstruc- 
tion. We had always calcu- 
lated on a low poll favour- 
ing the Opposition, that 
has always n our cal- 
culations, because we 
know that the Opposition 
has had traditionally a 
hardcore measure that 
they could count on virtu- 
ally under any circum- 
stance. What has hap- 
pened in this. election 
shows that that hardcore 
support has been splin- 
tered if not divided and 
that the NAR can count on 
even more on that kind of 
support that the Opposi- 
tion. 

Q: Now that the elec- 
tions are over, is there = 
special message you will 
lke to give to the people of 
Trinidad and Tobago? 

MR ROBINSON: I 
would certainly like to ex- 
press my very deep grati- 
tude to the — of 
Trinidad and ‘obago for 
responding in the way 
they had responded and 
speaking in the way they 
spoke in this election. I 
would also like to express 
my deepest appreciation 
for what they have done. 
When I look at what has 
happened to Trinidad and 
Tobago in the space of 
nine months where we 
have had major democra- 
tic exercises and express- 
ions of the population's 
will and I see how it diffi- 
cult it is for most countries 
in the world to have one 
expression of the demo- 
cratic will and tosee how a 
society under stress and 
strain 1s subjected to such 
turmoil and we in Trini- 
dad and Tobago have been 
able to surive this past 
nine months in a way we 
have done, deserves the 
highest praise of the popu- 
lation and I think they 
should be told so. It is of 
extreine historical impor- 
tance. 

Q: The promises that 
the country should settle 
down, what if it doesn't. 
What if the economic dif- 
fficulties which caused the 


“unsettlement and which 


are not likely to be cor- 
rected overnight continue 
to cause further unrest? 

MR ROBINSON: Well, 
all things are possible. 
One can only calculate ra- 
tional grounds if for exam- 
ple there is a Middle East 
war, how can one calcu- 
late for that. If the Middle 
E~st war comes to an end 
suddenly and the Saudis 
increase their production, 
they double their produc- 
tion of crude and the price 
fails at the moment from 
an average of $18 a barrel 
to say $S a barrel, how can 
we calculate for that. 
Then all you can do is to 
seek to get the measures 
across, but we don’t have 
as big a cake as we had 
before, the cake is now 

uarter the size, and 
therefore everybody will 
have to get much less than 
they had before. Now we 
have shown faith in the po- 
pulatiun. The most I can 
say is in those circum- 
stances I will again de- 
monstrate that faith by 
facing the population. I 
will do my duty to the 
country. 

Q: Would the Prime Mi- 
nister like to return to the 
question of your trip 
abroad? 

MR ROBINSON: I was 
hoping that I'd be able to 
deal with that in a more 
leisurely way, a more 
structured way, rathér on 
a night like this. But, 
briefly speaking, my trip 
abroad will be achieve a 
number of objectives. One 
of the major phases of the 
trip will involve activities 
with the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. lam a gover- 
nor to represent Trinidad 
and Tobago on the Board 
of Governors of the IMF. 
Every finance minister 
represents his country. 
Also on the World Bank. 
These are meetings of the 
Fund and the Bank at 
Which Ministers of Fi- 
nance from all over with 
the world, with their offi- 
cials, attend. They discuss 
the general bay of the 
Fund and the Bank and 
they seek to influence 
things one way or another. 
For example, the develop- 
ing countries seek to influ- 
ence policies to meet their 
specific needs, while the 

eveloped and wealthy 
countnes of course they 
seek to maintain control 


and seek to influence 


things in the direction that 
meets their necds. So the 

j continues at 
these meetings. 


Common Position 


I will be poing as a 
member of the Caricom 
region. In Barbados, we 
will be secking to develop 
a common position so the 
Caricom position is put not 
only at the meeting in Bar- 
ba of finance minis- 
ters of the Common- 
wealth, but also at these 
meetings of the Fund and 
the Bank in Washington. 

Then after that, J ad- 
dress the United Nations. 
Now, it is very important 
that the new government 
should make its impact, 
its influence felt on the 
world scene. People 
should understand that a 
new government has 
come into being in Trini- 
dad and Tobago, that it 
has new perspectives, 
new policies, and it should 
seek to communicate 
those new policies and 
new perspectives to the 
world community, parti- 
cularly in areas where we 
expect a response in one 
way or another. 


World Scene 


Then after that, I go to 
the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government 
Meeting in Vancouver, 
where all the Prime Mi- 
nisters in the Common- 
wealth meet, and they dis- 
_cuss matters, the world 
scene, so to speak, areas 
where co-operation can 
best be achieved. | expect, 
for example, the debt cri- 
sis which ts plaguing deve- 
loping countries to the ex- 
tent that it is will be 
discussed at the meeting. I 
expect that Southern Af- 
rica will again be a major 
issue, and measures 
sought in order to contain 
the situation and direct it 
in a particular way. I 
would also expect matters 
of the trading rclation- 
= between developed 
and developing countries. 
All these matters are to be 
discussed and a concerted 
influence brought to bear 
on the part of developing 
countries on the developed 
countries to alter some of 
the problems. 





Very Complicated 


But these, of course, are 
very complicated mat- 
ters, very far-reachin 
inatters, and one can dea 
with them in broveder de- 
tail on another occasion. 
In addition, of course, I 
shall be mectine inves- 
tors. We have a number of 
projects we have been dis- 


have publicised already 
which we will pursue in 
relation to the develop. 
ment of the economy and 
the attraction of persons 
who are interested in par- 
ticipating in different 
ways. 

Q: Could you say when 
the process of decentrali- 
sation will begin to take 
effect and what are its 


different levels. One level, 
for example, is bringing 
the services closer to the 
te arr naeape that is to say, 
ocating offices of the cen- 
tral government in the dif- 
ferent regions. Now that 
has already been done in 
some areas. At the level of 
the councils, for example, 
there are certain powers 
which the law provides for 


right. We have now set up 
a system of school boards. 
Previously the local areas 
had nothing to to do v'ith 
the running, repairs or 
maintenance of _ the 
schools. We have set up a 
system. of school boards 
a with local 
areas for the maintenance 
of schools. So I have men- 
tioned the minor ones but 


cussing. We expect to con- main problems we will 
tinue discussions, where ace. 

necessary, to firm up _ MR ROBINSON: That 
proposals and arrive at is really a a ques- 
definitive agreements, tion. The process of decen- 
and genoeey make tralisation has already be- 
known the policies that we ruin. It is taking place at 


them to exercise but certainly important from 
which have been denied a view of impact 
them. ‘They have been on the lives of people the 
permitted under the law to lives of children. It gives 
provide for the lighting of an idea of the direction we 
streets, for example, ‘but are heading. ‘Thank you 
they have not been al- all very much. 


lowed to exercise that 


Foreign Investment Caveat 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 21 Sep 87 p 1 


[Text ] 


TRINIDAD and ‘Tobago will make very effort to promote 
forcigen investment in the country — but not at any cost 

So declared Prime Minister A.N.R. Robinson Friday night 
at a “thank you” meeting of the ruling National Alliance for 
Reconstruction (NAR), following its win (eight to three) in 
last Monday's local govern:nent elections. 

Speaking to a large crowd in Woodford Square, Port of- 
Spain, Mr Robinson, in pointing out that the greatest task at 
this tine is to reduce the country’s dependency on the petro- 
7eum sector, said other sectors must be developed. 

This, he said, cannot happen by chance; it happens through 
investment, which Means the country has to save and with 
those savings invest. 

Stressiif the country cannot depend on the foreign investor 
alone, Mr Rou.rson added: 


Totally Disgusted 


“The foreign investor is not going to come here to develop 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

“T have had in the last three days...we have had discussions 
with a particular foreign investor which have left me totally 
disgusted. 

“He wants the cake, and he wants the bakery in addition to 
the cake. We have no room for that kind of foreign investor.” 
(Appaluse) 


“So we have to learn how to deal with them. We will make 
every effort to promote foreign investment but at the sane 
time not at anv cost. 

“If you want a Prime Minister whu accepts foreign invest- 
ments at the price of the country's soul, then take (Patrick) 
Manning” (Opposition Leader). 

Mr Robinson said he has made it clear he is prepared to look 
at any gift which is offered form abroad, but will look at it 
critically. Aid not because it appears to be a gift is he going to 
take it -- he wiil examine it before accepting. 

The meaning of an independent people, he added, was that 
the Government must protect the territorial integrity of the 
countrys, 

Education Minister Clive Pantin told the crowd that a new 
type of mathematics would have to be taught to the Opposition 
ete National Movement (PNM) — remedial maths. 

Throwing political picong, he said: 

“It is the first time in the history of the nation that a defeated 
party is bawling ‘we win.’ This is new, new maths.” 

On a serious note, Senator Pantin said while he respected 
the right of any teacher to have his or her political allegiance 
he drew the line when it comes to the standard of behaviour of 
teachers at political mectings. 

While he was not accusing any teacher of misconduct, the 
Minister said unacceptable behaviour will not be tolerated 
from any teacher — and it did not matter what party he or she 
supports. 


New Roles for Hudson-Phillips 


Port-of-—Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Sep 87 p 1 


[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text } 


DEPUTY POLITICAL leader of the 


ruling National Alliance for Reconstruction 
(NAR), Karl Hudson-Phillips, was sworn in 
yesterday as Minister without portfolio, for 
the duration of the absence from the country 
of Prime Minister A.N.R. Robinson. 
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Hudson-Phillips, who was also appointed a senator, 
was sworn in by President Noor Hassanati shortly after 
Mr Robinson left on a one month overseas NUSsion, 

As a result of his new position, Senator Hudson- 
Phillips, a Senior Counsel, has relin uished his post as 
chairman of state-owned BWIA, and has been pranted 
leave of absence from Textel where he is also the 
chairman. 

His appointment was on the advice of Mr Robinson. 
He replaces Romesh Mootoo as a member of the 
Government side in the Senate. 

Dr Mootoo is the new mayor of San Fernando. 

It is understood Senator Hudson-Phillips, who 
resigned from the People’s National Movement (PNM) 
Cabinet in September, 1973, agreed to the ministerial 
post (which is of Cabinet status) because over the next 
month at least six other Ministers will be out the coun- 
try for differing periods. 

Criminal Matters 

At the end of his ministerial term on October 2, he 
will assist, as a public service, in the office of the 
Ikrector of Public Prosecutions, which ts severely 
understaffed, prusecuting in criminal matters in the 
Assizes. 


He will work with the DPP for one month after which 
he returns to private practice 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


PANDAY REPORTS FISHING PACT WITH BRAZIL, OTHER NAR GAINS 


32980031b Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 29 Aug 87 pp l, 15 


[Text ] 


LOCAL fishermen will soon be catching shrimp in 
Brazilian waters, when Government renews a fishing 
maar which the last regime had negligently 
allowed to lapse. 


This was one of the disclosures made by Minister of. 


External Affairs and International Marketing, Basdco 
Panday, as he addressed a mass political meeting in 
Chaguanas on ‘I hursday night. 

He explained that when Brazilian President Jose 
Sarney visited the country recently, he asked what he 
could do for Trinidad and Tobago. Panday noted that 
the fishing agreement had not been renewed, and Presi- 
dent Sarney said “Let's renew it, then.” The matter was 
as simple as that, and discussions were taking place on 
the matter. 

The Minister, in almost general election style, 
launched a blistering attack on the failures of the oppos- 
ition People’s National Movement when it was in 
power, and compared his party's achievements in just 
~~ months. 

le noted that late Indian leader Indira Gandhi on a 
1968 visit proposed a cultural agreement with this coun- 
try, including a cultural centre to be paid for and run by 
the Indian Government. While the PNM had dilly- 
dallied for 18 years and never signed the agreement, 
the National Alliance for Reconstruction signed it with- 
in four months. 


Integrity Act In 3 Months 


Some of the other points made by Panday were: 

* The PNM couldn't pass the Integrity Act in W years, 
but the NAR did it in three months. “They didn’t want to 
pass it. They left us an empty Treasury with a hole in 
the bottom. They were thicling it — some piifering 
slow, some taking by bundle and go.” 

* NAR reviewed the Prevention of Corruption Ordi- 
nance to stop thiefing in the future and set up the 
Alexander Cominission to deal with corruption in the 
past. 

* Measures were taken against flooding, and for the 
first time in 30 years there have been no devastating 
floods. “Flooding is not an act of God, as Hugh Francis 
used to say. Rain is an act of God, flooding was an act of 
the PNM.” 

* Cultural and scientific agreements have been 
signed with China, India, Japan, South Korea and 
France. 

* The fishing agreement with Venezuela was being 
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reviewed to get better terms for local fishermen. 

* Government was negotiating an agreement with 
Barbados to control catching of fish in ‘Tobago waters. 

‘ He had ended a “slave trade,” in buying and selling 
women who were illegal immigrants at $500 a time, 
“cheaper than a ram goat.” He noted the case of a 
Vincentian women raped three times, as boys on the 
block knew she couldn't a to the Police. All of 
this ended vith amnesty for illegals in the country as of 
December 15, 1986. 

* Cabinet had accepted proposals for dual citizenship 
two wecks ago, and the matter had gone to the Attorney 
General for legal drafting. 

* Neither the Export Development Corporation nor 
anybody else knew cight months ago what products 
were available for sale from Trinidad and ‘Tobago. A 
—— system for such information is now in 
place. 

* There is now a plan for opening the Mt Hope 
Complex on a phased basis, plus plans for the energy 
sector, agriculture and other areas. Planning groups 
like the National Planning Commission and National 
Economic Advisory Committee had been set up. Under 
the PNM there was no sapien 

* Al2percent stamp duty on Caricom goods had been 
reinoved, and regional trade was picking up. 

* The Drug Report had been released, with all its 


Cases Of Victimisation 


attendant consequences. 

* Workers representatives had been appointed on 
most boards, keeping faith with the avg 
’ * A successful national cleanup and beautification 
campaign had been initiated. 

* After his talk in the Non-Aligned Movement in 
Guyana, Panday was invited by U.S. Secretary of State 
George Schultz to come to the USA. 

* “No one can point to any Minister or parliamenta- 
rian of the new Government and say he ts corrupt.” 

* Caroni, which never had any Minister in Govern- 
ment before, now has three. 

* If there was any delay, it was in sctting up institu- 
tions to investigate cases of discrimination and victimi- 
sation and act on them. “That will come, as long as | 
have blood in my veins.” 

Panday called for the audience to return all 13 NAR 
councillors in Caroni. “If PNM gets one scat that will be 
a disgrace. I didn't want them to get one vote, but old 
habits die hard.” 














TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


OPPOSED BY OPPOSITION, NEW ENVOY TO BRAZIL DEPARTS 
3298003lc Bridgetown CANA in English 1505 GMT 7 Sep 87 


[Text] Port-of-Spain, 7 Sep (CANA) --Trinidad and Tobago's new ambassador to 
Brazil, Suruj Rambachan, flew to his posting Sunday night leaving behind a 
controversy over his appointment, 


Rambachan will present his credentials to Brazilian President Jose Sarney on 
16 September, officials said today. 


The opposition criticised the appointment of Rambachan, a former country 
councillor, because his name was mentioned in a state-commissioned report on 
the drug trade which has led to the suspension of dozens of policemen and 
magistrates and customs officers. 


Rambachan was once deputy political leader of the former opposition Organiza- 
tion for National Reconstruction (ONR), which merged with three other opposi- 
tion parties to form the National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR), which 
came to power last December, 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION HEAD HITS GOVERNMENT POLICY 








TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


3298003le Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 23 Aug 87 pp 5, 25 


[Interview with Dr Kenrick Rennie, president of the Public Service Association, 


by George Harvey] 
[Text] 


GOVERNMENT must 
state publicly its list of nation- 
al priorities for stimulating 
the recovery of the economy. 
This was stated by President 
of Public Service Association 
(PSA) Dr Kenrick Rennie in 
an interview at his office last 
week. 

Main thrust of the interview 
related to the series of protest 
marches mounted by the PSA fear- 
ing retrenchment and further loss of 
benefits for public servants. 


: Dr Rennie, i. have again 
Cc. your erp on to the 
streets to w see as a 
threes totholr Hualiad Eo taneute 
to go into the foreground and the 
background related to the action? 


RENNIE: Public servants are still 
living on 1983 salaries. Our last 
contract ended in 1983, and since then 
we have not been able to get Govern- 
ment to negotiate and provide us 
with a new contract. 

It has been more than two years of 
negotiations, and more than one year 
since the matter has been before the 
Special Tribunal of the Industrial 
Court and is still outstanding. 

The situation has worsened. The 
present Government has amended 
the statement of evidence and argu- 
ments withdrawing the six per cent 
ware increase off 
ous Government, and is offering zero 
increase. 


Start From Scratch 


This is something we have to chal-- 


lenge because both sides had alread 
led evidence on salaries and canal: 


ered by the previ- 


living (COLA) and were gcing on to 
other arcas. It means we will have to 
start from scratch again. 

We have to challenge this when the 
court resumes in October. 


Q: How do you regard this action of 
Government? 


RENNIE: Certainly, it is an 
affront to public servants. When the 
new Government took , we 
were told by the Chief Personnel 
Officer that he was awaiting direc- 
tions from his new principals. We 
spoke to the head of the Public 
Service (Eugenio Moore). 


Q: Was that after the COLA was 
taken away this year? 


RENNIE: Yes..that was at a’ 


meeting we had with the Prime 
Minister and he (Moore) indicated 
pci pl a package for 
purposes to get a - 
ble out-of-court Seeantat the 
salaries issue. 
fi oP age syne reais sc his bing - 
inally 
tion, it was an amendment to the 
statement of case withdrawing the 
six per cent. That was in May. 


Economic Situation . 
We went to the court for directions 
last month, but the members of the 
Tribunal were on vacation, so we will 


not be able to resume hearing until 
October. 


Q: Is not the down-graded zero 
offer a wise move in the light of the 
economic situation in the country? 


RENNIE: What the PSA has been 
saying for quite some time, and we 
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ade thi t to the new Govern- 
Tee ent tuk ellice in naverch of 
our publications was the need for 


~ 








RENNIE: I do not think I can call 
them wicked. What I do know that 
there is a group of people who, in 
their F ersgs ay te outlook, tells 
them that they have to work in an 
anti-worker direction. 


Q: But are you are seriously 
saying this about a group that 
iuchades trade unionists 


RENNIE: The question is what is 
the dominant characteristic of that 
party. The dominant characteristic 
and the dominant influence in that 

rty is that of big business. That 

Ss ed very clear, and they are 
moving in that direction. 


Retrench People 


They will always say that the way 
to curb this thing is to cut salaries, 
retrench people and throw the 
burden on the working class, while 
we continue to see people making 
profits on the financial pages of the 
newspapers. 


Q: What exactly are you seeking? 
Dialogue? Do you have a plan? You 
‘are saying that Government is bent 
on a certain course ae, taken 
away COLA, and now ing for 
carpe fo cut down expenses? 
"hat are the alternatives in the light 
of the cust of the public service in the 
face of dwindling revenues? 


RENNIE: The size of the public 
service is determined by the amount 
of different operations that Govern- 
ment is involved in. 


Q. How many public servants are 
there? Do you have figures? 


_ RENNIE: People use all kinds of 
figures. The figure of 65,000 includes 
police, fire services, prison officers, 
teachers and others. In terms of the 
bargaining unit of the PSA...this is 
potentially as large as 35,000. Our 
membership is about 20,000. 


Q. Are you saying that the annual 
emoluments bill of over $2 billion is 
reasonable in relation to overall 
Government revenue of about $5 
billion? 


RENNIE: What I am saying is 
that the size of the public service is 

sed on the different areas of 
Government activities. So there is no 
question of the public service becom- 
ing large by magic. 

Over the years, the State went into 
a number of different areas and 
expanded the public service by 
necessity. The question is are we 
going eg rid of some of those 


.Are you able to answer that 
Pel 


RENNIE: I am saying no. Those 
functions are best performed by the 
public service. We provide services 
to the ation. ‘They should not go 
into private hands. I fcel this Govern- 
ment wants to move in that direction. 


Q.What areas? 


RENNIE: Health and others going 
into private hands so that none one 
run itals like how it is in 
New York. If this is done, those 
services — at a tremendous cost 
to people. 

Poor people will not be able to 
afford to get sick. 


Q. So the public service should be 
maintained at the same level? 


RENNIE: Of course. The level 
should not be isolated from the 
service that is to be rendered. 


Q:What ahout the cost factor in 
relation to Government's revenue? 


RENNIE. I do not know what the 
remuneration for the public service 
is in relation to ernment'’s 
revenue. 


. Figures in the annual estimate 
PP 


RENNIE: While we were before 
the court, there was a statement that 
salaries and emoluments in the publ- 
ic service accounted for 3S per cent of 
Government’s overall revenue. The 
Government side was saying that 
was too high and needed to be 
reduced. 


Balance Of Payments 


Q. Did you agree with that 
argument? 


RENNIE: No..no..no! It was high 
in relation to what? 


Q. Government is also saying that 
it cannot afford to pay and had to 
withhold COLA to save 15,000 jobs. 
What is your reaction? 


RENNIE: You realise now it has 
not achieved its aim because the 
threat of retrenchment is still before 
us. 


:That was in the initial stage. 
onus. if the COLA had not been 
withheld, do you not think that 
retrenchmemnt would have already 
been a reality instead of a threat? 


RENNIE: The removal of the 
COLA has done nothing but aggra- 
vate the situation. Firstly, it 
removed $490 million out of circula- 
tion causing a lot small businesses to 
fold and more people went on the 
breadiline. : 
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The removal of $490 million did not 
help the balance of op opaeny situa- 
tion. It has not helped the det crisis, 
and it certainly has not helped 
Governinent’s revenue /expenditure 
position. 


Q: What other s did the 
Government have? Was the removal 
of COLA a bad one? 


RENNIE: Of course. We showed 
them over 13 avenues where they 
could have raised much more 
revenue than the $490 million. The 
Prime Minister later told Parlia- 
ment on March 13, that even if t 
had adopted measures suggested, 
that money could have been better 
spent elsewhere than giving back 
public servants the COLA. 

an Sees recommendcd 
by the PSA was a five per cent 
Reconstruction Tax on all incomes 
incl profits) 


: Do these recommendations still 
good in mind they then 
related to the issue? 


RENNIE: What has ha to 
the $490 million? Where that 


money gone? 


Q: But surely it is not a question of 
where the money went since Govern- 
ment is claiming that it did not have 
the moncy to pay out. It was a saving 
to the extent that it was a saving on 
estimated expenditure. Do you 
agree? 


RENNIE: There is need for an 
overall national policy that addres- 
ses not only wages and salaries, but 
also prices. The longer we stay tc 
move aa ag oe the Pay 
going to happen. We need to have this 
meacheniacn in place and an under- 
standing of how wages and salaries 
are going to relate to cost of living. 


A system must be established so 
that everyone will know what is 
happening. You will know that in the 
next few years you will not get any 
increase in salary, but you arc guar- 
anteed that prices will stay stable. 

That needs to be done immediate- 
ly. That should be the first task of this 
new Government. 


substance? 


RENNIE: We were always — 
i against the substance. We 
ted out then, it meant some publ- 
servants were going home with 
$76...people were reaching minus 


Labour Movement 


It is real hardship. You hardly had 
any public servent after their 
commitments with $300 monthly. 


Q: How do you on reflection, view 
the decision of the PSA and public 
servants not to accept the six per cent 
increase wage offer in 1984? 


RENNIE: Thave no contradiction 
with that. More than 90 per cent of the 
public servants voted against accep- 
tance. I have no doubt in my mind 
that the six per cent would have been 
lost in the terms of our purchasing 
power, related to the rise in the const 
of living over the period. So we would 
not have been any better off. 


Q: Certainly, you would have been 
better off than the zero per cent now 
fered minus COLA? 


RENNIE: Yes. The fact that we 
have lost COLA on our 1983 salary 
has put us in an adverse position. I 
am saying, however, all things being 
equal, had we accepted the six per 
cent in 1984, we would have been in no 
better position than we are today, 
because the erosion was about 28 per 
cent in price rises. 

The taking of the COLA by the 
NAR bore no relation to the six per 
- offer of the PNM Government in 


Q. You are dealing with percen- 
tages in salaries and cost of the 
living, but how do you relate percen- 
tages to someone who is not working 
or retrenched ? 


RENNIE: The man who is not 
working is making the ultimate 
sacrifice, and some sort of relicf 
should be provided. 


Against Acceptance 


Q: Whether or not the COLA issve 
is resolved satisfactorily, your own 
indications are that Government will 
not be satisfied. You have speken of 
recommendations made by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The impression given is that 
Government went to the IMF, isn't it 
really a case of the annual exercises 
of the IMF on member countries? 


RENNIE: I have never said they 
went to the IMF. The IMF team was 
here, and <<! met everybody, they 
met us ..the labour movement and 
the business sector and Government. 
I am saying they made a certain 
recommendation to Government on 
cutting down the public service and 
= has not been denied. They cannot 

y it. 


» Rg also spoke about senior 
public servants being called on to 
draw up plans for cutting opcrating 
e ure. Why do you think this ‘s 
a retrenchment plan? 


RENNIE: ‘There was a Heads of 
ment and Permanent Secre- 
tanies meeting. ‘They asked them to 
work out two scenanos with a ten per 
cent cut in the expenditure for their 
riments and a 15 per cent cut. 
ytime you talking about cutting 
expenditure in the public service, 
are really talking about salaries. 
Not too much else you are talking 
about. 


: How did arrive at that 
ecules id 


RENNIE: You sce, you can do 
some good housekeeping turning out 
lights and cutting down on use of 
machines and try other savings, but 
the bulk of your cost is in salaries. 


Q. So you cannot sce the cuts 
—- of capital expenditure 
and other services? 


RENNIE: No..no. They are going 


to attempt to deal with this in terms 
of retrenchment and wage cuts in the 
public service. | do not know who are 
the economists advising the Prime 
Minister, but they have a very myop- 
ic way of seeing things. 


Q: Do vou mind us getting back to 
the question of an alternative plan by 
the PSA, related to public service 
and revenue raising? 


RENNIF:: Those areas that we 
showed the Prime Minister were 
little savings and revenue to deal 
specifically with the amount being 
taken away with the COLA. 

[donot think that is what you want 
to go into, if you are looking for an 
overgll alternative to the direction in 
which the Government is going. The 
only way is that you must put in place 
an income and prices policy. It must 


happen. 
Interest Groups 


People are afraid of it. As soon as 
an income and prices policy is 
mentioned, people say it never work- 
ed in England and other countries. 
My point of view is that you put in 
such a policy when the situation is 
one like exists in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

It is not for all time. But you have 
got to do something to stabilise the 
economy. Otherwise, the different 
interest ps involved, will seek to 

rotect their interest at all expense. 
there will be no common national 


)11 


Q: An incomes and prices pr 
will determine how money athe. 
cated and spent. The m of 
Government is money. What propns- 
als do you have for Government to 
raise more money to pay for goods 
and services and pay more salarics? 


RENNIE: You see there are areas 
where there is.waste. ‘They will have 
to put a curb on the kinds of things 
ao import that keep affecting 

oreign exchange. 


Q: Care to name some of the items? 


RENNIE: I cannot think of them 
off the top of my head. Just look 
around and you see some things like 
those news rags from New York and 
magazines like the Inquirer. What is 
that doing for your country and fore- 
ign exchange? 

We have to decide what are our 
needs and deyelop some kind of poli- 
cy to fit our nceds...we cannot allow 
Foose to import all sorts of things. 

Ve have enough pepper and people 
are making pepper sauce, yet we are 
—- pepper sauce from the 

tates. 


Q: Do you think that the pubiic 
service is inflated? 


RENNIE. No. It is not overstaff 7d. 
If you look at different situations, you 
will find in fact we are understaffed 
in several areas. ‘there are not 
enough nurses and doctors in the 
hospitals. Not enough customs 
personnel and immigration officers. 


Q. Within the civil service per se, 
there are 35,000 persons, and you sti 
say they are shortages? Are there 
not departments which are 
overstaffed? 


RENNIF: Iam not saying that you 
will not find in certain departments, 
a few clerks more than needed. You 
see, one of the things is that Govern- 
ment is a poor utiliser of its human 
resources. 


Poor Deployment 


What you may see as people sitting 
down doing nothing, is a poor deploy- 
ment or utilisation of human resour- 
ces. I have been making that point 
over and over because you go into a 
department and sce pcople sitting 
down apparently doing nothing. 

You walk two doors down, and you 
see two persons trying to take care of 
a large number of pcople seeking 
public service. You walk to another 
dvor, and four o’clock is approach- 
ing, and = see public servants load- 
ing up files to take home, and in the 
front office people apparently doing 
nothing. 

Since 1985, the PSA has been out on 
a campaign informing public 
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servants that the visible uptront 
image of slackness must be changed 
because we do in fact work hard. 

A few people who do the actual 
interfacing with the public may exhi- 
bit improper behaviour, like towels 
over shoulder, that affects the over- 
all image of the service. ° 


Q: Well, do you think the current 
bevel of staff is balanced or more is 
necded ? 


RENNIE: ‘There ave areas where 
there are shortapes and they need to 
be beefed up if we are to provide a 
decent service to the pub‘ic. 

It does not mean necessarily that 
you have toemploy more peuple, but 
a redeployment of existing staff 
could possibly take care of it. But 
right now, human resources in the 
public service are not well managed. 


: So there should be no cut in the 
service personnel ? 


RENNIE: Of course.. no cut. 
Where are you going to cut? In what 
area? 


Q: President of the South Trinidad 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
Peter Quantrell-Thomas suggested a 
cut-back of 20 per cent in the public 
Service to save expenses. 

What do you think of his plan which 
suggested a diminishing three-year 


pian of full pay for the first vear of ' 


retrenchment, half-pay second year, 
and one-quarter pay at in the final 
third year and then cut off? 


RENNIE: My response is... what 
are those people going to do? Is he 
talking about providing — the 
retrenched workers with their sever- 
ance benefits and pension and 
gr-tuities, or making their posts 
redundant and paying them a redun- 
dancy benefit? 

He has to be more specific about 
what he is talking about. How many 
of these people he is suggesting that 


the private sector will be willing to 
employ ? 

Q: Why do you have to stage 
protest marches? 


RENNIE: We of the PSA, are 
having the demonstration with 
permission from the Commissioner 
of Police. We are doing this because 
we feel that given our experience 
with this Government, we have to 
demonstrate in no unce 
manner, our dissatisfaction....our 


protest against the trend that is 
developing. 

We have looked at the impending 
situation based on the IMF recom- 
mendations and other factors, and 
we are saying Iet us preempt 
Government's implementation of 
those recommendations by showing 
that we are totally dissatisfied. 

We will continue our protest and 
we will escalate the protest as we go 
along, and it may even end in a work 
stoppage. We want it to be made 
abundantly clear to the Government, 
the ruling class and the private 
sector that we cannot take any 
more..We are going to be fighting the 
direction that this Government is 
taking. 


Q: If the meee is that Govern- 
ment cannot pay, how are you going 
to fight against that? 


RENNIE: If they say they have 
not got the money, let us sit down and 
talk. More often than not, when you 
sit down and talk, you find ways and 
means of getting things done. This 
country is ours too. 


Q: Do you accept the cry of an 
empty Treasury with just income for 
a sort of day by day existence? 


RENNIE: This question of an 
cmny Treasury may cause people to 
feel that there is a drawer of money 
inside a. bpp: a BJ — 
ongoing thing with an ongoing collec- 
tion of revenue and there is 
expenditure. 

ere might be a shortfall between 
collection of revenue and actual 
expenditure. The question that the 
Treasury is empty because the draw- 
er of money is finished, is a simplistic 
understanding of things. 

What is more important to know, is 
what are the priorities of Govern- 
ment. We have to get a list of national 
priorities ...that is number one 
priority. 

I am not prepared to sit in isolation 
without a real understanding of what 
is rons ge pee my come up with alter- 
natives. I will be a madman. It will be 
a figment of my own imagination. 


Q: Are you are sa that the PSA 
cannot come up with proper econom- 
ic yf until you know what 
are the national priorities? 


RENNIE: What I am saying is 
that our suggestions may not fit the 
real situation that exists, and of 
which we are not aware. 
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HE is not the leader of the PNM trio in or out of Parliament. In 
fact he is the most junior of the three, now serving his first term. 
Yet he has become more of a spokesman of the Opposition than 
his political leader Patrick Manning with whom he is said to have 
had some disagreement over his involvement in certain marches 


and demonstrations. 


His name is MORRIS MARSHALL, former head of the PNM 
Youth League and now the representative for Port of Spain East. 
CLEVON RAPHAEL, the Guardian's Political Reporter has been 
following Marshall's political appearances in and out of Parlia- 


ment and presents this face-to-face interview with him. 


Q@: MORRIS MARSHALL has 
become known for the fiery speeches 
on the campaign trail in 1986. He 
became one of only three PNM 
members to be elected. 
Subsequently he has organiscd 
ape monstrations against what 
terms rising prices. Ile has repor- 
tedly run into trouble with the PNM 
for his actions. Mr Marshall, what 
exactly are you after? 


MARSHALL: Morris Marshallisa 
very, very simple person, born and 
bred in East Port of Spain at 27, 
Prescott Alley, later moving to 
Harpe Place where I spent probably 
19 years. I think essentially that 
because of my orientation in East 
Port of Spain, and the struggles I 
have undergone, has influenced my 
thinking and the way I intend to 
pursue things. 


Community Work 


I have done a lot of work in the 
community, with the steelband, 
adult education for the past 25 ycars 
in the constituency. 

My commitment has always been 
to improve the whole situation as it 
relates to the poorer people in the 
community. I have been a member 
of the PNM for quite some time, and I 


have always been outspoken about 
the ills in the a: 

I never offe myself to be a 
candidate by the normal process. Mr 
Chambers called me just about a 
week before the party's election 
convention, and uested that I 
stand. National office was never 
my thing, but I accepted because it 
might have appeared that I was not 
prepared to put my money where my 
mouth was, as it were. 


Q: What were your main criticisms 
of the PNM? 


MARSHALL: One is that there 
were certain forces in the party who 


pts red to carry the PNM ina 
certain direction in their own self- 
interest. 


Q: Are these forces still around? 


MARSHALL: I do not think so, at 
least not to any great extent. 


Q: Who are these forces?. 
MARSHALL: It was an element 


which was not prepared to under- 
stand that we are living in a different 
period. 
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= Do you — these pores + ~ 
any extent responsi or t 
defeat of the PNM in 1986? 


MARSHALL: Partly responsible, 
no two ways about that. 


Q: You represent one of the most, 


if not the most areas in 
Trinidad and which has 
consistently - the PNM, and 


PNM rule, your 
prcerey oy te peek ea ym 
streets for basic necessities like jobs. 

you completely absolving the 


Are 
ro PNM Government's responsi- 


ty for the social ills your consti- 
tuents are still suffering? 


MARSHALL: It is not that we did 
not have some of these problems in 
the era of the PNM, but over the last 
eight months they have worsened 
tremendously. 

_And whereas under the PNM in my 
view, there appeared to be some 
ee that the poorer classes were 
able to put up some kind of struggle, 
they were able to come to terins with 
their basic economic problems. At 
this time to me, this is not the case. 


Q: To what extent are you blaming 
Government for that situation, given 
the present economic climate? 


MARSHALL: The Government of 
the day cam on certain basic 
promises. y knew the Treasury 
was empty. They had certain propos- 
als in their manifesto in respect of 


unemployment so on. 
In Eight Months 


Nobody is saying they woulc have 
been able to address everything in 
eight months, but clearly when it 

ates to constituencies like Port of 
Spain East, there is no clear-cut plan 
coming out to me, that indicates they 
are really addressing the issues. 











_ The critical unemployment situa- 
tion is a direct result of the policies 
being put in place by the present 
Government. But whether PNM 
played sume role, or whether the 
PNM may or may not be responsible, 
is not the issue at this point in time. 

The PNM made errors, and the 
people voted them out in December 
1986, and it is now the duty of the 
present Government to put in place 
mechanisins to solve the country's 
problems. 


Q: But how can you not refer to the 
past Government when the Opposi- 
tion is constantly attacking the new 
Government for allegedly not living 
up to their manifesto promises? 


MARSHALL: The point is that 
period has gone, the PNM's era as a 
Government in terms of today’s situ- 
aticn has gonc, the PNM is no longer 
in control, and I cannot see anybody 
blaming the PNM today for the prob- 
lems of 1987. 


Q: What promises did the NAR 
Cees | make plo ‘S say, _ 
respect to the unemployment pro 
lem that it has not moved to 
implement? 


MARSHALL: I don't have their 
manifesto before me but there are a 
number of things they have said. In 
fact, if you put the question another 
way, what have they done in terms of 
employment? 


No Money 


Up to December 15 the unemploy- 
ment rate was anywhere around 18 
percent, and clearly it is now much 
more than 20 percent. 


Q: And are you blaming the 
present Government, and if so, why? 


MARSHALL: The resent 
Government in terms of their 


policies. 


Q: What about the state of the 
national economy, what could they 
te Bc to put people back to 
work: 


MARSHALL: You see, for exam- 
ple, when you take away almost $200 
to $300 million with respect to the 
suspension of COLA out of the 
economy, you have created a lot of 
unemployment in the downstream 
industries as money is out of the 
system. 


Q: One of the reasons Government 
gave for the operas witholding of 
COLA from public servants, was that 
it was either that or the retrench- 
ment of 15,000 employees in the publ- 
ic sector, how do you respond to that ? 


MARSHALL: The Public Service 
Association does not seem to have 


that same view. I understand quite a 
number of alternatives were 
suggested to Government to save 
that amount of money. 


National Interest 


There is also the other thing that 
ought not to be dismissed; why the 
Government went the COLA way, 
and that is the influence of the big 
business element in the new 
Government. 

The fact is was big businessmen 
were sayng long before the 1986 elec- 
tions that COLA had to go. 


Q: Do you think they made that 
statement in their own narrow inter- 
est, or in the national interest? 


MARSHALL: I think they were 
thinking of the national interest. 
Again I don't have the actual story. 


: Soa, wasn't the Government 
right in thinking about the national 
interest in suspending COLA? 


MARSHALL: No, that was a busi- 
ness view. The point I am making is 
that the decision by the Government 
is a direct result of the influence, the 
tremendous influence of the big busi- 
ness element in the NAR. 


Q: Are you saying that during the 
previous regime big business had no 
influence? 


MARSHALL: I would not say they 
had no influence, but everything 
coming out of the Government at this 
time seems to be influenced by the 
big business element, and there 
appears to be no major justification 
for going the COLA route. Top public 
servants suggested alternatives. 


Q: What were these alternatives? 


MARSHALL: I would not want to 
g0 into that. This is information I am 


getting from sources | will not want 
to quote. 


Q: It seems to me that the impress- 
ion is being created that “hig busi- 
ness” was a creation of NAR and that 
the country is being ruled by “big 
business" and not the NAR 
Government ? 


Major Forces 


MARSHALL: It is my view that 
there are major forces behind the 
NAR Government. In eight months 
time all the pressures are being 
brought to bear on the heads of the 
poorer classes. Social welfare 
measures have been removed or 
suspended frum the pcuple, and 
subsidies taken away. 


Q: What social welfare measures 
have been removed? 


114 


MARSHALL: The school grant for 
example. 


Q: No, that has not been taken 
away. So why do you say so? 


MARSHALL: It has been 
suspended. . 


Q: That is not so, as you well know. 


MARSHALL: No one has received 
a book grant for the 1986/1987 school 
year. 


Q: Yes, but has it not been 
announced that the grant will be paid 
when the schools reopen this week? 


MARSHALL: That is what they 
= 4 We are still to see that, and it is 
still not quite clear whether the 
cheques they are going toreccive will 
be for the period that has gone or for 
the 1987/1988 school year. 


Q: Do you honestly believe that if 
Government had the money they 
would adopt measures like the 
suspension of COLA? 


MARSHALL: I do not know what 
to believe. There is a credibility gap 
with this Government. They 
campaigned about morality in public 
life, but in respect of the Drug Report 
they attempt to justify sending 
Rambachan to Brazil as Ambassa- 
dor. That to me is totally immoral. 


_ Q: Did the Report make any alle- 
gations against ? Did it not only 
refer to a conversation he allegedly 
had with an attorney-at-law? 


MARSHALL: I suggest you read 
the report again. 


Q: You seem to oe a —- sg 
‘our party regarding your participa- 
tion % public demonstrations. the 
PNM hierarchy is saying this should 
~ done within the confines of the 
law. 

Would you go outside the legal 
provision in this regard ? 


Working Class 


MARSHALL: I don't have a prob- 
lem; others may have problems. My 
position is very clear and that is, lam 
concerned, honestly and sincercly 
concerned about the pressures that 
are being brought to bear on the 
working class people in my consti- 
tuency and the country as a whole. 
My concern is to get the message 
across, and it does not matter to me 
who are the groups involved. 


Q: Don't you think that as a member 
ps F bay seca Hd is mt to a 'y 
with groups who openly say they are 
prepared to break the law? 
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MARSHAI.L: When 1 marched 
with the Muslims they had permis- 
sion to march, so I make no apologies 
for that. Where is the evidence that 
the Muslim brothers have broken the 
law, that they have links with 
Gadaffi? 

Or they have guns down at Mucur- 
apo, where is the evidence? Since 
when have the Muslims become a 
people we must keep away from? 


Q: I don't think it is a question of 
the Muslim community in general. It 
is this particular group. 


March Again 


MARSHALL: I am talking specifi- 
cally about the Muslims. 


Q:The leader of this group has 
sworn to break the law and demons- 
trate, and you as a parliamentarian 


_ have been identified with him. Are 


you prepared to march with him 
again if he does not obtain 
permission? 


MARSHALL: When that time 
comes I will take that decision. But 
if I feel that the issues are so critical 
that it is necessary for me to be on the 
streets on that occasion, I will be 
there - permission or no permission. 


Q: There is the perception among 
some ple that Morris Marshall 
feels is too hig, to use a local 
parlance “playing mannish?” 


MARHSALL: That ae is to 
completely misuderstand me. All 
one has to do is to check my back- 
ground. | am a very simple basic 
person and it is just because of my 
orientation that I have this commit- 
ment to improving the dispossessed 


people. I never attempted to seek 
office not even in the party. . 


Q: Do vou have any aspirations for 
leadership of your party? 


MARSHALL: My _ statement 
before clears that up. 


Q: There is some talk that the lead- 
ership of the PNM is rather weak and 
you may be the man to take over, and 
what is the relationship like between 
you and the Opposition Leader? 


MARSHALL: Before I answer 
that question, what I can say is that I 
am not too sure that the type of direc- 
tion I would like to see the party go. is 
one that will make me acceptable as 
as leader. 


Healthy One 


But more particularly, as I said 
before I am not interested in the polit- 
ical leadership of the party. 

My relationship with Mr Mannin 
is a very healthy one, we have ha 
our disagreements as can _ be 
expected in any democratic organsi- 
ation, but J cannot say it is not a 
healthy one. 


Q: In what direction would you 
want to take the party? 


MARSHALL: I will not want to go 
into that now, I really do not want to 
go into that at this point in time. 


Q: Are you serious about resigning 
from Parliament if the PNM should 
lose the upcoming local Government 
elections: 


MARSHALL: I never say 
anything that I do not mean. 
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